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Executive Summary

The Nicaraguan Institute of Agricultural Protection and Health (IPSA) and the Ministry of Health
(MINSA) in Nicaragua require registration of imported products prior to issuing import permits. IPSA is
responsible for the inspection of agricultural products at ports and borders and the registration of
animal feeds, agrochemicals and seeds, while MINSA regulates processed food registration. As a first
import requirement, every importer must request an import permit from IPSA or MINSA prior to the
importation of any shipment (Please refer to attachments to see format of import permits). Importers
must provide a copy of the commercial invoice, certificate of origin, and a Health or Phytosanitary
certificate attached to the permits. Final import approval of any product is subject to the importing
country’s rules and regulations as interpreted by border officials at the time of the product entry.

Section I: List of All Export Certificates Required by Government (Matrix):

The following certificates are requested when the products (except for plants and animals) have been
registered at IPSA or MINSA. Plants and Animals require an import permit, sanitary or phytosanitary
certificate, a copy of the certificate of origin and the commercial invoice.



Product (s) Title of Certificate [Attestation Purpose bl-:questing
Required on inistry
Certificate

Agrochemicals, Sanitary- Certificates must [Traceability IPSA

Veterinary Phytosanitary be issued by a
Products Import Permit competent
covernment
Certificate of Quthority
Origin
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Qualitative-
Quantitative
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Copy of the
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Feedstuffs Sanitary- Certificate must be [Traceability IPSA
Phytosanitary issued by a
Import permits competent
covernment
Certificate of authority, except
Origin for the certificate
of chemical
Sanitary Certificate pnalysis.
Copy of the
Commercial
Invoice
Plant Products and [Sanitary- Certificate must be [Traceability IPSA
Sub-Products Phytosanitary issued by a
Import permit competent
government
Certificate of @uthority

Origin

Phytosanitary
Certificate

Certificate of




Chemical
Treatment (when
Qpplicable).

Copy of the
Commercial
Invoice

Animal Products
and Sub-Products

Sanitary-
Phytosanitary
Import permit

Sanitary Certificate

Certificate of
Origin

Copy of the
Commercial
Invoice

Certificate must be
issued by a
competent
covernment
Quthority
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IPSA

Processed Food

Sanitary- Import
Permit

Certificate of origin

Sanitary or
Phytosanitary
certificate

Copy of the
Commercial
Invoice

Certificates must
be issued by a
competent
government
Quthority

Traceability

The sanitary
import permit is
requested at the
Ministry Health
MINSA).

The other
certificates are
required by IPSA at
the port or border
of entry.

Section Il. Purpose of Specific Export Certificate(s)

Sanitary and Phytosanitary Import Permit:

The sanitary and phytosanitary import permit is the official document that authorizes the import of
any product into Nicaragua. For processed foods, importers must request the import permit from




MINSA and from IPSA for agricultural products. IPSA or MINSA will review the application to ensure
the product is eligible to enter the Nicaraguan market and that it complies with all of the sanitary and
phytosanitary requirements established by Nicaragua. An import permit is valid for one shipment. If
the import permit is not used within thirty days, the importer may request a renewal from
Government of Nicaragua authorities. All other certificates, including the certificate of origin,
phytosanitary certificate, sanitary certificate, commercial invoice, etc., don’t have an expiration date.

Certificate of Origin:

The Certificate of Origin is submitted to customs to certify the country of origin of the goods. The
minimum information a certificate of origin should contain is: name of issuer and contact information,
customs tariff and description of the merchandise, origin and date of the certificate. The Nicaraguan
Institute of Agricultural Protection and Health (IPSA) requests certificates of origin issued by chambers
of commerce. In addition, the importer must present the Dominican Republic-Central America Free
Trade Agreement (DR-CAFTA) certificate of origin to Customs authorities to benefit from free trade
preferences, if applicable.

Phytosanitary Certificate:

A Phytosanitary certificate is used to attest that consignments meet phytosanitary import
requirements and is undertaken by a National Plant Protection Organization (NPPO). A phytosanitary
certificate for export or re-export can be issued only by a public officer who is technically qualified and
duly authorized by an NPPO. In the United States, the USDA/ Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS) Plant Protection and Quarantine maintains the export program for the U.S. exports and
foreign-origin agricultural commodities. Please refer to APHIS’s Export Library:

Sanitary Certificate:

IPSA requires sanitary or health certificates for animals and animal sub-products. USDA/APHIS is the
head of veterinary services, which would provide the sanitary certificates for live animals, including
hatching eggs. To review a summary of Nicaragua’s import requirements for live animals please refer
to the following link: https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/export/international-
standard-setting-activities-oie/regionalization/sa by country/sa n/ct animal nicaragua

The USDA Food Safety Inspection Service (FSIS) provides sanitary certificates for poultry products, beef
and pork meat. For more information please refer to the following website:
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/export/international-standard-setting-
activities-oie/regionalization/sa by country/sa n/ct _animal nicaragua

Commercial Invoice:

A commercial invoice is a bill for the goods from the seller to the buyer. These invoices are often used
by governments to determine the true value of goods when assessing customs duties. Governments
that use the commercial invoice to control imports will often specify its form, content, and number of
copies, language to be used, and other characteristics.


https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Export&data=02%7C01%7CBolanosJA@state.gov%7C7f9eaf5841844058402008d8273fb77b%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637302501910176393&sdata=hvumwTXwe1UqDwkAfnGOwmavB2ZKRzxlCoAvD9WmGXk=&reserved=0
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/export/international-standard-setting-activities-oie/regionalization/sa_by_country/sa_n/ct_animal_nicaragua
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/export/international-standard-setting-activities-oie/regionalization/sa_by_country/sa_n/ct_animal_nicaragua
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/export/international-standard-setting-activities-oie/regionalization/sa_by_country/sa_n/ct_animal_nicaragua
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/export/international-standard-setting-activities-oie/regionalization/sa_by_country/sa_n/ct_animal_nicaragua

Certificate of Free Sale:

The certificate of free sale, which states that goods such as food items, cosmetics, biologics, or medical
devices are legally sold or distributed in the open market, freely without restriction, and approved by
the regulatory authorities in the country of origin, is requested by MINSA for product registration. U.S
Exporters request certificates of free sale from U.S. chambers of commerce, State governments and
the Food and Drug Administration (FDA).

Note: On October 1, 2018, FDA stopped issuing the certificate of free sale for most of its food
products, including conventional foods, food additives and substances that are in contact with infant
food. FDA will instead be issuing the “Certificate to a Foreign Government” or the “ Certificate of
Exportability” for most food products under its jurisdiction. However, FDA will continue issuing the
certificate of free sale only for dietary supplements, medical foods, and foods for special dietary use.
Attachment of FDA’s new certificates are included at the end of this report.

Certificate of Qualitative and Quantitative Analysis:

IPSA requires a certificate of quantitative and qualitative analysis for agrochemicals and veterinary
products. The certificate provides information about active components of the product and is issued
by the manufacturer. Please refer to the FAIRS Narrative report for more information.

Section lll. Specific Attestations Required on Export Certificate(s)

A competent government authority from the exporting country has to issue all required certificates
and the products (agrochemicals, animal feeds, food products, etc.) must be first registered in
Nicaragua. Please refer to the FAIRS narrative report to see registration requirements for different
products.

The certificate of free sale required by MINSA for product registration must state that the product is of
“free sale” in the country of origin and that the product is apt for human consumption. IPSA requires
specific attestations when an animal or plant health outbreaks are developed in the exporting

country. In such cases, IPSA will provide importers with a detailed outline of the attestation for the
export/SPS certificates.

Section IV. Government Certificate’s Legal Entry Requirements

IPSA or MINSA must issue an import permit prior to each importation. The importer requests the
import permit with supporting information, including of a copy of an SPS certificate, certificate of
origin, and a commercial invoice. Consistent information such as amount, description, origin, and point
of shipping must be stated in the request form. MINSA requires that processed food products be
registered in Nicaragua prior to importation. Food samples for showcasing are allowed one entry
without registration but they must be accompanied by a certificate of free sale.

SPS technical officers review the supporting documents (original import permit, original SPS certificate
or certificate of origin and a copy of the commercial invoice) and inspect a product at the time of
entry.

An import permit is valid for one shipment. If the import permit is not used within thirty days, the
importer may request a renewal from Government of Nicaragua authorities. MAGFOR and MINSA will



accept only certificates issued by the competent government authorities of the exporting country.
When shipments do not meet Government of Nicaragua import requirements, products are normally
detained at the port of entry for sampling. Samples are subject to laboratory analysis to determine
their physical and chemical characteristics. A product may be confiscated for destruction or re-
exported, depending on its condition, as determined by government authorities.

Section V. Other Certification/Accreditation Requirements

Currently, there are no additional import requirements that apply or are associated with plant, animal
or processed food products being certified in conformance with Nicaragua’s laws.
Attachments:

NTON 11 005-08.doc

Sanitary Phitosanitary Import Permit.pdf

Sanitary Certificate.pdf

CAFTA-DR Certificate of Origin.pdf

Certificate of Origin issued by a Chamber of Commerce.pdf

Commercial Invoice.pdf

Phitosanitary Certificate.pdf

FDA New Certificates.pdf



https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Download.aspx?p=92&q=7dce1cf5-f6bd-4695-a46f-6412cc1ded64&data=02%7C01%7CBolanosJA@state.gov%7C7f9eaf5841844058402008d8273fb77b%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637302501910196305&sdata=kn3gOG+vH9CMrZdqTKbkjX8Zc6HToTbaSp1zgw1B7Lk=&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Download.aspx?p=93&q=3bb2607d-dc62-4c4b-aac1-3f8daa09540a&data=02%7C01%7CBolanosJA@state.gov%7C7f9eaf5841844058402008d8273fb77b%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637302501910196305&sdata=zdwgAn4ccRb25Uao4K4db4SnGuLdL5UfHNNHLKPNBM8=&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Download.aspx?p=94&q=62f5e2a2-c4f3-43a7-a307-20a93b114fde&data=02%7C01%7CBolanosJA@state.gov%7C7f9eaf5841844058402008d8273fb77b%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637302501910196305&sdata=Bzcu1iU0OM+bNm+uWKNiFR/SNnbMBLWQ5xSc68mC+gU=&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Download.aspx?p=95&q=65fd8938-75ce-4150-b6ca-660aadc2ba79&data=02%7C01%7CBolanosJA@state.gov%7C7f9eaf5841844058402008d8273fb77b%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637302501910206262&sdata=k/AEOkcCydWPaSoJYv1E1z7gcPULELIqwCMFKGrIBc4=&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Download.aspx?p=96&q=7bde0380-4ab5-47d2-b45b-1ff945abd9e5&data=02%7C01%7CBolanosJA@state.gov%7C7f9eaf5841844058402008d8273fb77b%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637302501910206262&sdata=XDm6ZYOkcpW8xw8mJL+92jCPB8RGZFM8xP+i9fUzZeo=&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Download.aspx?p=97&q=658b539e-f081-4123-a862-da5285c4f36e&data=02%7C01%7CBolanosJA@state.gov%7C7f9eaf5841844058402008d8273fb77b%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637302501910216218&sdata=bCYMJswVACf60UBan87fy93ScAVdiICtjJee+q8gEnQ=&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Download.aspx?p=98&q=03ccc1db-d235-410f-9436-c15c0a341362&data=02%7C01%7CBolanosJA@state.gov%7C7f9eaf5841844058402008d8273fb77b%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637302501910216218&sdata=1s+YOc5/hbgHPJMrFB89gNTCPpaqCNYdIq8RR5yCkew=&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Download.aspx?p=99&q=62b2407a-c755-4d38-b54a-527f33c3487d&data=02%7C01%7CBolanosJA@state.gov%7C7f9eaf5841844058402008d8273fb77b%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637302501910226174&sdata=3pheurxVR+3E/W4Slo4qRNNuCtoqf8+bbxM0c2YgbNw=&reserved=0

Attachments:
Commercial Invoice.pdf

Certificate of Origin issued by a Chamber of Commerce.pdf



https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Download.aspx?p=468&q=efa3c164-bea1-45c0-926b-f41c42a1cff2
https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Download.aspx?p=469&q=eda8a276-c7f5-466c-a743-4316ed10d42f

CAFTA-DR Certificate of Origin.pdf

FDA New Certificates.pdf

Phitosanitary Certificate.pdf

Sanitary Certificate (2).pdf

Sanitary Phitosanitary Import Permit.pdf



https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Download.aspx?p=470&q=0d06436e-fc83-4c86-b4a7-5d738493b9a6
https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Download.aspx?p=471&q=a3bd7241-f27c-4278-9027-341e23979d66
https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Download.aspx?p=472&q=a7c982cc-c351-4607-bd3a-65eacdca61c3
https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Download.aspx?p=473&q=58258adf-14ac-4ad1-8803-bcf021e4b754
https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Download.aspx?p=474&q=79a56a7d-8b4c-47cd-8743-5f722dbcfce1

