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Michigan jobless rate remains stable in December 

Annual average payroll employment advances over year 

 
LANSING, Mich. – Michigan’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate remained 

constant over the month at 4.3 percent, according to data released today by the 

Michigan Department of Technology, Management & Budget. Employment in the state 

edged down by 1,000, while unemployment was unchanged over the month, resulting in 

a minor workforce reduction of 1,000 during December.     

 

“Michigan’s 2022 labor market continued to show improvement, with an annual jobless 

rate only 0.2 percentage points above the 2019 pre-pandemic annual rate,” said Wayne 

Rourke, labor market information director for the Michigan Center for Data and 

Analytics. “Annual payroll jobs also advanced notably over the year.” 

 

The U.S. jobless rate receded by one-tenth of a percentage point between November 

and December to 3.5 percent. Michigan’s December unemployment rate was eight-

tenths of a percentage point above the national rate. Over the year, the U.S. 

unemployment rate fell by 0.4 percentage points, while Michigan’s rate was reduced by 

0.8 percentage points since December 2021.     

 
Labor force trends and highlights 

• Michigan’s over-the-year unemployment reduction of 15.1 percent was 5.5 

percentage points larger than the U.S. over-the-year unemployment decline of 

9.6 percent.  

• The statewide quarterly jobless rate rose by 0.2 percentage points since the third 

quarter of 2022.  

• The December statewide labor force participation rate remained unchanged over 

the month at 59.9 percent, while Michigan’s employment-population ratio edged 

down by one-tenth of a percentage point to 57.3 percent. Both December 2022 

measures remained below their February 2020 values (61.1 percent and 58.8 

percent, respectively).  

 

(more) 
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Michigan  

Labor Force Estimates 

Seasonally Adjusted 

(Data in Thousands) 

 
Dec. 

2022 

Nov. 

2022 

Dec. 

2021 

Over the Month Over the Year 

Numeric Percent Numeric Percent 

Civilian  
Labor Force 

4,852 4,853 4,788 -1 0.0% 64 1.3% 

 Employed 4,644 4,645 4,543 -1 0.0% 101 2.2% 

 Unemployed 208 208 245 0 0.0% -37 -15.1% 

   Unemployment Rate 4.3 4.3 5.1 0.0 XXX -0.8 XXX 

Michigan’s 2022 preliminary annual average labor force data 

Michigan’s preliminary annual average unemployment rate in 2022 was 4.3 percent, a 

notable reduction of 1.6 percentage points below the 2021 annual average rate of 5.9 

percent. Total employment in Michigan averaged 4,641,000 in 2022, while total annual 

unemployment was 208,000. The state’s annual labor force level was 4,849,000 during 

2022.  

Annual average trends and highlights 

• Michigan’s annual jobless rate was reduced for the second consecutive year in 

2022. The state’s 2022 rate was 5.7 percentage points below the 2020 

pandemic annual rate of 10.0 percent.   

• Michigan’s 2022 annual jobless rate was two-tenths of a percentage point 

above the 2019 annual average pre-pandemic rate of 4.1 percent.  

• Annual average employment in the state rose by 145,000, or 3.2 percent, over 

the year, while the state’s average number of unemployed fell by 72,000, or 

25.7 percent.  

• Michigan’s annual average workforce total in 2022 increased by 1.5 percent 

over the year.  
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Detroit metro area unemployment rate edges up in December 

The Detroit-Warren-Dearborn Metropolitan Statistical Area’s (MSA) seasonally adjusted 

unemployment rate advanced by one-tenth of a percentage point to 3.7 percent over the 

month. The region’s workforce remained unchanged during December.  

The Detroit MSA jobless rate fell by 1.6 percentage points over the year. Employment 

rose by 21,000, while unemployment was reduced by 35,000 since December 2021.    

 
Detroit-Warren-Dearborn MSA  

Labor Force Estimates 
Seasonally Adjusted 

(Data in Thousands) 

 
Dec. 

2022 

Nov. 

2022 

Dec. 

2021 

Over the Month Over the Year 

Numeric Percent Numeric Percent 

Civilian  
Labor Force 

2,111 2,111 2,126 0 0.0% -15 -0.7% 

 Employed 2,034 2,034 2,013 0 0.0% 21 1.0% 

 Unemployed 78 76 113 2 2.6% -35 -31.0% 

  Unemployment Rate 3.7 3.6 5.3 0.1 XXX -1.6 XXX 

 

 

 

Detroit MSA 2022 preliminary annual average labor force trends 

 

The Detroit-Warren-Dearborn MSA’s preliminary annual average jobless rate in 

2022 was 4.1 percent, 2.1 percentage points below the 2021 average jobless rate of 

6.2 percent. The metro area annual jobless rate during 2022 was 0.2 percentage 

points below the statewide annual unemployment rate. 

 

 

 

 

 

(more) 
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Michigan nonfarm jobs essentially unchanged over the month 

According to the monthly survey of employers, Michigan seasonally adjusted payroll 

employment was nearly unchanged during December, edging up by 2,000, or 0.1 

percent. The total nonfarm job count was 4,381,000, with minor employment changes 

occurring in multiple industries over the month.   

Industry employment trends and highlights 

• December marked the seventh consecutive month of nonfarm job gains in the 

state, with total payroll employment advancing by 64,000, or 1.5 percent, since 

May 2022.  

• Slight employment gains across multiple industries were partially offset by payroll 

job decreases in leisure and hospitality (-3,000); financial activities (-2,000); and 

trade, transportation, and utilities (-2,000).  

• Michigan’s education and health services sector demonstrated an employment 

increase for the third consecutive month, with payroll jobs advancing by 4,000 

since October.  

• The largest over-the-year industry employment gains on a numerical basis 

occurred in the state’s education and health services (+21,000) and 

manufacturing (+15,000) sectors. 

• The monthly survey of employers indicated a preliminary 2022 annual average 

payroll job total of 4,343,000. This was 150,000, or 3.6 percent, above the 2021 

average job level in Michigan. 
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Michigan 
Payroll Employment Estimates 

Seasonally Adjusted  

(Data in Thousands) 

 
Dec.** 

2022 

Nov.* 

2022 

Dec. 

2021 

Over the Month*** Over the Year *** 

Numeric Percent Numeric Percent 

Total Nonfarm Payroll 

Jobs 
4,381 4,379 4,289 2 0.1% 92 2.2% 

Natural Resources 

and Mining 
8 8 7 0 0.0% 1 8.2% 

Construction 183 182 180 1 0.7% 4 2.0% 

Manufacturing 612 611 597 1 0.1% 15 2.5% 

Transportation 

Equipment 
196 194 189 3 1.4% 7 3.9% 

Trade, 

Transportation, and 

Utilities 

798 800 788 -2 -0.3% 10 1.3% 

  Retail Trade 451 453 452 -2 -0.5% -1 -0.3% 

Information 58 57 53 1 0.9% 5 8.5% 

Financial Activities 236 238 233 -2 -0.8% 3 1.2% 

Professional and 

Business Services 
664 661 653 2 0.3% 11 1.6% 

Education and Health 

Services 
668 665 648 4 0.5% 21 3.2% 

Leisure and 

Hospitality Services 
407 409 393 -3 -0.6% 13 3.4% 

Other Services 160 159 159 1 0.5% 1 0.8% 

Government 588 589 579 -1 -0.1% 9 1.6% 

 

* Revised data for November 2022 

** Preliminary data for December 2022 

*** Change calculated using unrounded data 

 

(more) 
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Michigan 

Hours and Earnings for Production Workers 

Seasonally Adjusted 

Manufacturing 

 Dec. 

2022 

Nov. 

2022 

Dec. 

2021 

Over the Month Over the Year 

Numeric Percent Numeric Percent 

Average 

Weekly 

Earnings 

$1,048.12 $1,109.79 $987.93 -61.67 -5.6% 60.19 6.1% 

Average 

Weekly 

Hours 

40.7 41.9 41.3 -1.2 -2.9% -0.6 -1.4% 

Transportation Equipment Manufacturing 

 Dec. 

2022 

Nov. 

2022 

Dec. 

2021 

Over the Month Over the Year 

Numeric Percent Numeric Percent 

Average 

Weekly 

Earnings 

$1,306.32 $1,360.30 $1,370.20 -53.98 -4.0% -63.88 -4.7% 

Average 

Weekly 

Hours 

43.9 44.4 46.5 -0.5 -1.1% -2.6 -5.6% 

 

 

 

NOTE: The Michigan Bureau of Labor Market Information and Strategic Initiatives is 

now the Michigan Center for Data and Analytics. 
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