
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 
 

   

   

   
 

   

 
 

   

    

 

      

 

Wyoming Department of Education 
122 W. 25th St., Ste. E200 

Cheyenne, WY 82002 
307-777-7675 

Megan Degenfelder – Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Dicky Shanor – Chief of Staff 

MEMORANDUM NO. 2023–017 

TO: School District Superintendents 
Curriculum Coordinators 
Special Education Directors 
Title I Coordinators 
English Learner Coordinators 
Principals and Educators (K-12) 

FROM: Wanda Maloney, Chief Policy Officer 

DATE: January 30, 2023 

SUBJECT: 2022-2023 Alternate ACCESS Field Test 

2022-2023 ALTERNATE ACCESS FIELD TEST 

All students with the most significant cognitive disabilities in grades K–12 who are eligible to take 
the Alternate ACCESS for ELLs are required to participate in the field test this year. 

• To determine if Alternate ACCESS is the appropriate assessment for an active English 
Learner (EL), meet with the student’s IEP team. 

• For additional guidance, view the Alternate ACCESS for ELLs Participation Criteria 
Decision Tree and the Wyoming Alternate Assessment Participation Guidance Manual. 

• If an EL participates in the WY-ALT assessment, then the student must participate in the 
Alternate ACCESS for ELLs assessment. 

• Kindergarteners who use the Wyoming Extended Standards are included in the field 
study. 

The Alternate ACCESS Field Test is a stand-alone, paper-based field test, which means it’s in 
addition to the Alternate ACCESS test that schools administer each year. 

• To administer the field test, complete the Alternate ACCESS for ELLs: Administration and 
Scoring training course in the WIDA Secure Portal.

 - The added training content for the field test should take no more than 15 minutes 
to complete. 

Wanda Maloney – Chief Policy Officer   | Trent Carroll – Chief Operations Officer   | Shelley Hamel – Chief Academic Officer 1 

https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/Alt-Access-Participation-Criteria-Diagram.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/Alt-Access-Participation-Criteria-Diagram.pdf
https://edu.wyoming.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/WY-ALT-Assessment-Participation-Guidance.pdf
https://edu.wyoming.gov/for-district-leadership/standards/extended-benchmarks/
https://portal.wida.us/?_gl=1*1qogrj0*_ga*MjA5Njk5NTY0LjE2Njg1MzE3NjE.*_ga_7L7GD9N0RW*MTY3NDA1NDYxMC4yMC4xLjE2NzQwNTQ2MTMuMC4wLjA.


   
  

    

    

   

  
   
   
   

 
 

 

      

• Every site that received Alternate ACCESS test materials for the 2022–23 ACCESS test 
window will receive a yellow WIDA/DRC box of field test materials on or before 
February 7, 2023. 

- The box of field test materials will be covered with unique colors and identifiable by 
our field test dog, “Candoo.” 

- Alternate ACCESS for ELLs Field Test materials will be shipped to each district site 
in which ACCESS materials were shipped. 

• The field test window opens on Tuesday, February 14, 2023, and closes on Monday, April 
17, 2023. 

• The Alternate ACCESS tests need to be administered in the following order: 
- Alternate ACCESS for ELLs - January 17-February 24, 2023. 
- Alternate ACCESS Field Test - February 14-April 17, 2023. 

• If additional materials are needed, sites will need to complete the Additional Materials 
Order (AMO) Form on WIDA AMS, which will be available from February 7- April 10, 2023. 

The Alternate ACCESS Field Test webpage is the go-to place to learn what is required before, 
during, and after the field test. More guidance is provided in the Alternate ACCESS Field Test - Test 
Administrator Manual. 

For more information, contact Antoinette Hallam, English Learner Consultant, at 307-777-5217 or 
antoinette.hallam@wyo.gov. 
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http://url7125.datarecognitioncorp.com/ls/click?upn=-2BFgx-2F0s3Ow-2B6-2F8wBk3kGAIz3hVw8e872VhQljxKi0z7K8w4alDm1iZHzysLebCvawxs6ifV389nH-2FM4UI3pVL4mlxSzJMIYRsABV1WkFqX-2BASwvxywHbx7b3ezwVdOTTi-2FYtqpFAy06Sax6dJCG37w-3D-3D_c8Q_99JcWAx26-2FlqY2mMAgdyW9tRv6HRubu6RJQW-2FwpZnL03jceIMBYhl750vJf3plkCJFGk5ZPI94bAlsVm48uCZzk98Hod-2BA36MIV9goLC2Ml-2Bn-2BCh7F9DXOEToTYRf5mF-2FAacPINGWF9ErJ13GbTCvAXADS2xb0NJUFNAc3zoJdHcQ3BwVEZE9-2Bx-2BN47NUz-2BXLJtmpQvySjD78fweGK4-2BW6zfuPGRWkFrZ2cNBvP7W5p6c5fGII10EsuZfllp8J4tC7h0dL5gMJCkHT9F5fxsGtbtd1RwWRcw7lrNtpZNh5w-3D
http://url7125.datarecognitioncorp.com/ls/click?upn=-2BFgx-2F0s3Ow-2B6-2F8wBk3kGAIz3hVw8e872VhQljxKi0z7K8w4alDm1iZHzysLebCvawxs6ifV389nH-2FM4UI3pVL4mlxSzJMIYRsABV1WkFqX-2BASwvxywHbx7b3ezwVdOTTi-2FYtqpFAy06Sax6dJCG37w-3D-3D_c8Q_99JcWAx26-2FlqY2mMAgdyW9tRv6HRubu6RJQW-2FwpZnL03jceIMBYhl750vJf3plkCJFGk5ZPI94bAlsVm48uCZzk98Hod-2BA36MIV9goLC2Ml-2Bn-2BCh7F9DXOEToTYRf5mF-2FAacPINGWF9ErJ13GbTCvAXADS2xb0NJUFNAc3zoJdHcQ3BwVEZE9-2Bx-2BN47NUz-2BXLJtmpQvySjD78fweGK4-2BW6zfuPGRWkFrZ2cNBvP7W5p6c5fGII10EsuZfllp8J4tC7h0dL5gMJCkHT9F5fxsGtbtd1RwWRcw7lrNtpZNh5w-3D
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/url7125.datarecognitioncorp.com/ls/click?upn=-2BFgx-2F0s3Ow-2B6-2F8wBk3kGAE-2BYnMBlS-2Bp-2BA66k6udAzpN8v83W02H-2BmwTdx1zm0x7REdteFSp10mrMvv-2BspAvRXQ-3D-3DRkhA_9zeJ9qiyIQI162svU4V4XMEh6HUaf8PjazxuEiHjgAnFea5zlnETef8lqzzTMWqbCPrRf9OCgmG8j0DTnn-2B1p-2Fqfs-2FUSvU43rxe26RCcOPwc1jQToLLokyc5UxtGUuzUurTM9-2F715QLoIxwGGzjjA2lepGbWGK9g5HSlV-2B8B4uByyGGDDvHYIfeFqo3YVttYWDWSHYR1He0Oes2Swi7KqY1kWGn3IBu-2Bf1vye1YuDBzY6VZ4xTSJ365jHUG9LuJvBxZUHBzxrrUtQCvBb4PHBNH0CVMtzv-2F0Hc5LzlBzPGU-3D__;!!PRtDf9A!ohGyzJ0XuJTY5VdIa-Qmcrvmgvb6ILAPeRVM0etPWpG2YVs8WLePvYnDrleew0Pqhy8l9KujqcG5rp2XbL29yt4raWvS$
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=43760&elqTrackId=5E83790962B40DD98ABB55AC8037C943&elq=0d4edffc734549b1814d00468780ba40&elqaid=29970&elqat=1
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/er?s=1427524768&lid=43760&elqTrackId=5E83790962B40DD98ABB55AC8037C943&elq=0d4edffc734549b1814d00468780ba40&elqaid=29970&elqat=1
mailto:antoinette.hallam%40wyo.gov?subject=

