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LA County Fire District 911 Firefighter/Paramedic Emergency Response Measure 

The Consolidated Fire Protection District of Los Angeles County (Fire District) 

provides fire protection, 9-1-1 emergency medical assistance and rescue operations 

around the clock, responding to more than 1,200 calls per day. Today, more funding is 

needed to hire and train additional firefighter/paramedics and replace aging safety gear, 

communications tools and lifesaving rescue equipment.   

Over the past decade, the demand for emergency medical services has grown 

exponentially, while climate change has resulted in more fast-moving, extreme wildfires. 

However, there has not been a commensurate increase in additional firefighters or 

paramedics to meet these increasing needs. As the fire season grows longer and drier, the 

number of medical calls the District receives also continues to skyrocket. This has placed a 

tremendous strain on the men and women who serve on the front lines and jeopardizes 

the Fire District’s ability to respond quickly to emergencies. Additional firefighters and 

paramedics are needed.  

• Since 2008, LA County has seen an over 50 percent increase in calls for 

assistance in medical emergencies, such as strokes, heart attacks and car 



 

 

 

 

 

accidents. Yet, in that same time period, there has been less than a 5 percent 

increase in paramedic units to respond to those calls.  

• The Fire District currently lacks the funding to meet national standard staffing 

levels as set by the National Fire Protection Association. 

• Our mutual aid system is no longer reliable. Today’s fast-moving, historically 

large wildfires are unpredictable and dangerous. We cannot count on firefighters 

from other areas helping in the event of disaster, since large wildfires often 

threaten other parts of California at the same time that they threaten our area.  

The problem has been exacerbated by the Fire District’s aging equipment, 

communications/infrastructure and life-saving rescue tools.  

• Local firefighters and paramedics are using decades old equipment.  

• 20-year-old fire engines and rescue vehicles frequently break down and are 

costly to repair and maintain.   

• The Fire District’s antiquated 30-year-old 9-1-1 communications system is 

incompatible with modern wireless and digital systems; this poses challenges for 

paramedics who need to communicate directly with emergency rooms while 

transporting patients, and does not provide GPS mapping, a critical tool to 

reduce response times.  

• Up-to-date equipment is needed, including thermal image cameras used to 

locate and rescue children, the elderly, and people with disabilities who are 

particularly vulnerable during fires, floods and earthquakes.  

In May 2018, the Board of Supervisors retained a financial and infrastructure expert 

to assess the needs of the Fire District.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

The report confirmed that additional funding is urgently needed to increase the 

number of firefighter/paramedics and staff on duty, replace aging firefighter safety 

equipment, and to upgrade the communications systems, equipment and tools used every 

day to respond quickly and effectively to 9-1-1 medical emergencies, house fires and 

wildfires. The report states the District needs additional funding to hire and train more 

firefighters and paramedics to accommodate the increasing need for life-saving emergency 

medical services and to maintain, upgrade, and replace its safety equipment, systems, 

facilities, life-saving devices, and vehicles.  

LA County Fire is one of the largest emergency service agencies in the world, 

providing life-saving services to more than 4.1 million residents and commercial 

businesses in 59 cities and all unincorporated areas within the County of Los Angeles 

through 174 neighborhood fire stations. Today, it is essential that this agency get more 

funding to continue protecting lives and property at the high level it always has done. We 

need to invest in our firefighters and paramedics and give them the resources they need to 

save lives and protect property. 

WE, THEREFORE MOVE that the Board of Supervisors adopt the attached 

resolution calling for and giving notice of an election on a measure to impose an annual 

special parcel tax of 6 cents ($0.06) per square foot of improvements on all improved 

parcels, except as exempted, within the District, and instruct the Fire District, Treasurer-

Tax Collector,  County Counsel, and Registrar Recorder/County Clerk to take all steps 

necessary to place the “LOS ANGELES COUNTY FIRE DISTRICT 911 FIREFIGHTER/ 

PARAMEDIC EMERGENCY RESPONSE MEASURE” on the March 3, 2020 ballot. 
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