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Michigan jobless rate edges down in March

LANSING, Mich. -- Michigan’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate inched down by
a tenth of a percentage point to 5.1 percent in March, according to data released today
by the Michigan Department of Technology, Management & Budget. Total employment
in the state rose by 12,000, while unemployment edged down by 4,000, resulting in a
minor workforce gain of 8,000 over the month.

The U.S. jobless rate fell by two-tenths of a percentage point between February and
March to 6.0 percent. Michigan’s unemployment rate in March was 0.9 percentage
points below the national rate. Since March 2020, the U.S rate advanced by 1.6
percentage points, a slightly larger gain than the 1.4 percentage point increase
exhibited by the state.

“‘Michigan’s labor market was stable in March,” said Wayne Rourke, associate
director of the Bureau of Labor Market Information and Strategic Initiatives. “The
state jobless rate and number of payroll jobs were little changed over the month.
Payroll jobs and total employment have dropped sharply in Michigan over the past
year due to the impact of the pandemic.”

Monthly labor force trends and highlights

e Total employment in Michigan edged up by 0.3 percent over the month, an
increase comparable to that nationwide (+0.4 percent).

e The state’s number of unemployed moved down in March for the third
consecutive month.

e Michigan’s labor force declined by 4.4 percent over the year, well above the pace
of reduction nationwide (-1.3 percent).

¢ Since the peak of COVID-19 pandemic-related layoffs in April 2020, the number
of Michigan unemployed fell by 845,000, or 78.0 percent.

e Michigan’s quarterly jobless rate for the first three months of 2021 was 5.3
percent, 2.9 percentage points below the 8.2 percent rate recorded during the
fourth quarter of 2020.

(more)
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Mi

chigan

Labor Force Estimates
Seasonally Adjusted
(Data in Thousands)

Mar. | Feb. | Mar.
2021 | 2021 | 2020 Over the Month Over the Year
Numeric | Percent | Numeric | Percent
Civilian 4,703 | 4,695 | 4918 8 02% | -215 | -4.4%

Labor Force

Employed 4,464 | 4,452 | 4,735 12 0.3% -271 -5.7%
Unemployed 239 | 243 183 -4 -1.6 56 30.6%
Unemployment Rate | 5.1 5.2 3.7 -0.1 XXX 14 XXX

Detroit region jobless rate unchanged in March

The Detroit-Warren-Dearborn Metropolitan Statistical Area’s (MSA) seasonally adjusted
March unemployment rate was unchanged in March at 4.5 percent. The regional labor
force edged up by 13,000 over the month.

The Detroit MSA jobless rate rose by 0.3 percentage points over the past year.
Employment levels fell by 134,000, while the number of unemployed remained
unchanged. The Detroit metro region workforce level receded significantly by 133,000

since March 2020.

Detroit-Warren-Dearborn MSA
Labor Force Estimates
Seasonally Adjusted

(Data in Thousands)

Mar. | Feb. | Mar.
2021 | 2021 | 2020 Over the Month Over the Year
Numeric | Percent | Numeric | Percent
E;‘g'(';’;‘”Force 2,015 [ 2,002 | 2,148 | 13 0.6% 133 | -6.2%
Employed 1,923 1,912 | 2,057 11 0.6% -134 -6.5%
Unemployed 91 91 91 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
Unemployment Rate | 4.5 4.5 4.2 0.0 XXX 0.3 XXX

(more)
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Payroll jobs increase slightly over the month

The monthly survey of employers indicated that seasonally adjusted Michigan payroll
jobs edged up by 15,000 over the month, or 0.4 percent. Michigan’s total nonfarm job
count in March was 4,133,000.

Minor employment advances were observed in several Michigan industries. The most
prominent over-the-month numerical job addition occurred in the state’s leisure and
hospitality sector (+6,000).

Industry employment trends and highlights

e Payroll jobs rose for the third consecutive month in March. Nonfarm employment
advanced by 105,000, or 2.6 percent, since December 2020.

e Michigan’s trade, transportation, and utilities sector exhibited consistent over-
the-month job recalls since the large pandemic-related job loss in April 2020.
Nonfarm jobs in the sector rose by 145,000, or 22.8 percent, since last April.

e March 2021 marks one year since the first COVID-19 cases were reported in
Michigan. Over the year, total nonfarm payroll jobs fell by 282,000, or 6.4
percent.

e On a numerical basis, the largest over-the-year job losses occurred in the
leisure and hospitality (-72,000) and government (-46,000) sectors.

e Michigan’s first quarter 2021 nonfarm job count of 4,102,000 was about 30,000
above the prior quarter, but still 337,000 below the pre-pandemic total from the
first quarter of 2020.

(more)
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Michigan

Payroll Employment Estimates

Seasonally Adjusted
(Data in Thousands)

Mar.** | Feb.* | Mar.
Over the Month*** | Over the Year ***
2021 | 2021 | 2020 |~ Y
Numeric | Percent | Numeric | Percent
Total Nonfarm Payroll
y 4133 | 4,117 | 4,415 15 0.4% -282 -6.4%
Jobs
Natural Resources
. 7 7 7 0 0.0% 0 2.9%
and Mining
Construction 174 172 178 3 1.7% -4 -2.0%
Manufacturing 574 574 617 0 0.0% -43 -7.0%
Transportation
) 178 177 186 1 0.5% -9 -4.6%
Equipment
Trade,
Transportation, and 781 778 795 4 0.5% -13 -1.7%
Utilities
Retail Trade 451 449 461 2 0.4% -10 -2.1%
Information 49 49 55 0 0.4% -6 -10.5%
Financial Activities 225 225 229 0 0.0% -4 -1.7%
Professional and
. . 618 616 650 2 0.3% -32 -4.9%
Business Services
Education and Health
) 644 644 686 1 0.1% -41 -6.0%
Services
Leisure and
o _ 346 340 418 6 1.7% -72 -17.2%
Hospitality Services
Other Services 144 144 165 0 0.1% -20 -12.4%
Government 569 569 616 0 0.0% -46 -7.5%

* Revised data for February 2021

** Preliminary data for March 2021

*** Change calculated using unrounded data

(more)
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Michigan
Hours and Earnings for Production Workers
Seasonally Adjusted

Manufacturing

Mar. Feb. Mar. Over the Month Over the Year
2021 2021 2020 Numeric | Percent | Numeric | Percent
Average
Weekly | $961.66 | $921.82 | $956.36 | 39.84 4.3% 5.30 0.6%
Earnings
Average
Weekly 41.0 40.3 43.0 0.7 1.7% -2.0 -4.6%
Hours
Transportation Equipment Manufacturing
Mar. Feb. Mar. Over the Month Over the Year
2021 2021 2020 | Numeric | Percent | Numeric | Percent
Average
Weekly | $1,193.98 | $1,199.27 | $1,232.54 | -5.29 -0.4% | -3856 | -3.1%
Earnings
Average
Weekly 42.7 42.9 46.9 -0.2 -0.5% -4.2 -8.9%
Hours
-END-
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