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Addiction remains one of the most critical public health and safety issues facing the 

Commonwealth of Kentucky. In particular, the diversion and abuse of prescription drugs, heroin, 

methamphetamine and illicit fentanyl have contributed to an alarming, sustained increase in 

overdose deaths. With the exception of an isolated reduction in 2018, the annual number of 

overdose deaths has grown year after year among Kentucky residents. 

• In 2019, there were 1,316 overdose deaths.  

• In 2020, there were 1,964 overdose deaths. This was a 49% increase from 2019. 

• In 2021, there were 2,250 overdose deaths. This was a 14.5% increase from 2020. 

 

This concerning trend of increasing overdose deaths is due to several contributing factors. The 

Kentucky Office of Drug Control Policy (ODCP) believes that the most significant contributors 

have been the rise in illicit fentanyl and the indirect effects from the COVID-19 pandemic, which 

brought a rise in overdose deaths and new addictions nationwide.  

• There has been an increase in illicit fentanyl and its analogs within the drug supply. An 

opioid was involved in 90% of all overdose deaths in Kentucky, and fentanyl was detected 

in more than 70% of those cases not only in Kentucky, but nationwide. This problem is 

exacerbated by the widespread availability of potent inexpensive methamphetamine.  

• COVID-19 caused interruptions to people’s daily lives bringing about greater isolation, 

economic concerns and increased anxiety about the future, public health, sickness, and 

the ability to meet one’s basic needs. All of these are detrimental to those struggling with 

addiction or in recovery.  

 

Treatment Resources 

The KY Help Call Center, created in 2017 through a partnership with Operation UNITE, remains 

available to those with a substance use disorder, or their friends or family members, as a quick 

resource for information on treatment options and open slots among treatment providers. 

Individuals may call 833-8KY-HELP (833-859-4357) to speak one-on-one with a specialist who will 

connect them with treatment as quickly as possible. 

The Kentucky Injury Prevention and Research Center (KIPRC) at the University of Kentucky 

College of Public Health manages a vital website, www.findhelpnowky.org, for Kentucky health 

care providers, court officials, families and individuals seeking options for substance abuse 

treatment and recovery. It offers real-time information about available space in treatment 

programs, and guides users to the right type of treatment for their needs. The site provides a 

search engine for drug treatment, helping users locate treatment providers based on location, 

facility type, and category of treatment needed. 

The Kentucky State Police (KSP) Angel Initiative is a proactive program designed to help people 

battle addiction. Anyone suffering from a substance use disorder can visit one of KSP’s 16 posts 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.findhelpnowky.org&d=DwMFaQ&c=jvUANN7rYqzaQJvTqI-69lgi41yDEZ3CXTgIEaHlx7c&r=g4e_99SoG5mW9-yc2DxpBLIrguZU0r_FdtV_FB-44pQ&m=ILr80pFQm-QObR-GBInQgl4AqUXjQ2LGTkorvbSFrXU&s=9nMHsbEexFMu45CJZ07wrKLoaxHfr-bAEyW3ObTigCg&e=


located throughout the commonwealth to be paired with a local officer who will assist with 

locating an appropriate treatment program. The Angel Initiative is completely voluntary, and 

individuals will not be arrested or charged with any violations if they agree to participate in 

treatment. For more information about the Angel Initiative, visit the KSP website. 

 

About the Report 

House Bill 1, from the 2012 Special Session, mandates that ODCP, in cooperation with the 

Kentucky Office of the State Medical Examiner (OSME), prepares and publishes an annual report 

for the Justice & Public Safety Cabinet Secretary that includes: 

(1) The number of drug-related deaths; 

(2) The decedent’s age, race, and gender, but not their last name or address; 

(3) The counties in which those deaths occurred; 

(4) The scientific, trade, or generic names of the drugs involved; and 

(5) The method by which the drugs were obtained, when available.  

 

The report is compiled utilizing data from OSME, KIPRC and the Kentucky Office of Vital Statistics.  

KIPRC, with support from the CDC, launched the Drug Overdose Technical Assistance Core 

(DOTAC) to support local health departments, community coalitions, and state and local agencies 

in their efforts to address substance misuse, abuse, and overdose. DOTAC’s goal is to support 

and enhance local agencies’ and community organizations’ access to timely local data and 

analytical results on controlled substance prescribing, drug-related morbidity, and mortality 

trends.  

More information on the available data, analytical and community services is available at 

https://kiprc.uky.edu/injury-focus-areas/drug-overdose-prevention 

 

Note: ODCP has changed its reporting methodology this year to focus on Kentucky residents who 

died from overdoses. This will make comparisons with CDC data more useful.  

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/kentuckystatepolice.org/angel-initiative/__;!!Db6frn15oIvDD3UI!01KPKkgBCF0HFB5HiU5m9nlcW18HPa9V9a0Wu_-bFKOmkpLCw8wzbXRMtNxV3pjnyg$
https://kiprc.uky.edu/injury-focus-areas/drug-overdose-prevention


 

  



 

  



 



 



 





 



  



 



 



 



 



 



  



 



 



 



  



 



 



 



 



 


