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Provide and implement an infection prevention and control program.

 Based on interview and the Center for Disease Control Recommended Guidance for Extended Use and Limited Reuse of N95
 Filtering Facepiece Respirators in Healthcare Settings dated 03/27/20 the facility failed to ensure staff properly stored
 N95 masks prior to re-use in the facility. This had the potential to affect 95 residents who did not reside on the Covid
 positive unit. The census was 128 residents. Findings include: An interview with Registered Nurse (RN) #130 on 08/11/20 at
 9:20 A.M. indicated she was educated on the storage of the N95 respirator type mask between uses. RN #130 indicated at the
 end of her shift she placed the used N95 mask in a paper bag and then placed the paper bag with the N95 used respirator
 mask in a grocery type plastic bag to carry out of the facility. RN #130 indicated prior to entering the building on her
 next scheduled working day she donned the N95 respirator type mask before entering the building at the start of her eight
 hour shift. RN #130 did not work in the Covid positive unit; the Covid positive unit had dedicated staff. An interview with State
tested   Nursing Assistant (STNA) #131 on 08/11/20 at 9:25 A.M. indicated he was educated on the storage of the N95
 respirator type mask between uses. STNA #131 stated he placed his used N95 respirator mask in a paper bag and then sealed
 the paper bag with the used N95 respirator type mask in a sealed Ziploc bag at the end of his shift and carried the sealed
 Ziploc bag out of the facility to store until his next shift. STNA #131 indicated he re-used the N95 mask during his next
 scheduled shift in the facility. STNA #131 did not work in the Covid positive unit. An interview with the Infection Control
Preventionist (ICP) on 08/11/20 at 10:00 A.M. indicated she was aware the staff were using the paper bags provided by the
 facility to store their N95 respirator mask. ICP indicated the staff could take their used N95 respirator type mask in the
 paper bag out of the facility to store in their car or other area until their next scheduled shift. The Center for Disease
 Control (CDC) Recommended Guidance for Extended Use and Limited Reuse of N95 Filtering Facepiece Respirators in Healthcare
 Settings dated 03/27/20 indicated guidance for re-use of the N95 respirator type filtering mask. The recommendation
 indicated there is no way of determining the maximum possible number of safe reuses for an N95 respirator as a generic
 number to be applied in all cases. Safe N95 reuse is affected by a number of variables that impact respirator function and
 contamination over time. However, manufacturers of N95 respirators may have specific guidance regarding reuse of their
 product. The recommendations are designed to provide practical advice so that N95 respirators are discarded before they
 become a significant risk for contact transmission or their functionality is reduced. The recommendation included to hang
 used respirators in a designated storage area or keep them in a clean, breathable container such as a paper bag between
 uses. To minimize potential cross-contamination, store respirators so that they do not touch each other and the person
 using the respirator is clearly identified. Storage containers should be disposed of or cleaned regularly. The facility
 policy and procedure titled COVID 19 Crisis Strategies for Face Mask Quick Guide Per CDC Guidelines dated 03/18/20 did not
 give clear guidance to the staff to determine if the paper bag and N95 mask could be stored outside the facility or in a
 plastic bag prior to the re-use of the N95 mask. The guidance indicated for extended use of face masks for multiple
 resident encounters without removal will be utilized during crisis times. The guidance included when removing the face
 mask, carefully fold so that the outer surfaces are touching to reduce contact with the storage container. Face masks
 should be stored in a paper bag or breathable container labeled with the staff name and stored in a non-resident area.
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