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              Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP)
            
          
          
            

              Ninth Edition, Revision 07.2022
            
          
	      MPEP Archives - PDF archive of previous publications of the manual from 1948 – 2020.

          
            The USPTO continues to offer an online discussion tool for commenting on selected chapters of the Manual.  To participate in the discussion and to contribute your ideas go to: https://uspto-mpep.ideascalegov.com. 

			

		
	
	     Updates Since Current MPEP

		 
			The current MPEP (9th Edition, Rev. 07.2022), published February 2023, is up-to-date as of July 31, 2022. Any changes to USPTO patent examining policies and procedures that occurred after July 31, 2022, have not been incorporated into the current MPEP. 

            

			The following are links to updated information:

            Current fees – Refer to the Current USPTO Fee Schedule.

            Consolidated Laws – The patent laws in effect as of December 29, 2022.

            Consolidated Rules – The patent rules in effect as of March 29, 2024.


			  Subsequent Publications (After July 31, 2022) – A listing of documents that made changes to USPTO patent examining policies and procedures after July 31, 2022, and are under consideration for inclusion in a future publication of the MPEP. This listing is current as of March 29, 2024.

  
 
            
The following supersede one or more portions of the current MPEP:
Revised form paragraphs to eliminate references to EFS-Web and Private PAIR (January 3, 2024) 
Advance Notice of Change to MPEP § 706.07 and Form Paragraph 7.39.01 (October 25, 2023)
Advance Notice of Change to MPEP § 2205 (October 4, 2023)

			

			  
			
Current MPEP

			
            
            MPEP sections that were revised in the current MPEP have a revision indicator of [R-07.2022] adjacent to the section title. Throughout the MPEP, these revision indicators identify the date of the last revision to that section. 

			  See the “Change Summary” for an explanation of the changes made in the current MPEP.

The current MPEP (9th Edition, Rev. 07.2022) is available in three formats: Searchable MPEP (eMPEP), HTML, and PDF.

	    
            Searchable MPEP (eMPEP)

            	See the user manual  or quick reference guide for help with search features (e.g., default operators, proximity searches, and wild cards) and navigation.




HTML and PDF

Links below including a downloadable zip file:

            


           Change Summary     PDF  

           Title Page      PDF 

           Foreword      PDF 

           Introduction      PDF 

		   Table of Contents       PDF 

           Chapter 100 -     PDF     Secrecy, Access, National Security, and Foreign Filing 

           Chapter 200 -     PDF   Types and Status of Application; Benefit and Priority Claims 

           Chapter 300 -     PDF   Ownership and Assignment 

           Chapter 400 -    PDF    Representative of Applicant or Owner 

           Chapter 500 -     PDF    Receipt and Handling of Mail and Papers 

           Chapter 600 -      PDF   Parts, Form, and Content of Application 

           Chapter 700 -     PDF    Examination of Applications 

           Chapter 800 -     PDF   Restriction in Applications Filed Under 35 U.S.C. 111; Double Patenting 

           Chapter 900 -     PDF   Prior Art, Search, Classification, and Routing 

           Chapter 1000 -     PDF  Matters Decided by Various U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Officials 

           Chapter 1100 -     PDF   Statutory Invention Registration (SIR); Pre-Grant Publication (PGPub) and Preissuance Submissions 

           Chapter 1200 -     PDF    Appeal 

           Chapter 1300 -     PDF   Allowance and Issue 

           Chapter 1400 -     PDF   Correction of Patents 

           Chapter 1500 -     PDF   Design Patents 

           Chapter 1600 -     PDF   Plant Patents 

           Chapter 1700 -     PDF   Miscellaneous 

           Chapter 1800 -     PDF    Patent Cooperation Treaty 

           Chapter 1900 -     PDF   Protest 

           Chapter 2000 -     PDF   Duty of Disclosure 

           Chapter 2100 -     PDF   Patentability 

           Chapter 2200 -     PDF   Citation of Prior Art and Ex Parte Reexamination of Patents 

           Chapter 2300 -     PDF   Interference and Derivation Proceedings  

           Chapter 2400 -     PDF   Biotechnology 

           Chapter 2500 -     PDF   Maintenance Fees 

           Chapter 2600 -     PDF   Optional Inter Partes Reexamination 

           Chapter 2700 -     PDF   Patent Terms, Adjustments, and Extensions 

           Chapter 2800 -     PDF   Supplemental Examination 

           Chapter 2900 -     PDF   International Design Applications 

           Appendix I -     PDF   Reserved 

           Appendix II  -     PDF   List of Decisions Cited 

           Appendix L -    PDF   Patent Laws 

           Appendix R -     PDF   Patent Rules 

           Appendix T -     PDF   Patent Cooperation Treaty 

           Appendix AI -     PDF   Administrative Instructions Under the PCT 

           Appendix P  -    PDF   Paris Convention 

           Subject Matter Index      PDF

          Form Paragraphs      PDF 

                  
                   

          Zipped version of the MPEP current revision in the PDF format.

            

          

        

        
        	
                  Previous Editions and Revisions 

                    

                    All previous editions and revisions of the Manual are available from the MPEP Archives

                  

              
                
                  First Edition, November 1949  

                    Second Edition, November 1953  

                    Third Edition,
                    November 1961  

                    Fourth Edition, June 1979  

                    Fifth Edition, August 1983  

                    Sixth Edition,
                    January 1995  

                    Seventh Edition, July 1998  

                    Eighth Edition, August 2001 

                    Ninth Edition, March 2014

                   

                



        

        

        
           

        

      

    

  




  
    
      	 Change Summary 
	 Title Page 
	 Foreword 
	 Introduction 
	 Chapter 100 - Secrecy, Access, National Security, and Foreign Filing 
	 Chapter 200 - Types, Cross-Noting, and Status of Application 
	 Chapter 300 - Ownership and Assignment 
	 Chapter 400 - Representative of Applicant or Owner 
	 Chapter 500 - Receipt and Handling of Mail and Papers 
	 Chapter 600 - Parts, Form, and Content of Application 
	 Chapter 700 - Examination of Applications 
	 Chapter 800 - Restriction in Applications Filed Under 35 U.S.C. 111; Double Patenting 
	 Chapter 900 - Prior Art, Classification, and Search 
	 Chapter 1000 - Matters Decided by Various U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Officials 
	 Chapter 1100 - Statutory Invention Registration (SIR); Pre-Grant Publication (PGPub) and Preissuance Submissions 
	 Chapter 1200 - Appeal 
	 Chapter 1300 - Allowance and Issue 
	 Chapter 1400 - Correction of Patents 
	 Chapter 1500 - Design Patents 
	 Chapter 1600 - Plant Patents 
	 Chapter 1700 - Miscellaneous 
	 Chapter 1800 - Patent Cooperation Treaty 
	 Chapter 1900 - Protest 
	 Chapter 2000 - Duty of Disclosure 
	 Chapter 2100 - Patentability 
	 Chapter 2200 - Citation of Prior Art and Ex Parte Reexamination of Patents 
	 Chapter 2300 - Interference and Derivation Proceedings 
	 Chapter 2400 - Biotechnology 
	 Chapter 2500 - Maintenance Fees 
	 Chapter 2600 - Optional Inter Partes Reexamination 
	 Chapter 2700 - Patent Terms, Adjustments, and Extensions 
	 Chapter 2800 - Supplemental Examination 
	 Chapter 2900 - International Design Applications 
	 Appendix I - Reserved 
	 Appendix II  - List of Decisions Cited 
	 Appendix L - Patent Laws 
	 Appendix R - Patent Rules 
	 Appendix T - Patent Cooperation Treaty 
	 Appendix AI - Administrative Instructions Under the PCT 
	 Appendix P  - Paris Convention 
	 Subject Matter Index 
	 Form Paragraphs  


    

  











   [image: United States Patent and Trademark Office]

  

  
    	Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use
	Security
	Emergencies/Security Alerts
	Information Quality Guidelines


  

  
    	Federal Activities Inventory Reform (FAIR) Act
	Notification and Federal Employee Antidiscrimination and Retaliation (NoFEAR) Act
	Budget & Performance
	Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)


  

  
    	Department of Commerce NoFEAR Act Report
	Regulations.gov
	STOP!Fakes.gov
	Department of Commerce
	USA.gov


  

  
    	Strategy Targeting Organized Piracy (STOP!)
	Careers
	Site Index
	Contact Us
	USPTO Webmaster


  




   This page is owned by Patents.

   Last Modified: 
     
    11/05/2015 11:53:50 
  





  

  

  

  

  

  




