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“Today was a total 

success!  We got to 

share about the Teen 

Council and what we 

do, even though it was 

tiring, I had a lot of fun.  

Actually some of the 

organizers were coming 

up to us saying we are a 

huge help and that they 

loved having us there.  

Definitely would love 

to do another event with 

them.” – Annan Noonan

“It was a lot of fun shopping for $100-150 worth of 

presents; it lasted about 1-2 hours. Then we headed over 

to the building where the birthday party was being held 

to finish the set up and help celebrate. The amount of 

donations for pizza, cake, drinks and snacks was 

impressive. After the party ended, everyone went into 

another room and we all wrapped presents in groups of 

5-7 people and boxed them up a specific way, with gift 

wrap and drawings on the boxes. The wrapping session 

took the longest and lasted about 3 hours. Overall the 

event was a lot of fun and I would do it again.” –

Adrianna Soucy

“The event was super fun they gave us each 

2-4 kids to shop for and interview paper to 

know what the kid would like. We had to 

spend at least $100 on each kid we had and 

then we all checked out and loaded the toys 

in a big truck. Then there was a birthday 

party for two kids and then everyone went 

into a ware house and wrapped all the 

presents we bought” – Emily Yargeau

10 of our Teen Council Members 

joined with A Soldier’s Project to 

help with their A Soldier’s Child 

Birthday Event in Orchard Park, 

NY.  The teens spent their day 

shopping, gift wrapping and 

packing gifts for the January 

Birthday recipients.  
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To see more pictures from Yellow Ribbon and 
Youth Program Events please visit and like us on 

Facebook.

www.facebook.com/NewYorkNationalGuardYouthProgram

42nd CAB 
Post  

Yellow 
Ribbon 
Albany 

642 ASB Post 
Yellow Ribbon 

Rochester 

642 ASB Post  
Yellow Ribbon 
White Plains 
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42nd JTF Pre  
Yellow Ribbon 

Saratoga 

To see more pictures from Yellow Ribbon and 
Youth Program Events please visit and like us on 

Facebook.

www.facebook.com/NewYorkNationalGuardYouthProgram

Wreathes Across America 
Gerald B.H. Solomon 

Saratoga National Cemetery 
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Fun Fact #1  - Olympia was made by the folks of Bethel, 
Maine, and named after Maine senator Olympia Snowe. The 
snowman or to be more precise the snow woman was 122 
feet, one inch high and broke the Guinness world record for 
the largest snowman. Olympia was built in a little over a 
month to build, she is dressed in a 100 foot scarf, has 27 
foot evergreen trees for arms, and eyelashes made from old 
skis. 
 
Fun Fact #2 -  The Coldest New York Temperature was recorded 

on February 18th 1979 in Old Forge, NY at -52 Degrees!! 
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Blythe Taylor is one of our current Teen Council(TC) 
members.  She joined the Teen Council  in the Fall of 2013, as 

a civilian. Blythe accompanied another TC member to a 
Yellow Ribbon event in the fall of 2013 and enjoyed being 
around and helping the Military Kids and Families so much 
that she joined TC.  Since then Blythe has volunteered over 

35 hours with the Child and Youth Program and Family 
Programs.  Blythe is 17 years old, and in her junior year at 

West Seneca West Senior.  Blythe takes dance classes and is a 
member of the Spanish Club through her school.  Along with 
her volunteering with Teen Council, she also volunteers her 
time with 10 Lives Club, an organization that’s mission is “to 
promote, further and enhance all cat life.”  Blythe has one 
younger brother Bryce.  Blythe said to us “I have met many 
cool people, I have learned a lot and helped a lot of people.  
It is so much fun! I love the Teen Council and all that it has 

taught me and shown me.” 

Lexi Coons is 18 years old and a Senior at 
Voorheesville High School.  She has been 
volunteering with the Child and Youth Program for 
over a year at Yellow Ribbon Events in the Capital 
District.  We were introduced to Lexi at Yellow Ribbon 
when her step father was preparing to deploy with 
the 27th BCT.  Lexi plays softball and volunteers her 
time with Everybody Counts(EBC) and Bus Stop Club.  
EBC is a Hippotherapy Outpatient Clinic for children 
with special needs, and the Bus Stop Club is a support 
group for children who have siblings with special 
needs.  Lexi has two younger siblings Nathan and 
Rebekah.  Lexi says “I love to work with children, and 
animals.” 
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This month we wanted to take a moment to 
recognize Therapy Dogs International (TDI).  
We invite TDI to come into any of our Youth 
Program functions (camp, Yellow Ribbon or 
Workshops) while programming is going on.  
The Children love having the furry friends 
around and tend to be calmer and focus better 
on projects.   
 

Therapy Dogs International was founded by 
Elaine Smith back in 1976. Elaine’s vision was 
to bring a little sunshine to those who were in 
hospitals, nursing homes and other 
institutions. She recognized the bond between 
people and dogs and what role that bond 
played in one’s emotional well- being and 
health.  
 

Studies have shown that a person holding or 
petting an animal will cause a lowering of 
blood pressure, the release of strain and 
tension, and can draw out a person from 
loneliness and depression.  We use Therapy 
Dogs in small or large group settings.  
Ages 5 and older  
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The Youth Program is now on Facebook!   
Keep up with all the Activities, Events and 

 Upcoming Events around the State by liking us!! 

www.facebook.com/NewYorkNationalGuardYouthProgram 

 Do you know a teen, or are you a 
teen, between the ages of 13-18? 

 Do you want to make a difference 
for other military kids? 

 Do you want to meet other teens 
throughout NYS? 

 Do you like to travel and see new 
things? 

 
If this fits you, you should consider 

being a part of the New York National 
Guard Teen Council! 

 

Teen Council is made up of teens from all 5  
branches of service and civilians. 

 
For Teen Council Brochures, Charter, 

Applications and more  
information please visit 

http://dmna.ny.gov/family/yprogs.php 

http://dmna.ny.gov/family/yprogs.php
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-Volunteer and Youth Regional Trainings 

-Month of the Military Child Events (April) 
-3rd Annual Teen Council Forum 

- 2015 Summer Camps!! 
 

For more information and details in your area, 
please contact your local Family Assistance 

Specialist (FAS) and Family Readiness Support 
Assistant (FRSA) or call toll free 1-877-715-7817 

 

3rd Annual Teen Council Forum – Tentative 
Location: TBD -  28 June – 2 July 2015 

 
Camp Corral: 

(Camp Gorham, Eagle Bay, NY) – 28 June – 3 July 2015 
 

Operation Gold Star:  
(Camp Pioneer, Angola, NY) – 5-10 July 2015 

 
Operation Purple Camp & Take-A-Break Camp: 
(Camp Pioneer, Angola, NY) – 26- 31 July 2015 
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Operation Gold Star camp is open 
to surviving dependent children and 

siblings of all Branches of Active 
Duty, Reserves and National Guard, 

ages 7-17. 

An opportunity to make new 
friends and have a lot of fun. 

Camp Activities include
a day field trip, kayaking, 

canoeing, tubing, swimming, 
Pioneer’s High Ropes Adventure 

Course & zip line, have 
cookouts, and a sleep out under 

the golden stars.

To Register 
Please Call or Email

(716) 549-1420 or email:
info@pioneercamp.org

www.pioneercamp.org

*Limited Space Available 
Registration is Required*

Special Guest
Mike Murburg from NBC’s 
The Biggest Loser.  Mike, a 
Gold Star 
Father, will share his story 
and talk about his journey to 
fulfill a promise to his son to 
lose weight and become 
healthy.  

To be held at Pioneer Camp 
& Retreat Center, located
just outside Buffalo, NY, in 

partnership with
WNY Heroes, Inc. 

July 5th through July 10th 2015 

Pioneer Camp & Retreat Center, Inc. 9324 Lake Shore Road 
Angola, NY 14006 

This camp is offered at no 
cost for attendees. There is a 

$25 fee that will be fully 
returned upon check in at 

camp.
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Outcomes 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Military Mentoring Initiative 
 

Big Brothers Big Sisters is committed to serving our nation’s military personnel and 
their families. 

 
We recognize that the stresses of everyday military life lead to service men and 

woman searching for additional support for their children. We believe our mentoring 
program can help. In fact, we know that any family could benefit from their child 

getting to spend a few hours a week trying new things, getting more individual attention, 

and experiencing life through different perspectives. 

The Big Brothers Big Sisters Military Mentoring program matches children (age 9-16) 
of military families with safe, screened, trusted mentors in one-to-one relationships 

that have the potential to last for many years. 
 

We carefully match adult mentors and youth mentees in long-term friendships based 
on family and volunteer preference, similar interests and values, and match 
compatibility. We partner with families to identify the right Big for their child.  

 
Our mentors are a diverse group of fun, incredible, dedicated volunteers. They 

resemble brothers, aunts, uncles, grandfathers, trusted neighbors. Their role is to be 
an unconditional friend and role model once a week, encouraging and supporting a 

child in reaching their potential and enjoying new experiences together. 
 

 
 

 

 

Start Something Today 

585-704-6159  

Heather Mills 

hmills@bbbsr.org 

 

BeABig.com 

 

37 South Washington Street 

Rochester NY 14608 

 

Couldn’t every child use one more Mentor in their life?  

 

You recognize the potential of your child better than anyone!  

Learn about Big Brothers Big Sisters in your area 

 

Rochester, Buffalo, Orange County, Long Island, Albany, and everywhere in between 
Call: Heather Mills (585) 704-6159 
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Keri J Attanasio and Colleen E. Casey, Youth Coordinators and Editors 
330 Old Niskayuna Road, Latham, NY 12110 

(518) 786-4904 office (518) 786-6075 -fax (518) 786-4614 office 
    keri.j.attanasio.ctr@mail.mil     colleen.e.casey.ctr@mail.mil 
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The Youth Program is now on Facebook!   
Keep up with all the Activities, Events and 

 Upcoming Events around the State by liking us!! 

www.facebook.com/NewYorkNationalGuardYouthProgram 

Feedback for Child and 
Youth Program 

 
 

We are looking for your input, advice, and 
submissions for future Guard En of Youth 
Newsletters.   If you have pictures, poetry, 

short stories you’ve written, drawings 
you’ve created, letters to the editors, past 
and upcoming events, or anything else you 

would like to add, please send it to Colleen 
Casey or Keri Attanasio.   

 
You can also contact us through our 

Facebook Page 


