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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS

No. 21-0720

IN RE GREG ABBOTT, IN HIS OFFICIAL CAPACITY AS GOVERNOR OF THE
STATE OF TEXAS

ON PETITION FOR WRIT OF MANDAMUS

ORDERED:

1. Relator’s emergency motion for temporary relief, filed August 23, 2021, is
granted. The order on Appellees’ Rule 29.3 Emergency Motion for Temporary Order to
Maintain Temporary Injunction in Effect Pending Disposition of Interlocutory Appeal,
filed August 17, 2021, in Cause No. 04-21-00342-CV, styled Greg Abbott, in his official
capacity as Governor of Texas v. City of San Antonio and County of Bexar, in the Court
of Appeals for the Fourth Judicial District, dated August 19, 2021, is stayed pending
further order of this Court.

2. As we previously held in staying the trial court’s temporary restraining
order in the underlying case, the court of appeals’ order alters the status quo preceding
this controversy, and its effect is therefore stayed pending that court’s decision on the
merits of the appeal. See In re Newton, 146 S.W.3d 648, 651 (Tex. 2004). This case, and
others like it, are not about whether people should wear masks or whether the
government should make them do it. Rather, these cases ask courts to determine which
government officials have the legal authority to decide what the government’s position on
such questions will be. The status quo, for many months, has been gubernatorial
oversight of such decisions at both the state and local levels. That status quo should
remain in place while the court of appeals, and potentially this Court, examine the
parties’ merits arguments to determine whether plaintiffs have demonstrated a probable
right to the relief sought.

3. The petition for writ of mandamus remains pending before this Court.
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Done at the City of Austin, this Thursday, August 26, 2021.

BLAKE A. HAWTHORNE, CLERK
SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS

BY CLAUDIA JENKS, CHIEF DEPUTY CLERK



