
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28
HOA.103505927.7 -1-

Complaint for Damages, Equitable Relief, and Civil Penalties
People, et al. v. Prologis, Inc., et al.

NO FEE DUE
GOV'T CODE § 6103

RODRIGO A. CASTRO-SILVA, County Counsel 
SCOTT KUHN, Assistant County Counsel (SBN 190517) 
Email: skuhn@counsel.lacounty.gov
DUŠAN 
Email: dpavlovic@counsel.lacounty.gov

Email: tswann@counsel.lacounty.gov
JENNIFER MALONE, Senior Deputy County Counsel (SBN 151421) 
Email: jmalone@counsel.lacounty.gov
ELLIOT MIN, Deputy County Counsel (SBN 302597) 
Email: emin@counsel.lacounty.gov
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY COUNSEL

500 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, California 90012-2713 
Tel: (213) 972- -2165 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CENTRAL DISTRICT

PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 
ex. rel. Rodrigo Castro-

County Counsel; COUNTY OF LOS 

of California; LOS ANGELES COUNTY 
FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT, a special
district; CONSOLIDATED FIRE
PROTECTION DISTRICT OF LOS
ANGELES COUNTY, a special district,

Plaintiffs,

v. 

PROLOGIS, INC., a Maryland corporation; 
LIBERTY PROPERTY LIMITED 
PARTNERSHIP, a Pennsylvania limited 

LIBERTY PROPERTY TRUST; DAY TO 
DAY IMPORTS INC., a California 
corporation; VIRGIN SCENT INC. d/b/a 
ARTNATURALS, a California corporation; 
AKIVA NOUROLLAH, an individual; 
YOSEF NOUROLLAH, an individual; 
YEHUDA NOUROLLAH, an individual; 
YAAKOV NOUROLLAH, an individual; and 
DOES 1-100, inclusive, 

Defendants.

CASE NO. 

COMPLAINT FOR DAMAGES, 
PUNITIVE DAMAGES, EQUITABLE 
RELIEF, AND CIVIL PENALTIES FOR:

1. PUBLIC NUISANCE
2. NEGLIGENCE
3. NEGLIGENCE PER SE
4. STRICT LIABILITY FOR ULTRA-

HAZARDOUS ACTIVITIES
5. TRESPASS
6. VIOLATION OF FLOOD

CONTROL DIST. CODE §§
19.07(A), 19.11, 21.07, 21.23

7. VIOLATION OF LOS ANGELES
COUNTY CODE § 20.94.040

8. HAZARDOUS MATERIALS
EMERGENCY RESPONSE COST
RECOVERY (LOS ANGELES
COUNTY CODE §§ 1.23.010, et seq.
and 12.56.050)

9. VIOLATION OF HEALTH &
SAFETY CODE § 13009, ET SEQ.

10. VIOLATION OF UNFAIR
COMPETITION LAW (BUS. &
PROF. CODE § 17200, ET SEQ.)

[Unlimited Civil Case]

Electronically FILED by Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles on 01/13/2022 01:16 PM Sherri R. Carter, Executive Officer/Clerk of Court, by R. Lozano,Deputy Clerk

Assigned for all purposes to: Spring Street Courthouse, Judicial Officer:

22STCV01489
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Demand for Jury Trial 

Related cases
21STCV40714; 21STCV40942; 
21STCV41266;  

 

Castro-

LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT; and CONSOLIDATED FIRE 

 

INTRODUCTION 

1.

-

-013-060 

and 6125-013-

tained 

-

 

to feel sick, and to 

 to temporarily 
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2. 

OLOGIS, INC., LIBERTY PROPERTY, L.P., PROLOGIS, 

L.P., DAY TO DAY IMPORTS, INC., VIRGIN SCENT, INC. dba Art Naturals, AKIVA 

NOUROLLAH, YOSEF NOUROLLAH, YEHUDA NOUROULLAH, and YAAKOV 

s ("Fire Protection District") regulatory orders requiring 

 

3. 

k 

 

4. 

 

PARTIES 

 A. Plaintiffs 

5. 
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ode 

section 17204. 

6. 

 

7. Plaintiff Flood Control District is a special district and body corporate and politic, 

-mile 

-

ty Department of Public Works, and its legal representation provided 

 

 Plaintiff Fire Protection District is a special district created by and existing under 

 

responsible  for providing fire protection to four million residents living in 60 

cities and all unincorporated areas of .  Additionally, it protects 

 from accidental releases and improper 

coordinated efforts of inspections, emergency response, enforcement, and site mitigation 

Carson,  

 B. Defendants 

9. 

alifornia, and 

-traded 
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10. 

Agreement"). 

11. 

rincipal place of business in San Francisco, 

 

12.  IMPORTS, INC. 

  

13. 

 

14.  NOUROLLAH ("Akiva 

 

15. ction, defendant YOSEF NOUROLLAH ("Yosef 

 

16. At all tim
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ined 

 

17. 

 

 

 

 C. Doe Defendants 

19. 

Plaintiffs are 

iously named defendants is 

  

 

 

 D. Agency 

20. 

Defendants. 

21. e 

 

22. 
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23. 

employees, or members acti

f 

 

E. Alter Ego Liability  

24. 

Day and Virgin Scent 

 

25. 

Day 

 

26.  

personally liable. 
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27. Finally, Plaintiffs are 

corporate entities in order to defraud creditors and avoid liability.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

Pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure section 410.10, 

substantial part of t

29. Pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure sections 392, 393, 395, 395.5, and Los 

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS

A. The Property

30. –

-acre parcel contains a 210,710 square-

-

Source: Google Maps
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31. 

square-

-

JIT Transportation, a trucking company ("JIT Transportation"). 

32. 

residential and -

family and multi-

 

B. Lease Agreement 

33. L

-stock 

 

34. Property to Day to Day for use as a 

Bay Distribution Center 30." 

35. 

committed to ensurin

eral 

 

36.  

37. In addition to being a guarantor, Virgin Scent is also a subtenant of Day to Day in 
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Distribution Center 30" and available for lease starting in April 2022.

C. Pre-Fire Violations of the Hazardous Materials Laws at the Property 

39.

Property.

40.

flammab

Source: Raul Saldana of Prologis, Inc. – 03/31/2021
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41. 

 

42. operate its businesses in 

ts. 

43. On or about May 12, 2021, in response to a complaint about a potential illicit 

 

  

 

-based sprays, and anti-

gallons of liq

 

 

Property.   

44. 

inspectors observed essential oils stored in 55-gallon drums and numerous pallets containing 
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Source: Fire Protection District – 05/19/2021

45. On or about July 27 and 29, 2021, Fire Protection District re-

Specifically, many plastic containers, labeled "ArtNaturals Hand Sanitizer," containing clear 

semi-

cans labeled "Summer Glow Line Sunscreen

-ounce plastic bottles 

of clear semi-

-

-gallon containers of 

"ArtNaturals Hand Sanitizer" improperl
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ma

Code of Regulations ("CCR"), section 66262.34(d)(2) (failure to maintain and operate a facility to 

udden or non-sudden release of 

number prior to treating, storin

ection 

Source: Fire Protection District – 07/27/2021

46.

rem
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foregoin

Source: Fire Protection District –

47. On September 29, 2021, Fire Protection District issued a Notice of Potential Filing 

of an Administrative Enforcement Order to Tenant Defendants for failing to correct violations of: 

Additionally, in t

nation-

49.

disastrous consequences.
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D. The Fire

50. y on September 30, 2021, at approximately 2:09 p.m.  

pallets, barrels, tanks, and cardboard boxes.  

51.

52.

numerous fire trucks, and several bu

fire response. 

Source: - -battle-large- -fire-in-carson/

/ / /

/ / /

/ / /

/ / /



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28
HOA.103505927.7 -16-

Complaint for Damages, Equitable Relief, and Civil Penalties
People, et al. v. Prologis, Inc., et al.

Source: Fire Protection District - 9/30/21

53. ame day, on September 30, 2021, Fire Protection District issued a notice of 

n a California 

registered clean-

-site.

54.

- -

E. Post-Fire Nuisance Conditions and Violations on the Property

55.

bottles, anti-

/ / /
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Source: Fire Protection District

56.

57. On October 19, 2021, Fire Protection District issued an

-up/mitigation 

-

disposed of.

correct violations of Los Angeles County Code ("County Code"), Titles 12 and 20, Carson 
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pursuant to 

e materials pursuant 

corrective acti

-site drainage system. 

59. 

Property t

 

before an appropriate disposal. 

60. 
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cleanup/mitigation plan for all fire damaged goods; 5) include a site safety plan, time, equipment, 

 can be monitored from 

 

61. 

moved  

62. 

Nourolla

 

63. On January 4, 2022, Fire Protecti

of Emergen

bove reportable quantities; 

unplanned sudden or non-
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64. On January 4, 2022, Fire Protection District also issued a notice of violation/order 

non-

F. Storm Drains as Conduits for Defendants' Illicit Discharge of Hazardous 

Materials and Waste and Contamination of Dominguez Channel

65.

– Bond Issue 

1206 ("BI 1206") – under Garden

system.

Source: City of Carson Building Permit Files



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28
HOA.103505927.7 -21-

Complaint for Damages, Equitable Relief, and Civil Penalties
People, et al. v. Prologis, Inc., et al.

66.

-

em 

Source: Flood Control District
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67.

into BI 1206.  

Source: Flood Control District – 10/13/2021

G. The Dominguez Channel

69. unoff from an area of 
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70. - m of Vermont Avenue, is 6.7 miles 

Street near interstate I-105 to Vermont Avenue near 

interstate I- -

-

71.

from 190

H. Unprecedented Release of Hydrogen Sulfide Gas Odor in South Bay Area

72.

-like od

73.

Carson and surrounding communities to feel sick and suffer from nausea, vomiting, irritation of 
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County agencies, Flood 

Complaint Map 10/3- complaint-map.pdf (aqmd.gov)

74.

County, Flood Control District, Fire Pro

75.

1,600 parts per billion, and 

-

period.

76.

Distri –

H2S) gas –

mely flammable and can 

/ / /
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77. 

 

- curring 

sulfur-

anaerobic (non-

extraordinary, abundant supply of 

-

-reducing bacteria.  Sulfur-reducing bacteria 

provi

byproduct. 

 

-

acute toxicity (i.e., kill-

 

79. 

-

 

  

current 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

 

HOA.103505927.7 -26-  
Complaint for Damages, Equitable Relief, and Civil Penalties 

People, et al. v. Prologis, Inc., et al. 
 

a reasonable, temporary relocation assistance to avoid 

millions of dollars doing so. 

 

 

 Commencing on or about October 15, 2021, County and Flood Control District 

 -of- -art measures, 

-

Estuary by using nano-

rd Street to Figueroa Avenue to increase its effectiveness; and 4) spraying BON 

 

 

 

 

 

sulfide gas. 

/ / / 
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 Fire Protection District, Flood Control District, and County acted diligently to 

-

o affected 

continue to incur, millions of dollars in damages, including, but not limited to, investigation and 

 

 

acc

 according to proof.  On 

information and belief, officers, directors, and/or managing agents of Defendants personally 

failed to do so. 

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION 

(Public Nuisance - Civil Code § 3479, et seq. and Code of Civil Procedure § 731) 

(Brought by Plaintiffs Against All Defendants and Does 1-100) 

 -

 

 As a direct and legal result 
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eir acts and omissions, created a condition, substantially contributed to 

ee use of property, 

 

90. 

-

-

 

 city of Carson and surrounding areas sensed a pervasive foul odor, reminiscent of rotten eggs 

 

91. 

 

92. 
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0; and Flood Control District Code sections 19.11 and 21.23. 

93. 

 

 

94. 

be determined at trial. 

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION 

(Negligence and Respondeat Superior) 

(Brought by Plaintiffs County, Flood Control District, and Fire Protection District Against 

All Defendants and Does 1-100) 

95. Plaintiffs County, Flood Control District, and Fire Protecti -

 

96. 

inspected, controlled,  

97. 

supervision, inspection, maintenance, repair, 
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perty, including but not limited to failing to properly and/or 

y 

 

99. 

County, Flood Control District, and Fire Protection District. 

100.  

including, but not limited to, investigation, enforcement, and administrative costs; emergency 

of recreational opportunities; and costs of public nuisance mitigation and remediation, including, 

but not li  

101. 

d 

erty to its prior condition, all in an 

amount according to proof. 

102. 

Plaintiffs and 
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materials draining into s

area. 

103. 

-

generally. 

104. 

aintiffs County, Flood Control District, and Fire Protection 

 

105. 

 

THIRD CAUSE OF ACTION 

(Negligence Per Se) 

(Brought by Plaintiffs County, Flood Control District, and Fire Protection District Against 

All Defendants and Does 1 - 100) 

106. -

same 
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107. 

 

sections 

 

 and 

 

sections 503.1, et seq.; obtain permits 

section 3205, General Housekeeping. 

 

defines a minimum standard of conduct is unreasonable per se. 

109. 

not limited to, by:  
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a. 

to  

b. Failing to submit a business plan for emergency response to a release or 

 

c. 

 

d. 

 

e. Failing to obtain an identification number prior to treating, storing, 

 

f. mulation containers and 

portable tanks. 

g. 

 

 

De  

i. 

 

 

 

k. Failing to remove obstructions to fire department access on sides and rear of 

 

l. Failing to obtai  

m. Failing to obtain NFPA 704 Placards. 

n.  
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110. 

regulations proximately and 

County, Flood Control District, and Fire Protection District. 

111. 

District, and Fire Protection District for all 

 

112.  

r

 

FOURTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

(Strict Liability for Ultra-Hazardous Activities) 

(Brought by Plaintiffs County, Flood Control District, and Fire Protection District Against 

All Defendants and Does 1 - 100) 

113. Plaintiffs County, Flood Control District, and Fire Protection -

 

114. 
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115. At all times 

 

116. 

protect Plaintiffs County, Flood Control District, and Fire Protection District and 

-

 

117. Plaintiffs County, Flood Control District, and Fire Protect

damage; (5) community loss of vibrant estuarine ecosystem; and (6) public nuisance response and 

 

 

 

119. rict, and Fire Protection District 

 

120. 

 

121. 

Fire Protection District. 

122. 

-

including all compensatory damages, and punitive damages pursuant to Civil Code section 3294. 
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123. 

Code section 25510(a), including 

 

124. 

 

Control District, and 

large. 

125. Plaintiffs County, Flood Control District, and Fire Protection District are entitled to 

set an example of Defendan  

/ / / 

/ / / 
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FIFTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

(Trespass) 

(Brought by Plaintiff Flood Control District Against All Defendants and Does 1-100) 

126. -alleges and incorporates by reference 

 

127. 

 

 

-

ev  

129.  

130. 

 

 

131. 

incurred, and continues to incur, substantial damages. 

132. 

 

SIXTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

(Violations of the Flood Control District Code) 

(Brought by Plaintiff Flood Control District Against All Defendants and Does 1 - 100) 

133. -alleges and incorporates by reference 

 

134. )(3) by 
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-  

135. 

subdivisions (A) and (B)(2) by 

Contro  

136. 

 

137. As a res

 

SEVENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

(Violations of the Los Angeles County Code Section 20.94.040) 

(Brought by Plaintiffs County and Flood Control District Against All Defendants and Does 1 

- 100) 

 -allege and incorporate by 

full. 

139. 

 easement, including 

-

 

140. As a result 

 

/ / / 

/ / / 
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EIGHTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

(Violations of Los Angeles County Code §§ 1.23.010, et seq. and 12.56.010, et seq.) 

(Brought by Plaintiffs County and Fire Protection District Against All Defendants and Does 

1 - 100) 

141. -allege and incorporate by 

 

full. 

142. 

 

143. 

 

144. 

violations.  

145. 

County and 

rescue and/or emergency medical services; administrative, accounting, and collection costs; 

-

 

/ / / 

/ / / 
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NINTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

(Violation of Health & Safety Code § 13009, et seq.) 

(Brought by Plaintiffs County, Flood Control District, and Fire Protection District Against 

All Defendants) 

146. -

 

147. 

time allotted for correct

 

 

 

149. 

et seq., Plaintiffs Fire Protection District, Flood Control District, and County suffered recoverable 

damages, including, but not limited to, investigative costs; fire suppression costs; costs for rescue 

and/or emergency medical services; administrative, accounting, and collection costs; restoration 

- tate; ecological and 

 

/ / / 

/ / / 
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TENTH CAUSE OF ACTION 

(Unlawful Business Practices – Violation of Business and Professions Code § 17200, et seq.) 

(Brought by The People Against All Defendants) 

150. The People hereby re-allege and incorporate by reference each and every allegation 

contained above as though the same were set forth herein in full. 

151. Defendants, and each of them, have engaged in, and continue to engage in, 

unlawful, unfair and/or fraudulent business acts, omissions, and/or practices that constitute unfair 

competition within the meaning of Business and Professions Code sections 17200, et seq., 

including but not limited to, the acts, omissions and/or practices alleged in causes of action One 

through Nine of this Complaint and further set forth below: 

a. Causing, contributing to causation, and maintaining a public nuisance in 

violation of Code of Civil Procedure section 731 and Civil Code section 3479, et seq.; 

b. Causing, contributing to causation, and maintaining a public nuisance in 

violation of Los Angeles County Code sections 1.23.040, 12.80.619 and 20.36.010; Carson 

Municipal Code, article I, chapter 2, section 1200 and article V, chapter 8, section 5810; and Flood 

Control District Code sections 19.11 and 21.23; 

c. Failing to establish and implement a business plan for an emergency 

response to a release or threatened release of hazardous material in violation of Health and Safety 

Code section 25507(a)(1);  

d. Failing to submit a business plan for an emergency response to a release or 

threatened release of hazardous materials to the appropriate authorities and/or regulatory agency, 

in violation of Health and Safety Code sections 25505 and 25508(a)(1); 

e. Failing to maintain and operate the Property to minimize the possibility of a 

fire, explosion, or any unplanned sudden release of hazardous waste or hazardous waste 

constituents to air, soil, or surface water which could threaten human health or the environment, in 

violation of Title 22 California Code of Regulations ("CCR") section 66262.34(d)(2); 

/ / / 

/ / / 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

 

HOA.103505927.7 -42-  
Complaint for Damages, Equitable Relief, and Civil Penalties 

People, et al. v. Prologis, Inc., et al. 
 

f. Failing to obtain an identification number prior to treating, storing, 

66262.12; 

g. ntainers and 

portable tanks in violation of 22 CCR section 66262.34(f);  

 

 

i. 

 

 

fire, explos

 

k. 

closed during s

section 66262.34(d)(2); 

l. Failing to provide and maintain fire apparatus access roads in accordance 

 

m. 

 

n. 

-piled combustible storage, in violation of Fire Code section 105.6.22; 

o. Failing to obtain an operational permit to store, transport on site, dispense, 

to 

of Fire Code section 105.6.20; 

p. Failing to obtain National Fire Protection Association ("NFPA") 704 

Placards; 
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q.  violation of Fire Code 

section 3205; 

r. 

 

-bearing 

underground, in violation of Flood Control District Code section 19.07(A)(3); 

s. 

 

Code section 21.07, subdivisions (A) and (B)(2);  

t. 

r facility 

-

of Los Angeles County Code section 20.94.040;  

u. 

 

violation of Los Angeles County Code sections 12.56.010, et seq.; 

v. Failing or refusi

r 
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x. 

or canal, in violation of Los Angeles County Code 

 

y. 

 

 

-

section 20.36.010, as adopted b

seq.; 

aa. 

county of Los Angele

nty engineer to 

do so, in violation of Los Angeles County Code section 20.36.470, as adopted by Carson 

 

bb. -

el, in violation of Los Angeles County Code section 20.94.040. 
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152. 

 

153. 

protect 

 

154. 

 

155. 

fraudulent act, omission or practice is a separate and distinct violation of Business and Professions 

Code section 17200. 

156. Pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 17206, Defendants are liable for 

 

157. 

 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

Plaintiff

 

1.  

2. For compensatory damages according to proof, including, but not limited to, 

Plaint

d; 

3. 

representatives, agents, servants, employees, partners, co-

lic nuisance 
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4. 

representatives, agents, servants, employees, partners, co-

aiding and abetting, and/or parti

imp

contributing to creation, and/or permitting creation of a public nuisance; 

5. 

for punitive and exemplary damages according to proof; 

6. 

ording to proof; 

7.  

 For pre- and post-  

9.  

JURY TRIAL DEMAND 

 Plaintiffs respectfull
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DATED: January 13, 2022 Respectfully submitted,

RODRIGO A. CASTRO-SILVA
County Counsel

By

Senior Deputy County Counsel
TRACY SWANN
Senior Deputy County Counsel 
ELLIOT MIN
Deputy County Counsel  

Attorneys for Plaintiffs
PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, LOS ANGELES 
COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT, and
CONSOLIDATED FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 
OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY


