EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 21-06

ORDERING PUBLIC SCHOOLS TO OFFER FULLY ON-SITE OR
HYBRID IN-PERSON INSTRUCTION, REQUIRING ALL SCHOOLS TO
CONTINUE TO COMPLY WITH HEALTH AND SAFETY PROTOCOLS
TO CONTROL COVID-19

Since January 2020, the State of Oregon has been engaged in responding to the
public health threat posed by the novel infectious coronavirus (COVID-19). As the
threat escalated, the State’s response elevated to meet the threat. On March 8,
2020, I declared a state of emergency pursuant to ORS 401.165 et seq., and
directed certain immediate response actions. Thereafter, the World Health
Organization declared that the COVID-19 outbreak is a global pandemic, and the
President of the United States declared the COVID-19 outbreak a national
emergency. During March and April 2020, as the coronavirus continued to spread
around the world, I took a series of actions aimed at slowing the spread of COVID-
19 in Oregon, and to mitigate the public health and economic impacts of the
pandemic. While those actions, and those in the months that followed, have been
successful in keeping the State’s case and mortality rates from COVID-19 among
the lowest in the nation, the disease still has taken an immense toll, with at least
158,644 cases and 2,316 deaths in Oregon. Nationwide, more than 525,000 people
have died of COVID-19.

The pandemic has had an immense and disruptive impact on Oregon’s children. In
the early days of the pandemic in Oregon, in order to control the spread and impact
of COVID-19, I ordered a temporary, emergency shift to online instruction for K-
12 students for the end of the 2019-2020 school year. For the first part of the 2020-
21 school year, through my executive orders, the Ready Schools, Safe Learners
guidance, and State Board of Education rules, there have been three allowable
instructional models for public schools, depending on community spread of the
disease, among other factors: On-Site, Hybrid, and Comprehensive Distance
Leaming. The vast majority of Oregon’s students have been receiving their
schooling through comprehensive distance leaming.

During those uncertain early times last March, and in the fall of 2020, we did not
know as much about how COVID-19 spreads, and how spread can be prevented.
We did not have adequate supplies of personal protective equipment. We did not
have adequate access to testing. We did not have an adequate contact tracing
workforce. And a safe and effective vaccine was a distant hope.
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