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Highlights/Reminders

» Marten harvest is required to be called in.

« Two swivels, including a center swivel on the base of the trap,
are required for all ground set foothold traps.

« Inspection of bobcat, fisher, otter, and swift fox harvests can
now be completed within 10 days of the calender close of
the season. Formerly it was within 10 days of the harvest.

« Special trapping regulations in Lynx Protection Zones

* Trapping on Fish, Wildlife & Parks lands, which includes
Wildlife Management Areas, Fishing Access Sites, and State
Parks requires, written authorization.

* Trappers are required to obtain a free Special Recreational
Use License (SRUL) from the Montana Department of Natural
Resources and Conservation (DNRC) prior to trapping or
snaring on State School Trust lands.

* The capture of any animal that cannot be lawfully trapped,
including domestic animals, must be reported to FWP within
24 hours.

« Starting in license year 2022, trapper education is required
for any trapper who has not trapped for three years in their
lifetime (does not need to be consecutive). This does not
apply to those trapping for the purposes of livestock or
property protection.

Regulations are Adopted by the Fish & Wildlife Commission

Regulations for season dates, structures, and restrictions were
adopted by the F&W Commission on August 20, 2021, under the
authority granted in MCA 87-1-301 and are valid from the date of
adoption, through June 30, 2022. The F&W Commission reserves
the authority to amend the seasons, limits, and regulations herein
if deemed necessary for wildlife management purposes. Statutes
and other information, including other agencies’ restrictions,
are provided as a courtesy and do not fall under Commission
authority. Henry “Hank” Worsech, Director.

Discrimination Prohibited - State and Federal laws, Title VI of
Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
of 1973, Title Il of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990,
the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and Title IX of the Education
Amendments of 1972, prohibit discrimination on the basis of
race, color, sex, age, religion, national origin, or disability. Anyone
believing he or she has been discriminated against (as described
above) in any FWP program, activity, or facility may write to
FWP Human Resources, 1420 East Sixth Avenue, PO Box 200701,
Helena, MT 59620-0701 or the office of Equal Opportunity, U.S.
Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240. Any changes
made to this printed publication can be found on the FWP website
or by inquiring at any local FWP office.

License Information

The following licenses, with the exceptions noted under
“Requirements,” are available at Fish, Wildlife & Parks offices
and most FWP license providers throughout the state. Mail-in
applications are available online at the FWP website fwp.mt.gov.
The current years’ trapper license is valid July 1through June 30
of the following year.

License Requirement Exemptions - No license is required
for resident trappers/hunters or nonresident hunters to take
predatory animals and nongame wildlife. Non-resident trappers
of predatory animals or non-game wildlife must purchase a
non-resident trapping license.

Resident Hound Training License (RHTL) - Entitles license
holder to use a dog or dogs to aid in pursuing mountain lions and
bobcats during the hound training season from Dec. 2 - April 14
of the following year per MCA 87-2-521. A person may not kill a
mountain lion or bobcat with a RHTL.

Hunter Education Requirements (MCA 87-2-105) - If you were
born after January 1, 1985, you are required to show proof of
completing a Montana hunter safety and education course or an
approved hunter safety course from any other state or province
prior to applying for or purchasing a hunting license, whether the
hunting license is for the rifle or archery season.

License Availability Chart

License Requirements Cost

$4 Resident
(6-17, 62+)

$8 Resident
(18-62)

$10 Nonresident

Conservation Required Prerequisite

Available to resident conservation
license holders 12 years of age or older.

General
Purchase by Feb. 28, 2022. Allows

gtrai?dpeerg’t license holder to trap furbearers, hunt $20
or chase bobcat. Deadline for bobcat
validation is Nov. 30, 2021.
Available to resident conservation

Youth license holders 6 through 11 years of

Trapper, |age. Valid only for two furbearers - Free

Resident |mink and muskrat. Purchase by Feb.
28, 2022.

Applicant must give description of
owned or leased land, name, address,
and resident ALS number. License
Landowner |holder restricted to trapping and

Trapper, |hunting only on their owned property $1

Resident |and leased lands. Issued only through
FWP offices. Deadline for bobcat
validation is Nov. 30, 2021. Purchase
by Feb. 28, 2022.

Available only to nonresident
conservation license holders 12 years of
age or older, whose state of residence
has nonresident trapper licenses
available to Montana trappers. Issued $250
only through FWP offices. Season
Dates: Oct. 16-Apr. 15. Valid only for
predatory animals, nongame wildlife,
and wolves. Purchase by Feb. 28,2022.

Nonresident
Trapper

Required to trap on State School
B Trust Lands. Contact Montana
Sé)eec?:;t?ci\lni? Department of Natural Resources
Use License and Conservation to apply for this

license (406-444-9726). Apply by

Free

Sep. 30, 2021.
Rﬁg&'ﬁgt Available to resident conservation
Tt license holders 12 years of age or $5
(RHTL? older. Purchase by Feb. 28, 2022.
Issued only through FWP Helena $10 Resident
Fur Dealer Headquarters, Law Enforcement $10 Agent

Division. First-time purchase any

time but renewal must be by May 1. Nonresident

*Montana nonresident fur dealer license cost is the same cost
as a nonresident fur dealer license in the home state of the
applicant.

Bait (CR) - bait is defined as the meat or viscera of a mammal, bird
or fish, or any part thereof more than one pound in weight. Bleached
bones are excluded.

Center Swivel (CR) - A swivel located on the underside of the
trap as near the center of the base plate as reasonably possible.
The swivel can be attached directly to the base plate at the
center, attached to a D-ring centered on the base plate, or can
be included in the chain at a point no more than 5 normal chain
links from a centered D-ring or base plate attachment point at
the center.

Excess Take (CR) - the take of a legally harvestable species after the
season is closed or an individual’s possession limit has been met.
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Fur Dealer (MCA 87-4-301) - Any person or persons, firm,
company, or corporation engaging in or conducting wholly
or in part the business of buying or selling, trading or dealing
within the state of Montana, in the skins or pelts of any animal
or animals, designated by the laws of Montana as furbearing or
predatory animals. If such fur dealer resides in or the principal
place of business is within the state of Montana, that dealer shall
be deemed a resident fur dealer. All other fur dealers should be
deemed nonresident fur dealers.

Furbearers (MCA 87-6-101) - Furbearing animals are legally
defined as beaver, otter, muskrat, mink, marten, fisher, wolverine,
bobcat, swift fox, and lynx . There is currently no season for lynx or
for wolverine. Only Montana residents may hunt or trap furbearers
and a license is required. Bobcats are the only furbearer that may
be hunted in Montana.

Ground Set (CR) - Any trap originally set in or on the land (soil,
rock, etc.). This includes any traps elevated less than 48 inches
above the natural ground or current snow level.

Nongame Wildlife (MCA 87-6-101) - means any wild mammal,
bird, amphibian, reptile, fish, mollusk, crustacean, or other
animal not otherwise legally classified by Montana statute or
regulation. Examples of nongame wildlife are badger, raccoon,
and red fox. There is no resident license required to trap
nongame wildlife. Nonresidents must purchase a license in
order to trap nongame wildlife.

Non-target Capture (CR)- Capture of any animal that cannot be
lawfully trapped, including domestic animals.

Predatory Animals (MCA 87-6-101) - coyote, weasel, skunk, and
civet cat. There is no resident license required to trap predators.
Nonresidents must purchase a license in order to trap predators.

Relaxing Snare - A relaxing snare has a snare lock that allows
the snare loop to release constriction pressure on the captured
animal when the cable is not taut (e.g., when the animal stops
pulling, it will loosen). This means that the locking device on
the snare cable operates both ways allowing the snare cable to
move back and forth to some degree. Locks that only close or
that use springs or other powering devices to hold them closed
are not considered relaxing snares. See page 15 for examples of
relaxing snares.

Trap (MCA 87-6-101) - to take or harvest or participate in the
taking or harvesting of any wildlife protected by the laws of the
state by setting or placing any mechanical device, snare, deadfall,
pit, or device intended to take wildlife or to remove wildlife from
any of these devices.

Water Set (CR)- Any trap originally set in or on any body of
water. This shall include traps on floats in the water and those
that are set with a minimum of one-third of the trap submerged.
The term water set applies to traps set on beaver dams, in bank
holes and in the water at bank slides. This shall not apply to
temporarily standing water resulting from any cause, such as
rainfall, snow, runoff, or flooding.

Laws and Rules

These laws and rules apply to trapping of furbearers, predatory
animals, and nongame wildlife. They do not apply to trapping that
is regulated by Title 81 (Livestock), Montana Code Annotated.
Captures of Domestic Dogs (CR) - To improve understanding of
accidental dog captures in traps or snares, trappers must report
such captures, excluding trappers’ dogs, to an FWP regional office
within 24 hours of identifying the capture.

Disturbing Traps or Trapped Animals (MCA 87-6-601(4)) - A
person may not destroy, disturb, or remove any trap or snare
belonging to another person or remove wildlife from a trap or
snare belonging to another person without permission of the
owner of the trap or snare, except that from March 1to Oct. 1 of
each year a person may remove any snare from land owned or
leased by the person if the snare would endanger livestock. This
requirement does not apply to a law enforcement officer acting
within the scope of the officer’s duty.

Exposed Carcass or Baiting (CR) - No trap or snare may be set
wki)thin 30 feet of an exposed carcass or bait that is visible from
above.
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Inspection by Warden (MCA 87-1-502) - Wildlife taken must
be shown to FWP Enforcement personnel for inspection when
requested.

Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact (IWVC) - Montana is
a member of the IWVC. Under the compact, member states
recognize suspensions of hunting, fishing, or trapping privileges.
It is unlawful for a violator whose privilege to hunt, fish, or
trap is suspended to obtain or attempt to obtain a license,
tag, or permit in a member state. For more information, call
406-444-2452.

Landowner Permission (MCA 87-6-415) - A person may not
hunt or attempt to hunt furbearers, game animals, migratory
game birds, nongame wildlife, predatory animals, upland game
birds, or wolves while hunting on private property without first
obtaining permission of the landowner, the lessee, or their agents.
Regardless of whether the land is posted or not, hunters must
have permission from the landowner, lessee, or their agent before
hunting on private property. For the purposes of this section,
the term “hunt” has the same meaning as provided in 87-6-101
and includes entering private land to: (a) retrieve wildlife; or (b)
access public land to hunt.

(MCA 87-6-601) - A person may not use a trap or snare for the
purpose of trapping or snaring a fur-bearing animal, a predatory
animal, or a nongame wildlife species on private property without
obtaining written permission from the landowner, the lessee, or
their agents.

License and Permit Possession/Use (MCA 87-6-304)

It is unlawful to:

* Hunt or trap or attempt to hunt or trap for any furbearing
animal unless the person is carrying the required license or
permit at the time.

» Refuse to produce a license or permit and the identification
used in purchasing a license or permit for inspection to a
game warden.

* Alter or change a license in any material manner.

« Loan or transfer any license to another person.

» Use a license issued to another person.

* Have physical control over a valid and unused hunting license
or permit issued to another person while in any location that
the species to be hunted may inhabit. This prohibition does not
apply to a person who is carrying or has physical control over
a license or permit issued to that person’s spouse or to any
minor when the spouse or minor is hunting with that person.

Littering (MCA 75-10-212) - A holder of a Montana resident

or nonresident hunting license or camping permit convicted

of littering campgrounds, public or private lands, streams, or
lakes, while hunting, fishing, or camping shall forfeit any current

Montana hunting, fishing, or trapping license and the privilege to

hunt, fish, camp, or trap in Montana for a period of one year.

Lynx Season Closed (MCA 87-6-602, CR) - Trapped lynx that
are uninjured must be released immediately and the incident
must be reported to a FWP warden or biologist within 24 hours
of release. If a lynx is injured, trappers must immediately notify
a warden, biologist, or an FWP regional office, to determine
disposition and/or collection of the animal.

Non-target Capture Requirement (CR) - The capture of any
animal that cannot be lawfully trapped or snared, including
domestic animals, must be reported to FWP within 24 hours.
Any such animal that is uninjured must be released prior to
the trapper leaving the trap site. If unable to safely release the
animal, call FWP. Exception: Any such animal that is injured or
dead must promptly (with little or no delay) be reported to
FWP to determine disposition and/or collection of the animal.
Animals that may be lawfully trapped are furbearers or wolves
for which the season is open and an individual possession
limit has not been reached, nongame wildlife and predators. A
Lragper may NOT trap any game animal, game bird or migratory
ird.

Occupied Dwellings (CR) - Killing ground sets, including all
snares, set for animals larger than ground squirrels are unlawful
within 1,000 feet of an occupied dwelling without written
notification to the inhabitant.
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Recorded Animal Sounds (MCA 87-6-401) - It is unlawful to
use any recorded or electrically amplified bird or animal calls or
sounds or imitations of bird or animal calls or sounds to assist
in the hunting, taking, killing, or capturing of any wildlife except
predatory animals, wolves, and those birds not protected by state
or federal law.

Snares (CR) - All snares are required to be equipped with a
breakaway lock device designed to release when more than 350
pounds of force is applied. Breakaway snares must be fastened
to an immovable object solidly secured to the ground. The use of
drags is unlawful on snares. All snares in Lynx Protection Zones
must be equipped with a relaxing device. All bobcat snares in
Trapping Districts 1, 2, and portions of 3, 4, and 5 (see map on
page 6) must be equipped with a relaxing device. Appropriate
breakaway snares and relaxing devices for snares are listed on
page 15.

Trap ldentification (MCA-87-6-601(1)(a)) - A person may not
use a trap or snare for the purpose of trapping or snaring a
fur-bearing animal, a predatory animal, or a nongame species
unless: the trap or snare is tagged with a numbered metal device
identifying tag bearing an individual identifying number issued
by the department or the owner’s name, and address, and
telephone number unless the person is trapping or snaring on
the person’s land or an irrigation ditch right-of-way contiguous
to the person’s land.

Laws & Rules Specific to Furbearers

Taking of furbearers during the open season by any means other
than trapping or snaring is unlawful, unless otherwise stated.

Destroying Muskrat or Beaver Houses (MCA 87-6-601(3)) -
A person may not at any time willfully destroy, open or leave
open, or partially destroy a house of any muskrat or beaver,
except that trapping in the house of muskrats is lawful when
authorized by the F&W Commission, see page 9 for additional
information.

Harvest Data Reporting (CR) - Trappers and hunters are
required to personally provide harvest registration data for
bobcat, otter, marten, fisher, and swift fox at the time the pelt is
presented to a designated FWP employee for tagging.

Indian Reservations (MCA 87-6-602, CR) - The F&W Commission
has, by rule, closed all Trust lands to the hunting and trapping of
all furbearers with the use of state licenses. FWP will not provide
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species
(CITES) or state pelt tags for furbearers taken from all Trust
lands. Furbearers lawfully taken under state regulations with a
Montana trapping license, during an open season, from deeded
“fee” lands within the exterior boundary of a reservation may be
tagged by a designated FWP employee. The bobcat season on
all lands within the Flathead Indian Reservation are closed by
FWP Commission Rule.

Kill Site Verification (ARM 12.6.1005) - As a condition of hunting
and trapping in Montana, persons may be required to return to the
kill site or trap site if requested to do so by a FWP warden.

Live Furbearers - Wild furbearers captured alive must be killed
or released. It is unlawful for a person to possess or transport
wild furbearers alive. Live furbearing animals may not be
possessed or transported except under the provisions of the
fur farm or roadside zoo permits. It is unlawful to capture wild
furbearers for fur farm stock.

Marked or Radio-Collared Animals (CR) - It is lawful to harvest
furbearers that have radio collars, neck bands, ear tags and/or
other markers, but markers and radio collars must be returned to
Fi\:/fVP. Please report the killing of a marked animal to the local FWP
office.

Pelt Possession (CR) - It shall be unlawful for any fur dealer
or fur dealer agent to purchase or possess any untagged
bobcat, otter, fisher, or wolverine, except those untagged furs
originating outside Montana that are accompanied by an export
permit or other documentation of lawful acquisition.

Pelt Tagging/Inspection (CR) - Trappers are required to
personally present the pelts of fisher, bobcat, otter, and swift
fox, for tagging to a FWP employee within 10 days of the
calendar close of season. Trappers are required to provide
harvest registration data for fisher, bobcat, otter, and swift fox
at the time the pelt is presented for tagging. Trappers unable
to comply with the pelt tagging requirement due to special
circumstances or the unavailability of local FWP personnel must
contact a regional FWP office within 10 days of the calendar
close of season to make arrangements for tagging by FWP
personnel. Pelts not presented or reported to FWP personnel
within 10 days of the calendar close of season are subject to
confiscation.

Pelt Tags (CR) - The pelt tag is required to remain attached to
the pelt until tanned or after being exported.

Quotas and Season Closures (CR) - Furbearer seasons will
close in 48 hours when a species quota or subquota is reached
or approached prior to the end of the regular season. The F&W
Commission has authorized the department to initiate a closure
prior to reaching a quota or subguota when conditions or
circumstances indicate the quota may be reached within the 48-
hour closure notice period.

Reporting (CR) - Trappers and hunters are required to
personally report their bobcat, fisher, marten, otter, and/or
swift fox harvests within 24 hours by calling the statewide FWP
reporting line at 1-877-FWP-WILD (1-877-397-9453 or 406-
444-0356) so that FWP can monitor quota levels. Trappers
could also report their harvest online at fwp.mt.gov through
myfwp. Trappers are required to provide: name, telephone
number, ALS number, species, date of harvest, trapping district,
county, specific location (TRS or Lat/Long), and sex when
reporting a furbearer harvest.

Specimen Collection (CR)

Lower Jaw - Hunters or trappers harvesting a bobcat, otter,
and/or swift fox must provide a cleaned and air-dried complete
lower jaw (both sides) for aging before a pelt tag is issued. Ages
of harvested animals is important information used in setting
harvest quotas. Before bringing in the lower jaw, remove as
much flesh as possible and allow it to dry in the open air. To
prevent decay, do not store or transport in any closed container
made of plastic—use a paper bag or cardboard box. The jaw
may be returned upon request.

Carcasses - It is mandatory that the entire and intact carcass

of all fisher be turned into FWP in good condition, at the time

the pelt is presented for tagging. The skulls will be retained
by FWP for processing and examination and then returned
to the owner if requested. Good condition is defined as fresh
or frozen and securely wrapped in such a manner as to have
prevented decomposition in order that all tissue samples are
suitable for lab analysis.

Two-way Communication (ARM 12.6.1010)

The use of two-way electronic communication is prohibited:

* While in the act of hunting game animals or wolves to aid in
the taking or locating of live animals.

* While in the act of hunting mountain lion or bobcats with dogs,
beginning when the dogs are placed or physically released on
tracks or a scent trail.

* To avoid game check stations or FWP enforcement personnel.

* To facilitate unlawful hunting activity.

The use of two-way electronic communication for the use of

safety or other legitimate purposes is exempt.

Two-way electronic communication includes, but is not limited

to, the following; radios (walkie-talkies/CB), cell phones, text

messages, and the use of social media or other electronic
platforms, applications, or programs.
Waste of Furbearers (MCA 87-6-603) - A person may not waste

a furbearing animal by purposely or knowingly:

« Failing to pick up traps or snares at the end of the trapping

season so that the pelt of a fur-bearing animal is wasted;

« Attending traps or snares so that the furbearing animals are

wasted; or

« Wasting the pelt of any furbearing animal.
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CLOSURES

All National Parks, National Wildlife Refuges, and Indian Trust or Tribal Trust lands are closed to trappinﬁ except as otherwise
specified. For information orFferm|ts to trap on National Wildlife Refu%es_, contact the local refuge manager. All Wildlife Management
Areas and National Wildlife Refuges are closed to the Bobcat Hound Training Season. There are also areas closed to beaver and otter
trapping. See the beaver specific section for details.

Region 1 Closures Region 2 Closures

* Mule Pasture recreation area, Thompson Falls. «Lake Como Ski Area - Ground sets are unlawful from Dec. 1to March

« Finely Flats recreation area, between Thompson Falls and | 31. The area is defined as that portion of the Bitterroot National
Trout Creek. Forest, and Ravalli County, lying within the following described

« Trout Creek recreation area near Trout Creek. boundary: Beginning at the junction of U.S. Forest Service

« Trout Creek administrative and recreation site, Trout Creek. Roads (FS) 550 and 550A, then south and west on FS 550A to

. ion- ; ; ; its junction with FS 13201, then north on said road to its junction
aBreg;dirFfatEgeTrhSotra%os%nf%ri?/grslgpéliggg;%ntal cabinand recreation with FS 550, then east on said road to its junction with FS 550A,

. i ; ' the point of beginning.
. ElheldorE:Flatks recreatt_lon ares, le?g' f Libb *Blue Mountain and Pattee Canyon Recreation Areas, the
ower f.reex recreation area, souh of LIDbY. Rattlesnake National Recreation Area (that portion lying outside

* Bear Creek Ski Area, south of Libby. and excluding the Rattlesnake Wilderness Area), and the Bass
* Round Meadow Ski Area- North of Kalispell on Star Meadow Road. | Creek Recreation Area are closed to furbearer trapping. For
» Blacktail Ski Area, in Lakeside information or maps of these Special Recreation Areas, contact
« Schnaus Rental Cabin-Sonderson Meadow - North Fork of | the local US Forest Service Office.

the Flathead. *Deer and Elk Hunting District 282 is closed to the Bobcat Hound
+ Cedar Flats Recreation Area, north of Columbia Falls. Training Season.

SETBACKS

Ground Sets Along Roads and Highways - Ground sets using 7 x 7 inches and larger body-gripping traps, and all snares, are
unlawful within the right-of-way of county roads, state and federal highways, and interstates. Along county roads with no defined
right of way these ground sets are unlawful within 50 feet from the edge of the road.

Jaw spread sizes of common conibear traps: 110 - 4.5 inches, 120 - 4.5 inches, 160 - 6 inches, 220 - 7 inches, 280 - 8 inches, 330 - 10 inches
Setbacks and Trapping on Public Land with Ground Sets and/or snares - The following regulations and setbacks apply to all
federal and state public lands for the trapping of furbearers, predatory animals and non-game wildlife at any time. See the Wolf
Regulations for wolf setbacks.

« Recessing Large Body Grip Traps on Land - Ground sets using 7 x 7 inches and larger body-gripping traps must have the trigger recessed
a minimum of 7 inches in a wood, plastic or metal enclosure or cubby that provides a maximum opening of 52 square inches or less.

« Campgrounds and Recreational Sites - Ground sets including snares are unlawful within 1000 feet of a designated campground or
recreation site that is accessible by a highway vehicle at any time of the year. This includes areas such as, but not limited to, boat
ramps or fishing access sites that have construction improvements or are accessible by a highway vehicle at any time of the year.

* Roads and Trails - Ground sets and snares require a 50-foot setback from the edge of roads and hiking trails that are designated by
administrative signs or numbers. Exception: Roads closed year-round to motor vehicle and OHV use are not subject to these setbacks,
for instance, Kelly-humped roads that are inaccessible to motor vehicle and OHV use but are lawfully accessible by snowmobile.

« Trailheads - Ground sets are unlawful within 300 feet and lethal ground sets and snares are unlawful within 1000 feet of a

designated or marked trailhead that is accessible by a highway vehicle at any time of year.

Expanded Setbacks Along High Recreational Use Trails and Roads: A 500-foot setback from both edges of the trails and roads
listed below is required for all ground set traps in Trapping Districts 1 and 3. These setback rules do not apply to state or federal

agency management or research efforts.

Trapping District 3

Trapping
District 1 Hyalite Area FZ?:ze'lr'rr]aairl‘s West Bridger Mountains | Gallatin Canyon Paradise Valley
*Big Fork eLick Creek/Wildhorse Trail #452 | *Bozeman *“M” Trails #538, *Porcupine *Mill Creek Trail #945
Nordic Trail *History Rock Loops Trail #424 | Creek/Moser | #511, #512 and #513 Trail #34 +Suce Creek Trail #44
«Whitefish «Blackmore Loops Trail #423 Winter Trail in Sec 27 T1S, R6E «Beehive
Legacy Trail *Crescent Lake Trail #213 #850 & #851 *Sypes Trail #531 Basin Winter
*Eureka Rails *West Shore Trail #431 .ggtjttohnwood «Middle Cottonwood Trail #861
to Trails *E. Fork Road/ f Trail #586
Pallisade Trail #433 Winter
: Trail #852 *Truman Gulch
*Grotto Falls Trail #432 ;
N eBear Canyon Trail #535
*Moser/Buckskin Road Loop Winter Trail
*Maxy Loop Trail #62 #848

No Setbacks Required

All of Sanders County (unless designated as a no trapping area or maintaining current setbacks) and southern

portions of Lincoln County south of Highway 2 to Big Cherry Creek, then west following Big Cherry Creek to the

intersection of Lincoln and Sanders County lines. These no setback areas supersede any setback required otherwise

described on this page.

Trapping Exceptions - Maintain current setbacks of 50 ft for furbearers and 150 ft for wolf at:

District 1 - Trout Creek-Hope Valley Road from the forest service boundary to the junction of East Fork Trout Creek and
Granite Creek. Maintained road for public access in the winter. West of Trout Creek.

- Prospect Creek Road from end of snow maintenance to junction of Prospect Creek and Demont Creek, west
of Thompson Falls.

- Forest Service Roads #7507 and #340 in the Baldy Lake area north of Plains. Snowmobile and ski area.
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Trapping District Boundaries and Lynx Protection Zones
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Furbearer Regulations by Species
Beaver

« Beaver that have been lawfully trapped can be dispatched with a firearm. Beaver that have not been trapped
cannot be taken with a firearm, except as outlined below in damage situations.

Closed to Hunting and Trapping Indian Reservations
Special Bobcat Regulations in Trapping Districts 1,2 and portions of 3,4 & 5

Lynx Protection Zones

¢ Owners and lessees of property being damaged by beaver or muskrat as described in MCA 87-6-602(2) may request a free permit
to remove beaver or muskrat and may remove beaver or muskrat without a permit between June 1 - Aug. 31. Please contact an FWP
employee in your administrative region for further information and to request a damage control permit.

* A person participating in a beaver or muskrat damage complaint must have in their possession the damage permit issued to the
landowner (or a copy thereof) during control activities. Damaging beaver or muskrat may be removed by trapping or shooting. A
person may possess beaver or muskrat under the damage permit.

Area Season Dates Quota Per Person Limit | Reporting Pelt Tagging/Inspection Specimen Collection
TDs1,2,&3 Nov. 1- Apr. 15 | Unlimited Unlimited Not required Not required None
TDs 4, 5, 6, & 7 | Sept. 1- May 31 | Unlimited Unlimited Not required Not required None

Beaver and Otter Closures

Broadwater County - Those portions of Dry Creek, Confederate
Gulch, White’s Gulch, Avalanche Gulch, Eagle Creek, Crow Creek,
Jenkins Creek on public land.

Deer Lodge County - The entire Dry Cottonwood Creek drainage.
Gallatin County - That portion of the Gallatin River and all of its
tributaries above the Gallatin River Bridge at the Squaw Creek
Ranger Station.

Gallatin and Park Counties - That portion of the Yellowstone
River and all of its tributaries inside the Gallatin National Forest
boundary above the Yellowstone River Bridge on I-90 at Livingston.
Granite County - The entire Smart Creek, Wyman Creek, Swamp
Gulch Creek, and Sand Basin Creek drainages.

Lewis and Clark County - The Blackfoot River upstream from the
mouth of Bartlett Creek including the entire Bartlett Creek drainage.

Mineral County - The entire Cedar Creek, Big Creek, and Flatrock
Creek drainages.

Missoula and Mineral Counties - The entire Fish Creek drainage.
Missoula County - Nine Mile Creek drainage above Pine Creek.
Powell County - The entire Pikes Peak drainage.

Sweet Grass County - That portion of the East Boulder River
and all its tributaries from the Gallatin National Forest boundary
upstream to the headwaters of the East Boulder River.

Sweet Grass and Park Counties - That portion of the Main Boulder
River and all its tributaries from the mouth of Falls Creek upstream
to the headwaters of the Main Boulder River.

Teton County - The entire Teton drainage including all tributaries
of the South, Middle, West, and North Forks of the Teton River,
downstream to the National Forest boundary.

6 Turn In Poachers - Enough is Enough! Call: 1-800-TIP-MONT (1-800-847-6668)




Furbearer Regulations by Species
Bobcat

License must be purchased by Nov. 30 to be valid for bobcat
Quotas: Furbearer seasons will close in 48 hours when a species quota is reached or approached prior
to the end of the regular season. Current harvest status information may be obtained by calling 1-800-
711-8727 or 406-444-9557, 24 hours a day, or the FWP website at fwp.mt.gov. The toll-free line and
website are updated by 1 p.m. (MST) every day.

Additional restrictions apply to areas now designated as Lynx Protection Zones, see those rules and descriptions on page 8.

o : Pelt Tagging/ . :
Area Season Dates | Quota Per Person Limits Reporting Inspection Specimen Collection
4inTD1
D1 Dec. 1~ Feb. 15 275 or 7 in combination with TDs 1-3
7inTD 2
D2 Dec. 1~ Feb. 15 150 or 7 in combination with TDs 1-3 .
Required
5inTD 3 Required within 10
TD 3 Dec.1- Feb. 15 150 . L . P
or 7 in combination with TDs 1-3 within 24 days of the
hours of calendar Lower Jaw
TD 4 Dec.1-Mar. 1 100 No per person limit harvest close of the
season
TD5 Dec.1-Mar. 1 200 No per person limit
TD 6 Dec.1-Mar. 1 50 No per person limit
D7 Dec.1-Mar. 1 600 No per person limit

Bobcat Hunting Season

Bobcat is the only animal defined by law as a furbearing animal that may be taken by hunting per MCA 87-2-601. Hunting
hours are one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset. Bobcat chasing during the hunting season is open each
day one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour after sunset. Bobcats may not be hunted or taken except during bobcat
hunting hours.

Dogs may be used to take bobcat, but no other animals defined by law as furbearing animals. Dogs may be used to hunt or
chase bobcats within prescribed hunting hours and seasons.

Persons with a Trapper License validated for bobcat may lawfully chase bobcats during the open hunting season and anytime
after the season is closed in Trapping Districts 1, 2, 3 until Feb. 15 or Trapping Districts 4, 5, 6, 7 until March 1. A trapper license
must be purchased and validated for bobcat no later than Nov. 30 of the current license year to be valid.

Nonresidents may not hunt or chase bobcats. Residents must possess a valid trappers license to hunt and chase bobcats or an
RHTL (resident hound training license) to only chase bobcats.

Landowner permission is required to hunt on private land, including releasing dogs or chasing bobcats during the chase-only
season.

The bobcat season on the Flathead Indian Reservation is closed.

Resident Hound Training Season

Area Season Dates Additional Information

» A trapper license must be purchased and validated for bobcat by Nov. 30 of the current license
year to be valid for chasing bobcat. Bobcat chasing is open each day one-half hour before sunrise
to one-half hour after sunset. Dogs may be used to chase bobcats within prescribed seasons. All
Wildlife Management Areas, National Wildlife Refuges and Deer, Elk and Mountain Lion Hunting
District 282 are closed to the Bobcat Hound Training Season.

ALL Dec. 2 - Apr 14 * Itis unlawful for a hound handler or bobcat hunter to release dogs on a bobcat track, or allow

dogs to chase a bobcat, or hold a bobcat at bay, when the season is not open to hunting or
chasing bobcats.

+ Bobcats may not be trapped to be later released for hunting and/or chasing with dogs. Wild
furbearers captured alive must be immediately killed or released. It is unlawful for a person to
possess or transport wild furbearers alive.
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Furbearer Regulations by Species

Lynx are protected by Federal law under the Endangered Species Act

Avoid placing sets that might attract lynx. Trapped lynx that are uninjured must be released immediately and the incident must be
reported to a FWP warden or biologist within 24 hours of release. If a lynx is injured, trappers must immediately notify a FWP warden
or biologist or an FWP Regional Office, to determine disposition and/or collection of the animal. Persons who know about the taking
of a lynx shall report it by calling 1-800-TIP-MONT (800-847-6668).
Lynx Protection Zones - Special regulations are required on public lands in areas identified as “Lynx Protection Zones” to protect lynx
and help trappers avoid accidentally taking lynx in Montana. The special regulations for areas within the Lynx Protection Zones are:
* Rabbit or hare parts, whether for flagging purposes or for bait, may not be used within 30 feet of a set trap.
» The use of natural flagging such as bird wings, feathers, or pieces of fur may not be used within 30 feet of a set trap.
* The use of fresh meat baits is not allowed - only tainted meat bait is allowed (exposed to temperatures above freezing for >24
hours)
* The use of Conibear or “body-gripping” traps are not allowed unless they meet ONE of the following criteria:
they are placed as part of a water set
they are placed as part of an elevated set that does not include a leaning pole
they have a jaw spread of less than or equal to 5 inches (a Conibear #120 or smaller)

they are placed in a leaning pole set with a pole diameter of no larger than 4 inches and with trap and bait set at least 48
inches above the surface

if they have a jaw spread of >5 inches, they are placed with the trigger recessed a minimum of seven inches and contained in
a wood, plastic, or metal enclosure or cubby with an opening no larger than 52 square inches
* For trappers targeting bobcat, the use of foothold traps are not allowed unless they meet ONE of the following criteria:
have an inside jaw spread of less than or equal to 5 3/8 inches
are placed in a leaning pole set with a pole diameter of no larger than 4 inches and with trap and bait set at least 48 inches
above the surface
are equipped set with a minimum 10-pound pan tension device
* The use of snares are not allowed unless they meet ALL of the following criteria:
have a cable diameter greater than or equal to 5/64 inches
have loops that are larger than 8 inches measured from side to side
are equipped with a breakaway lock device designed to release when more than 350 pounds of force is applied are equipped
with a relaxing snare lock
all snares in Lynx Protection Zones must be equipped with a relaxing device
* All leaning pole sets must use poles that are no larger than 4 inches in diameter and with trap and bait sets at least 48 inches
above the surface.
* “Take” of lynx is not allowed due to their federal status as a threatened species. Captures, whether the lynx is released uninjured,
is injured, or killed are all considered “take” according to the definition set by federal law and used by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service.

* Any lynx that is caught and uninjured must be immediately released, if possible. Any trapper who accidentally takes a lynx is required to
notify a FWP warden or biologist or an FWP Regional Office as soon as possible or within 24 hours.

» Trappers targeting bobcat are required to visually check their traps at least once every 48 hours.

« Trappers are strongly encouraged to not set traps if lynx are observed in an area or if lynx tracks are identified. Trappers are also strongly
encouraged to use live traps (e.g. box trap) and carry catchpoles to aid in the safe release of non-target species.

Lynx Protection Zone Descriptions (see map on page 6)

Greater Yellowstone Area Northwest Montana

Those portions of Gallatin, Park, Sweet Grass, Stillwater and Carbon
Counties lying within the following described boundary: Beginning at
the intersection of Highway 191and the Montana/Wyoming boundary,
then northerly along said highway to its intersection with Interstate
90, then easterly along said interstate to its intersection with Highway
78, then southerly along said highway to its intersection with Highway
212, then southerly along sa