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Participation of AFCO Members also via the remote interactio meeting tool

The meeting opened at 10.05 on Thursday, 14 January 2021, with Antonio Tajani (Chair) 
presiding.

For legal reasons (right to privacy) the Chair informed the participants that the meeting would 
be filmed and streamed live on the Internet.

1. Adoption of agenda AFCO_OJ PE663.164v01-00

The agenda was adopted.

2. Chair's announcements

The Chair made the following announcements: 

• Interpretation is available in 6 languages: FR, DE, IT, NL, EN, ES

• Social distance measures are in force and the use of masks is mandatory during the 
meeting.

• By written procedure on 10 December 2020, Coordinators proposed that the report 
on Agreement between the European Parliament, the Council of the European 
Union and the European Commission on a mandatory transparency register 
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(2020/2272(ACI)) is allocated to EPP, which will indicate the name of the 
Rapporteur.

In the absence of objections, this recommendation was deemed endorsed by the 
Committee.

3. Conclusion, on behalf of the Union, of the Trade and Cooperation Agreement 
between the European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community, of the 
one part, and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, of the 
other part, and of the Agreement between the European Union and the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland concerning security procedures 
for exchanging and protecting classified information

AFCO/9/05065

Exchange of views with representatives of the Commission Task Force for Relations 
with the United Kingdom on issues under the remit of AFCO

The Task Force representatives were:

• Ms. Marie Simonsen, Head of Unit, Strategy and overall coordination, Legal and 
Interinstitutional Affairs, presenting the governance provisions of the new agreement

• Mr. Hannes Kraemer, Principal Adviser for Legal Affairs, presenting the state of play 
of the implementation of the Withdrawal Agreement.

Representatives of the Commission Task Force for Relations with the United Kingdom 
made their presentations, explaining some of the main elements of the institutional and 
governance components of the agreement reached by the EU and UK negotiators on 24 
December 2020, and which pertain to the areas covered by AFCO competence. The 
Commission provided also an update on the state of play regarding the Withdrawal 
Agreement.

In addition to the Chair, Antonio Tajani, the following Members took the floor: Danuta 
Maria Hübner, Pedro Silva Pereira, Guy Verhofstadt, Gerolf Annemans, Niklas Nienaß, 
Helmut Scholz, Domènec Ruiz Devesa, Paulo Rangel, Sandro Gozi, Gilles Lebreton, 
Gabriele Bischoff (1st Vice-Chair), Seán Kelly.

The Commission representatives, Ms. Marie Simonsen and Mr. Hannes Kraemer, took 
the floor to answer the questions.

4. Other business

None.

5. Date and place of next meeting

• 27 January 2021, 13.45 – 15.45 (Brussels)
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• 28 January 2021, 9.00 – 12.00 (Brussels)

The meeting closed at 12.03.
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