
EPA How’s My Waterway?  
 

1. Navigate to ‘EPA How’s My Waterway 2” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. EPA’s website looks like this.  

 

 

3. You can look at water quality on a nation, state, or local level.  We will explore all of them.  

 

 

 



4. National level gives high overview of water quality from National Aquatic Resources studies.  

 

 

5. The state tab will allow you to navigate to a state 

 

 

 



6. There is a bit more information under the states tab.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7.  On to the local areas.  Enter the area you are interested in in the navigation bar.  

 

 

 

8.  The website will show you the town/area you searched with the delineated watershed.   

 

 



9. By clicking the ‘monitoring stations’ and ‘permitted dischargers’ button you can see what 

entities are discharging to the watershed and where monitoring has occurred.   

 

 

10. By hovering over each symbol and left clicking brings up an info windows showing some 

information about the permitted discharge…. (Information about the facility can be accessed 

here) 

 



 

11.  …or monitoring station (data from this station is accessible through this screen)  

 

 

12.  By hovering over the river/stream segment and left clicking you can get to the watershed 

report.  

 



 

13. The waterbody report.  

 

 

14. Click the buttons on the right hand side (aquatic life use, domestic water supply, general use, 

and recreation use) gives information about the state of this section of the waterbody.  

 



EPA Enforcement and Compliance History Online (ECHO) 
 

1. When you open up a permitted discharge window from the How’s My Waterway website you 

can go to ‘Facility Report’ at the bottom of the window.  This link will take you to the EPA’s 

ECHO database Detailed Facility Report for that individual permit.  This example is not to single 

out any individual entity but to demonstrate the capabilities of the database.   

 

 

 



2. Scrolling further down the initial page for the facility shows the different types and levels of non-

compliance by quarter for the previous three years.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. Scrolling back to the top we can look at the effluent data more closely by clicking the ‘CWA 

Effluent Charts’ link (outlined by a red box).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. Clicking the ‘CWA Effluents Chart’ link brings us to charts page and gives us to option to see and 

download the discharge monitoring data that each facility is required by permit to submit to the 

TCEQ and EPA.   Effluent parameters are listed along the left side of the page.  Parameters that 

are noted with a blue box are in compliance and red boxes means non-compliance.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5. When we select one of the red boxes a chart below the list or parameters appears and is 

populated with the data for that parameter.   This chart shows daily average (diamonds) and 

daily maximum (triangles) for ammonia-nitrogen.   There are links to download the data and for 

a chart legend.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



USGS – Texas Water Dashboard 
 

1. Searching for “USGS Texas Water Dashboard” or following this link (USGS - Texas Water 

Dashboard) will bring you to the Texas Dashboard.  This is an interactive map that can take you 

to specific sites managed by the USGS in Texas.  

 

 

2.  Using the mouse wheel to zoom into our area of interest we can start to see the placement of 

the stations on the various waterbodies.  We are currently looking at the San Bernard 

watershed.  

 

https://txpub.usgs.gov/txwaterdashboard/
https://txpub.usgs.gov/txwaterdashboard/


3. Zooming in even further gives more detail and we can select a station we are interested in. By 

clicking the “More Data” tab at the bottom of the pop-up window brings us to this site’s page.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. Each USGS gage station page shows what information is available for that station.  

 

 

 



5. By changing the date, we can see what the flows have been like in the San Bernard River at 

Boling, Texas. I have put in the dates to look at the last years’ worth of flow data.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6. And you can also access a summary table for the data at each site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7. Here is what the summary data looks like  

 

 

8. Drilling down further we can look at daily discharge and gage height data and the daily, monthly, 

annual statistics as well as any field measurements or water quality samples the USGS collected 

at the site.   I have chosen to look at the monthly statistics.  I picked “Discharge” and entered in 

the dates for the last year and asked for a table of the monthly means.   

 

 



9. The data is returned to us in a table format showing the monthly means from March 2020 

through March 2021.   

 

 

  



TCEQ Surface Water Quality Web Reporting Tool 
 

1. The TCEQ Surface Water Quality Web Reporting Tool can be used to download batches of water 

quality data by TCEQ segment.  

 

 

  



 

2. Using the mouse wheel, you can zoom to the San Bernard River.   As the user gets closer the 

data layers appear showing streams and monitoring locations.  Clicking on the stream will open 

a pop up window. 

 

 

3. In the pop-up window is a link titled “Click for Report”.   

 

 
 

 

 



4. Clicking this link will download the water quality data for that Segment (1301).  Depending on 

what browser you are using the browser will let you know when the data is downloaded.  I am 

using Edge here and by opening the file in the browser pop up the file opens in Notepad.    

 

 

 

 

For any further questions please contact Marty Kelly (TPWD – Water Resources) at (512) 389 – 8214 or 

email at marty.kelly@tpwd.texas.gov 


