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1) Effective immediately, hotels, motels, vacation rentals (which shall include those
properties rented directly by the owner or through any third party rental company or host
platform) and other commercial lodging establishments shall not accept any occupants
regardless of when the reservation was made or extend an existing reservation for persons
other than Essential Lodgers. These restrictions shall remain in place through April 30,
2020.

2) An “Essential Lodger” shall be defined as:

a. healthcare professionals;

b. first responders;

c. National Guard Members;

d. law enforcement personnel.

e. State or Federal government employees;

f. airline crew members;

g. patients;

h. patients’ families;

i. journalists;

j. others responding to COVID-19;

k. persons unable to return to their home due to COVID-19 impacts on travel,

1. persons who must vacate their home due to exigent circumstances, such as fire
or flood;

m. persons sheltering due to domestic violence;

n. hotel/motel employees, service providers and contractors of the hotel/motel;

o. persons sheltering due to homelessness;

p. full-time residents of the Town of Ocean City, who, for any reason, are
temporarily unable to reside in their primary residential home; or

q. persons who own, operate or are employed by an “Essential Business” as
defined by Governor Hogan’s order further defined as part of the critical infrastructure
identified by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Cybersecurity and
Infrastructure Security Agency (currently described at https://www.cisa.gov/identifying-
critical-infrastructure-during-covid-19) and actively engaged in their employment/role.

3) Voluntary compliance is our goal. Non-compliance could be subject to civil or criminal
penalties and/or impact a business and rental license.

It is further Ordered that this Declaration be posted for public display at both City Hall and the
Public Safety Building, and be distributed to the news

AS WITNESS to my hand and official seal:

Diana L. Chavis, City Clerk




