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Michigan jobless rate edges up in May

LANSING, Mich. -- Michigan’s seasonally adjusted jobless rate inched up by a tenth of
a percentage point during May to 5.0 percent, according to data released today by the
Michigan Department of Technology, Management & Budget. Michigan employment
levels increased minimally by 6,000 and the number of unemployed edged up by 3,000,
resulting in a modest workforce gain of 9,000 in May.

The jobless rate for the U.S. decreased by three-tenths of a percentage point between
April and May to 5.8 percent, which was 0.8 percentage points above the Michigan rate.
Over the year, the U.S. rate dropped by 7.5 percentage points, while Michigan’s rate
moved down significantly by 15.8 percentage points. These annual rate reductions
reflected the return to work of persons since the very high pandemic-related layoffs in
May 2020.

“‘Michigan’s labor market remained stable during May,” said Wayne Rourke,
associate director of the Bureau of Labor Market Information and Strategic
Initiatives. “The unemployment rate and payroll job counts both showed little change
over the month.”

Monthly and annual labor force trends and highlights

e Michigan’s May workforce level was little changed, edging up by just 0.2 percent
over the month. This was comparable to the trend nationally, where labor force
levels were essentially unchanged.

e Employment in Michigan advanced for the third consecutive month during May,
moving up by 24,000 since February 2021.

e After four consecutive months of unemployment reductions, the statewide
unemployment level increased in May, advancing by 1.3 percent.

e Over the year, unemployment in the state dropped sharply by 742,000, or 75.9
percent, a decrease substantially larger than the unemployment reduction
nationally (-55.6%).

(more)
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Michigan employment remains well below pre-pandemic levels

¢ Michigan total employment in May was 268,000, or 5.6 percent below the
February 2020 pre-pandemic level.
e The number of Michigan unemployed remains well above pre-pandemic
levels, rising by 50,000, or 27.0 percent, since February 2020.
e The May statewide jobless rate of 5.0 percent was 1.3 percentage points
above the February 2020 rate of 3.7 percent.

Michigan
Labor Force Estimates

Seasonally Adjusted
(Data in Thousands)

May | Apr. | May
2021 | 2021 | 2020 Over the Month Over the Year
Numeric | Percent| Numeric | Percent
Civilian 4,710 | 4701 | 4695 | 9 0.2% 15 0.3%
Labor Force
Employed 4476 | 4,470 | 3,718 6 0.1% 758 20.4%
Unemployed 235 | 232 | 977 3 1.3% -742 -75.9%
Unemployment Rate | 5.0 49 | 20.8 0.1 XXX -15.8 XXX

Detroit metro area jobless rate edges up slightly in May

The Detroit-Warren-Dearborn Metropolitan Statistical Area’s (MSA) seasonally adjusted
jobless rate was little changed in May, up by a tenth of a percentage point to 4.4
percent. In fact, the area jobless rate has been relatively stable for four consecutive
months, ranging from 4.3 to 4.5 percent. Employment and unemployment levels both
advanced slightly over the month.

The Detroit MSA unemployment rate plunged by nearly 20 percentage points over the
year, as workers were recalled to jobs after very high levels of pandemic-related layoffs
in May 2020. Employment jumped by 464,000 over the year, while unemployment fell
by 384,000. The Detroit metro region labor force moved up significantly by 80,000 since

May 2020.

(more)
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Detroit-Warren-Dearborn MSA
Labor Force Estimates
Seasonally Adjusted

(Data in Thousands)

May | Apr. | May

2021 | 2021 | 2020 Over the Month Over the Year

Numeric | Percent | Numeric | Percent
Civilian 2,025 2,016 | 1,945| 9 0.4% 80 4.1%
Labor Force
Employed 1,935 (1,929 | 1,471 6 0.3% 464 31.5%
Unemployed 90 87 474 3 3.4% -384 -81.0%
Unemployment Rate | 4.4 4.3 24.3 0.1 XXX -19.9 XXX

Payroll job levels remain stable in May

The monthly survey of employers indicated that total nonfarm jobs remained nearly
unchanged between April and May, edging down by 2,000, or 0.1 percent. Payroll jobs
in Michigan totaled 4,113,000 during May.

Minor job changes were observed in all major industry sectors during May. On a
percentage basis, the largest over-the-month job gain occurred in the state’s
transportation equipment manufacturing sector, with employment advancing by 3.7
percent due to some worker recalls from short-term layoffs in the auto industry.

Industry employment trends and highlights

e For the second consecutive month, Michigan nonfarm jobs declined.

e Payroll employment advanced by 593,000, or 16.8 percent, over the year.
However, payroll jobs in Michigan remain far below the February 2020 pre-
pandemic level (-340,000).

e Broad industry sectors with the largest percent job gains over the year included
leisure and hospitality (+59.8 percent) and manufacturing (+29.1 percent).
However, both industries have job counts well below pre-pandemic levels.

(more)
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Michigan

Payroll Employment Estimates

Seasonally Adjusted
(Data in Thousands)

May** | Apr.* | May
2021 | 2021 | 2020 Over the Month*** | Over the Year ***
Numeric | Percent | Numeric | Percent
Total Nonfarm Payroll
o YIOU 4113 | 4116 |3521| -2 0.1% | 593 | 16.8%
Natural Resources
. 7 7 6 0 0.0% 1 19.0%
and Mining
Construction 177 175 147 2 0.9% 30 20.8%
Manufacturing 570 566 442 5 0.8% 129 29.1%
Transportation
'Sportat 172 | 166 | 96 6 3.7% 76 | 79.8%
Equipment
Trade,
Transportation, and 768 774 668 -6 -0.8% 100 14.9%
Utilities
Retail Trade 440 447 375 -7 -1.5% 65 17.3%
Information 50 50 48 -1 -1.2% 2 3.5%
Financial Activities 226 227 216 -1 -0.2% 10 4.8%
Professional and
) . 618 620 523 -2 -0.4% 95 18.2%
Business Services
Education and Health
. 642 641 583 1 0.2% 59 10.0%
Services
Le|su_re gnd ) 339 342 212 -3 -0.7% 127 59.8%
Hospitality Services
Other Services 146 144 119 2 1.3% 27 22.4%
Government 571 571 558 0 0.1% 13 2.4%

* Revised data for April 2021

** Preliminary data for May 2021

*** Change calculated using unrounded data

(more)
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Hours and Earnings for Production Workers

Michigan

Seasonally Adjusted

Manufacturing

May Apr. May Over the Month Over the Year
2021 2021 2020 Numeric | Percent | Numeric | Percent
Average
Weekly | $928.69 | $925.77 | $872.57 2.92 0.3% 56.12 6.4%
Earnings
Average
Weekly 40.0 39.5 38.5 0.5 1.3% 1.6 4.0%
Hours
Transportation Equipment Manufacturing
May Apr. May Over the Month Over the Year
2021 2021 2020 Numeric | Percent | Numeric | Percent
Average
Weekly |$1,145.22 | $1,107.72 | $1,197.90 | 37.50 3.4% -52.68 | -4.4%
Earnings
Average
Weekly 41.2 39.4 41.7 1.8 4.6% -0.5 -1.3%
Hours
-END-
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