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n City Commission...
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To help rural communities, 

Kelly created the office of rural 
prosperity, a division of the Kan-
sas Department of Commerce, 
when she was first elected to of-
fice. 

“That is a one-stop shop for 
rural communities to find out 
what resources, assets and tech-
nical assistance that they might 
need in order to grow their small 
town,” she said.

Kelly said the state has not 
entered a recession but her ad-
ministration is prepared if it hap-
pens. 

“Some of the measures be-
ing taken now will keep us out 
of a recession. So we’ll see what 
comes,” she said. “Hopefully, 
there won’t be a recession. But if 
there is, I believe that Kansas is 
well positioned. We’ve spent the 
last three and a half years really 
growing the economy. We’ve got 
the unemployment rate down to 

the lowest ever. We’ve brought 
in $13.5 billion in new capital 
investments and close to 50,000 
new jobs. We’ve got the largest 
ending balance in state history – 
$1.5 billion – and another nearly 
$1 billion dollars sitting in our 
rainy day fund. So should a re-
cession come, and we have to 
tighten our belts a little bit, we 
have a really solid cushion. We 
will not see the kind of reduc-
tions in expenditures that we did 
to our schools and everything 
else during previous recessions.”

Kelly said that if the country 
enters a recession, small busi-
nesses “get hit the hardest the 
fastest.”

“It’s important to highlight our 
small businesses. I think it’s also 
important to highlight what my 
administration has been doing 
to support our small businesses 
during and after the pandemic. 
We put in $50 million to help 
them to grow back up.”
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Kernodle said she’s also a big 

proponent of public art, such as 
murals.

“Art used to only be in gal-
leries or museums, and there 
was this barrier between social 
classes,” she said. “Public art is 
for everybody to see.”

During her two weeks in Hol-
ton, Kernodle stayed at the Lem-
on Lofts, which is located above 
More Than Lemons on the east 
side of the Holton Square.

“I’d never been to Holton be-
fore,” she said. “I’ve been su-
per impressed. Jhett’s Pizza is 
delicious. El Ranchito might be 

my favorite Mexican restaurant 
ever.”

Kernodle will be adding a spe-
cial sealant to the mural that will 
keep it from fading and is “graf-
fiti proof.”

 Gov. Laura Kelly visited the 
mural last Friday and recently 
announced that Jackson County 
was among 14 communities se-
lected to receive state funds for 
murals and public art. 

The Jackson County Tourism 
Council was awarded $8,400 as 
part of the grant. Additional mu-
rals are in various planning stag-
es, according to Suzette McCord-
Rogers of the tourism council.
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down to zero, prompting him to 
suggest the city review its utility 
rates. The city has not changed 
its electric rate since 2009, and 
water and sewer rates have been 
unchanged since 2013, it was 
noted.

On the bright side, Peroo told 
commissioners, the city’s only 
out standing debt — $1,735,393 
on a Kansas Department of 
Health and Environment sewer 
loan set to ma ture in 2026 — 
was a testament to the city’s 
willingness to cut spending in 
order to reduce its debts and 
keep property taxes down.

Commissioners scheduled 
public hearings on the budget 
and their in tent to exceed the 
revenue neutral rate with the 
budget for 7 p.m. Tues day, Sept. 
6, the date of the commis sion’s 
first regular September meet ing 
due to the regular meeting date 
falling on the Labor Day holi-
day.

Holton City Manager Ker-
win McK ee reminded commis-
sioners that they had originally 
scheduled the hearings to open 
their Monday, Aug. 15 meeting, 
but the city was notified by the 
Jackson County Clerk’s office 
that the hearings would have to 
be held between Aug. 20 and 
Sept. 20.

In other business on Mon-
day, the commission voted to 
hire Andrew Brunner of Evans, 
Bierly, Hutchin son and Associ-
ates Engineers (EBH) of Great 
Bend to help the city ac quire 
cost-share grant funds through 
the Kansas Department of 
Trans portation (KDOT) for the 
Banner Road resurfacing proj-

ect. The city will pay Brunner 
— who has been working with 
the city on sewer line repairs — 
$17,500 for his services.

McKee said Brunner gave 
him some initial information 
about KDOT’s cost-share grant 
program, which prompted Mc-
Kee to contact KDOT for more 
information. The city would 
have to hire an engineer to be 
eligible for a cost-share grant, 
which the city would have to 
provide matching funds for, ac-
cording to KDOT.

Brunner had offered to pre-
pare grant applications, put to-
gether a set of plans and speci-
fications for repair ing Banner 
Road and handle the bid ding 
process for the actual work for 
$17,500, McKee told commis-
sioners. Brunner would also 
likely be in volved in work in-
spections during the construc-
tion period, although no costs 
have yet been established for 
that part of the project.

Commissioners were initially 
skeptical about the proposal, 
given that at their July 18 meet-
ing, they had turned down a 
proposal from Cook, Flatt and 
Strobel Engineers (CFS) of 
Topeka to oversee the Ban ner 
Road project after the company 
recommended completely tear-
ing out Banner Road and start-
ing from scratch.

But after McKee reminded 
com missioners that the CFS 
proposal was merely a report 
and did not in clude any engi-
neering specifications, the com-
mission was more receptive 
to the plan to involve Brunner 
in making repairs on Banner 
Road, where road repairs using 

Jennifer Larison (second from left in the photo above) signed in to vote in yesterday’s primary election at the Jack-
son County Courthouse while daughter Clara (at left) watched the democratic process in action. Present to record 
Larison’s vote were election workers Bonnie Coverdale (at right) and Jennifer Shaw (second from right). Election 
workers noted that yesterday’s primary was among the busiest elections they have ever seen. More information on 
yesterday’s election may be found on the front page of today’s Holton Recorder. Photo by Brian Sanders

the city’s “asphalt zipper” in the 
past year has left several unin-
tentional “speed bumps” on the 
road.

“We need to do something,” 
com missioner Tim Morris said. 
“I’m hoping this is the right 
thing.”

Commissioners also:
n Approved minutes from 

the July 18 meeting and budget 
appropria tions made since that 
meeting total ing $286,472.97.

n Met with Holton Police 
Chief Steve Frederick, who told 
commis sioners that a vacancy 
on the police staff would be 
opening soon and en couraged 
them to participate in Na tional 
Night Out activities on Tues day, 
Aug. 9 on the Jackson County 
Courtyard.

n Heard reports from McKee 
and commissioners about activ-
ities held as part of the Jackson 
County Art Walk on July 23.

n Learned from McKee that 
no new acts of vandalism had 
occurred at city parks following 
reports heard at recent meetings 
of vandalism at Countryside 
and Rafters parks.

n Adjourned the meeting at 
about 8:40 p.m. All five com-
missioners were present.

n Wichita artist...

n Governor’s visit...

Jackson County Fair

Next week’s Holton Recorder will feature the annual 
Jackson County Fair section, including results and pho-
tos from this year’s fair and advertisements from area 
businesses. The special section will feature photos of 
Jackson County’s 4-H members, such as Ean Winsor, a 
member of the Lucky Stars, shown above with this An-
gus steer that was named best in its class at the fair’s 
beef show. Photo by Brian Sanders


