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Michigan jobless rate declines during April

LANSING, Mich. — Michigan’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate receded by one-
tenth of a percentage point between March and April to 4.3 percent, according to data
released today by the Michigan Department of Technology, Management & Budget.
Statewide employment advanced by 19,000, while total Michigan unemployment fell by
5,000, resulting in a workforce gain of 14,000 during April.

“Two years after the height of the COVID-19 pandemic’s impact on the state, Michigan’s
labor market has shown significant growth,” said Wayne Rourke, associate director of
the Bureau of Labor Market Information and Strategic Initiatives. “The statewide jobless
rate fell by over 18 percentage points, while payroll employment advanced by over
925,000 since April 2020.”

The U.S. jobless rate was unchanged over the month at 3.6 percent. Michigan’s April
unemployment rate was 0.7 percentage points larger than the national rate. The U.S.
jobless rate fell by 2.4 percentage points over the year, while the statewide rate
decreased by 1.9 percentage points during the same period.

Labor force trends and highlights

e April 2022 marked the 10th consecutive month of jobless rate declines in the
state.

e Michigan’s workforce edged up by 0.3 percent over the month. In contrast, the
national labor force declined by 0.2 percent since March 2022.

e During the first four months of 2022, total unemployment in the state declined by
36,000, or 14.7 percent.

e The statewide over-the-month unemployment decrease of 2.3 percent exceeded
the national unemployment reduction of 0.2 percent.

e Michigan’s employment total advanced by 3.6 percent over the year, while the
U.S. employment total rose by 4.5 percent since April 2021.

e Michigan’s jobless rate fell notably since the height of the pandemic in April 2020,
dropping by 18.4 percentage points over the past two years.

e The April 2022 statewide unemployment rate of 4.3 percent remained 0.5
percentage points above the February 2020 pre-pandemic rate of 3.8 percent.
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Michigan

Labor Force Estimates
Seasonally Adjusted
(Data in Thousands)

Apr. | Mar. | Apr.
2022 | 2022 | 2021 Over the Month Over the Year
Numeric | Percent | Numeric | Percent
Civilian 4,833 4,819 |4763| 14 | 03% | 70 1.5%
Labor Force
Employed 4,624 | 4,605 | 4,465 19 0.4% 159 3.6%
Unemployed 209 | 214 | 297 -5 -2.3% -88 -29.6%
Unemployment Rate | 4.3 4.4 6.2 -0.1 XXX -1.9 XXX

Detroit metro area jobless rate recedes over month

The Detroit-Warren-Dearborn Metropolitan Statistical Area’s (MSA) seasonally adjusted
unemployment rate decreased by one-tenth of a percentage point to 4.6 percent during
April. The number of employed in the Detroit MSA edged up by 5,000, while total
unemployment fell by 2,000, resulting in a minor workforce gain of 3,000 since March

2022.

Over the year, the Detroit MSA jobless rate was reduced by 2.1 percentage points.
Employment rose by 85,000 and unemployment declined by 42,000 since April 2021.
The Detroit MSA'’s jobless rate fell by 19.0 percentage points since the height of the

pandemic in April 2020.

Detroit-Warren-Dearborn MSA

Labor Force Estimates

Seasonally Adjusted
(Data in Thousands)

Apr. | Mar. | Apr.
2022 | 2022 | 2021 Over the Month Over the Year
Numeric | Percent | Numeric | Percent
Civilian 2148 (2145 |2,105| 3 0.1% 43 2.0%
Labor Force
Employed 2,049 | 2,044 | 1,964 5 0.2% 85 4.3%
Unemployed 99 101 141 -2 -2.0% -42 -29.8%
Unemployment Rate | 4.6 4.7 6.7 -0.1 XXX 2.1 XXX
(more)
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Michigan nonfarm employment remains stable in April

According to the monthly survey of employers, Michigan seasonally adjusted payroll
jobs remained nearly unchanged over the month, inching down by 2,000 since March.
Minor job declines occurred throughout several statewide industries.

Industry employment trends and highlights

e After 11 consecutive months of nonfarm job advances, Michigan payroll
employment exhibited a slight numerical decline in April.

e Manufacturing declined by 1,300, led by layoffs in transportation equipment
manufacturing (-2,700).

e Statewide total nonfarm jobs advanced by 172,000, or 4.1 percent, over the year.

e The largest over-the-year numerical job gains occurred in the state’s leisure and
hospitality sector (+50,000), manufacturing sector (+33,000), and professional
and business services sector (+30,000).

e Total payroll employment surged by 926,000, or 27.2 percent, since the height of
the pandemic in April 2020. However, payroll employment in April 2022 remained
127,000, or 2.9 percent, below the February 2020 pre-pandemic level.

(more)
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Michigan

Payroll Employment Estimates

Seasonally Adjusted
(Data in Thousands)

Apr.** | Mar.* | Apr.
2022 | 2022 | 2021 Over the Month*** | Over the Year ***
Numeric | Percent | Numeric | Percent
Total Nonfarm Payroll
Jobs 4,326 | 4,327 | 4,154 -2 0.0% 172 4.1%
Natural Resources
y . . 7 7 7 0 -1.4% 0 5.8%
and Mining
Construction 180 180 177 0 -0.1% 2 1.3%
Manufacturing 602 603 569 -1 -0.2% 33 5.9%
Transportation
Equippmem 185 | 188 | 167 | -3 | -1.4% | 18 | 10.9%
Trade,
Transportation, and 800 801 775 -1 -0.1% 26 3.3%
Utilities
Retail Trade 459 460 449 -1 -0.3% 10 2.3%
Information 54 54 51 0 0.7% 3 6.3%
Financial Activities 237 237 233 0 0.0% 3 1.4%
Professional and
. ) 654 655 623 -1 -0.2% 30 4.8%
Business Services
Education and Health
) 653 650 652 3 0.5% 2 0.2%
Services
Leisure and
o ) 395 399 345 -4 -1.1% 50 14.4%
Hospitality Services
Other Services 159 159 152 0 0.0% 6 4.1%
Government 585 583 569 2 0.4% 16 2.8%

* Revised data for March 2022

** Preliminary data for April 2022

*** Change calculated using unrounded data

(more)
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Michigan
Hours and Earnings for Production Workers
Seasonally Adjusted

Manufacturing

Apr. Mar. Apr. Over the Month Over the Year
2022 2022 2021 Numeric | Percent | Numeric | Percent
Average
Weekly | $1,007.07 | $1,018.93 | $926.30 | -11.86 | -1.2% 80.77 8.7%
Earnings
Average
Weekly 41.1 42.7 39.7 -1.6 -3.7% 1.4 3.5%
Hours
Transportation Equipment Manufacturing
Apr. Mar. Apr. Over the Month Over the Year
2022 2022 2021 Numeric | Percent | Numeric | Percent
Average
Weekly |$1,172.34 | $1,290.43 | $1,109.30 | -118.09 | -9.2% 63.04 5.7%
Earnings
Average
Weekly 39.0 43.6 39.9 -4.6 -10.6% -0.9 -2.2%
Hours
-END-
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