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Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development
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MINUTES
Meeting of 14 January 2021, 16.45-18.45

BRUSSELS

With remote participation of AGRI Members, the Council and Commission

The meeting opened at 16.46 on Thursday, 14 January 2021, with Norbert Lins (Chair) 
presiding. 

1. Adoption of agenda AGRI_OJ(2021)0114_3

The agenda was adopted in the form shown in these minutes.

2. Chair's announcements

Interpretation was available in 17 languages: FR, DE, IT, NL, EN, DA, EL, ES, PT, FI, 
CS, HU, LT, PL, SL, BG and RO

*** Remote voting procedure***

Opening of the remote voting procedure via the application iVote.
All Members taking part in the votes (either present in committee meeting room or via remote 
participation) voted via application iVote.

The voting session opened at 16.50 and closed at 19.00.

3. Commission Delegated Regulation amending Delegated Regulation (EU) 2020/427 
as regards the date of application of the amendments to certain detailed 
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production rules for organic products in Annex II to Regulation (EU) 2018/848 of 
the European Parliament and of the Council

AGRI/9/04807
2020/2902(DEA) C(2020)08462

Adoption of motion for a resolution

Non-objection pursuant to Rule 111(6): vote on the recommendation for a decision to 
raise no objection to a delegated act

Decision: The draft motion was adopted: 47 votes to 0, with 0 abstention.

*** End of electronic vote ***

4. Exchange of views with the representatives of the Commission (DG SANTE), 
EFSA and ECDC on the mink sector situation in the context of the current COVID 
crisis

Speakers: Norbert Lins, Francisco Reviriego Gordejo (DG SANTE), Cornelia Adlhoch 
(ECDC), Nikolaus Georg Kriz (EFSA), Daniel Buda, Juozas Olekas, Asger Christensen, 
Ivan David, Pär Holmgren, Zbigniew Kuźmiuk, Anja Hazekamp, Dino Giarrusso, 
Annie Schreijer-Pierik, Eric Andrieu

5. Exchange of views with a Commission representative (DG AGRI) on the US 
sanctions on EU agri-food products

Speakers: Norbert Lins, John Clarke (DG AGRI), Juan Ignacio Zoido Álvarez, Paolo 
De Castro, Ulrike Müller, Ivan David, Martin Häusling, Mazaly Aguilar, Luke Ming 
Flanagan, Anne Sander, Eric Andrieu, Christine Schneider, Irène Tolleret, Asger 
Christensen, Annie Schreijer-Pierik

6. Approval of recommendations issued by AGRI Coordinators during their meeting 
of 14 January 2021

1. OPINIONS

1.1. Guidelines for the 2022 Budget - Section III - 2020/2265(BUI)

Decision: The opinion is allocated to S&D for 1 point.

1.2. The role of development policy in the response to biodiversity loss in developing 
countries, in the context of the achievement of the 2030 Agenda - 2020/2274(INI)

Decision: Coordinators decided not to issue any opinion.

1.3. EU Strategy to reduce methane emissions

Decision: The opinion is allocated to Renew for 1 point.

https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/2265(BUI)&l=en
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2. REQUESTS FOR ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED IN UPCOMING COMMITTEE 
MEETING AGENDAS

2.1. Invitation to Tom Vilsack - new US agriculture minister

Decision: Coordinators decided to invite Mr Vilsack for an exchange of views in 
ComAGRI, in case his nomination is approved.

3. MISCELLANEOUS DECISIONS

3.1. EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement - AGRI Opinion as part of the 
consent procedure

Decision: Coordinators decided to prepare the AGRI opinion on the consent procedure 
and the AGRI contribution to the UKCG Resolution, both in the form of a 
Chair’s letter, to be approved by Coordinators.

3.2. Proposals for EP and Council decisions on the Equivalence of EU and UK rules 
on (1) forest reproductive material produced in the UK [2020/0378 (COD)] and 
(2) field inspections and checks on practices for the maintenance of varieties of 
agricultural plant species carried out in the UK [2020/0379 (COD)]

Decision: Coordinators decided that both files will be treated as urgent by Parliament 
under Rule 163.

3.3. Covid-19 Delegated acts for the wine and fruit &vegetable sector

Decision: Coordinators agreed to start an early-non objection procedure for this act 
once it is officially transmitted to the EP.

3.4. Request for early non objection of the European Parliament to a Commission 
Delegated Regulation (EU) …/...of 4.12.2020 amending Delegated Regulation 
(EU) 2020/427 as regards the date of application of the amendments to certain 
detailed production rules for organic products in Annex II to Regulation (EU) 
2018/848 of the European Parliament and of the Council

Decision: The Coordinators agreed to start an early-non objection procedure for this act 
with a view of holding ComAGRI vote on 14 January.

3.5. Transpareny in CAP trilogues

Decision: Coordinators discussed the approach to take vis-à-vis the requests for access 
to trilogue documents, confirmed their will to comply with the ECJ ruling and 
agreed to be as transparent as possible by publishing the agenda and a brief 
debriefing of each trilogue.

Coordinators decided that the shadow rapporteurs shall also be able to take 
the floor during the reporting back from trilogues in Committee.

https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0378(COD)&l=en
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2020/0379(COD)&l=en
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3.6. Request from the Court of Auditors: AGRI contribution to the ECA 2022 work 
programme         

Decision: Coordinators will instruct their Political Groups to submit to the Secretariat 
any proposals for contributions by 5 March 2021 noon, and the Secretariat 
will subsequently forward them to the CCC Secretariat.

3.7. EU Strategy to reduce methane emissions agricultural aspects - Hearing

Decision: Coordinators accepted the proposal to have a joint hearing with ENVI and 
ITRE, the speaking time and the scope of the hearing will be submitted to the 
Coordinators’ approval.

4. PETITIONS

4.1 Follow-up to 2 petitions on large predators 

Decision: The ID group will submit modifications to the draft letter in written, a written 
consultation will subsequently be launched to validate the revised version.

Petitions for information

4.2. Petition 0974/2019 by Richard Herter (German) on the humus content of land 
used for agriculture

4.3. Petition No 0685/2020 by Gabriela Fletan (Romanian) on the management of the 
wild bear population in the Jiu Valley, Romania

4.4. Petition No 0786/2020 by Marieke Vreeken (Dutch), on behalf of Animal 
Advocacy and Protection (Stichting AAP), on regulation of trade and keeping of 
exotic pets in the European Union through an EU positive list 

4.5. Petition No 0827/2020 by Eduard Köck (Austrian), bearing 5 signatures, on the 
regulation of the wolf population in the European Union

Decision: The CO2 storage petition will be dealt with at the next Coordinators’ meeting.

The AGRI Committee will take note of the above-mentioned petitions and its 
Chair will inform the Chair of the PETI Committee that it has done so.

5. OTHER DOCUMENTS FOR INFORMATION

Decision: No action with respect to any of the documents included in Annex I.

7. Next meetings

25 January 2021, 16.45 – 18.45
26 January 2021, 9.00 – 12.00
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1 February 2021, 16.30 – 19.00
4 February 2021, 13.45 – 15.45

The meeting closed at 18.39.

* * *
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ANWESENHEITSLISTE/KOHALOLIJATE NIMEKIRI/ΚΑΤΑΣΤΑΣΗ ΠΑΡΟΝΤΩΝ/RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/ 

LISTE DE PRÉSENCE/POPIS NAZOČNIH/ELENCO DI PRESENZA/APMEKLĒJUMU REĢISTRS/DALYVIŲ SĄRAŠAS/ 
JELENLÉTI ÍV/REĠISTRU TA' ATTENDENZA/PRESENTIELIJST/LISTA OBECNOŚCI/LISTA DE PRESENÇAS/ 
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Бюро/Mesa/Předsednictvo/Formandskabet/Vorstand/Juhatus/Προεδρείο/Bureau/Predsjedništvo/Ufficio di presidenza/Prezidijs/ 
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Norbert Lins, Francisco Guerreiro, Daniel Buda, Mazaly Aguilar, Elsi Katainen

Членове/Diputados/Poslanci/Medlemmer/Mitglieder/Parlamendiliikmed/Βουλευτές/Members/Députés/Zastupnici/Deputati/Deputāti/ 
Nariai/Képviselõk/Membri/Leden/Posłowie/Deputados/Deputaţi/Jäsenet/Ledamöter

Clara Aguilera, Atidzhe Alieva Veli, Eric Andrieu, Benoît Biteau, Mara Bizzotto, Asger Christensen, Paolo De Castro, Ivan David, 
Jérémy Decerle, Herbert Dorfmann, Luke Ming Flanagan, Dino Giarrusso, Martin Häusling, Chris MacManus, Colm Markey, Marlene 
Mortler, Ulrike Müller, Maria Noichl, Juozas Olekas, Eugenia Rodríguez Palop, Bronis Ropė, Anne Sander, Simone Schmiedtbauer, 
Annie Schreijer-Pierik, Veronika Vrecionová,  Juan Ignacio Zoido Álvarez 
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Supplenti/Aizstājēji/Pavaduojantysnariai/Póttagok/Sostituti/Plaatsvervangers/Zastępcy/Membros suplentes/Supleanţi/Náhradníci/ 
Namestniki/Varajäsenet/Suppleanter

Franc Bogovič, Anja Hazekamp, Pär Holmgren, Peter Jahr, Zbigniew Kuźmiuk, Christine Schneider, Irène Tolleret, Ruža Tomašić
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56 (8) (Точка от дневния ред/Punto del orden del día/Bod pořadu jednání (OJ)/Punkt på dagsordenen/Tagesordnungspunkt/ 
Päevakorra punkt/Σημείο της ημερήσιας διάταξης/Agenda item/Point OJ/Točka dnevnog reda/Punto all'ordine del giorno/Darba kārtības 
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e outros órgãos/Alte instituții și organe/Iné inštitúcie a orgány/Muut toimielimet ja elimet/Andra institutioner och organ

Други участници/Otros participantes/Ostatní účastníci/Endvidere deltog/Andere Teilnehmer/Muud osalejad/Επίσης παρόντες/Other 
participants/Autres participants/Drugi sudionici/Altri partecipanti/Citi klātesošie/Kiti dalyviai/Más résztvevők/Parteċipanti ohra/Andere 
aanwezigen/Inni uczestnicy/Outros participantes/Alţi participanţi/Iní účastníci/Drugi udeleženci/Muut osallistujat/Övriga deltagare
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Results of roll-call votes
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1. Draft recommentation for a decision pursuant to Rule 111(6) of the Rules of Procedure 
to raise no objections to the Commission Delegated Regulation amending Delegated 
Regulation (EU) 2020/427 as regards the date of application of the amendments to certain 
detailed production rules for organic products in Annex II to Regulation (EU) 2018/848 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council – C(2020)08642 – (2020/2902(DEA))

1.1. Final vote
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