
Women’s History 
Month

Deaf, DeafBlind, 
DeafDisabled, Hard 
of Hearing and Late 

Deafened 

Community 
Leaders 



Marilyn Smith

Founder 
Abused Deaf Women’s Advocacy Services



Napal Tesfai

Executive Director
Abused Deaf Women’s Advocacy Services 

www.adwas.org

http://www.adwas.org/


Patty Liang

Founder and Executive Director
Deaf Spotlight

www.deafspotlight.org

http://www.deafspotlight.org/


Melissa “echo” 
Greenlee

Founder and CEO
DeafFriendly

DeafFriendly Counsulting
www.deaffriendly.com

www.deaffriendlyconsulting.com

http://www.deaffriendly.com/
http://www.deaffriendlyconsulting.com/


Ariele Belo

Co-Executive Director
Hearing Speech Deaf Center

www.hsdc.org

Board Member
Center on Deaf and Hard of Hearing Youth

http://www.hsdc.org/


Ashanti
Monts-Tréviska

Advisory Steward
Cascadia Deaf Nation

www.cascadiadeafnation.co

http://www.cascadiadeafnation.co/


Cynthia Murray

Founder and CEO
4Legz Dog Treats

All-Natural, Non-GMO Verified

www.4legz.com

http://www.4legz.com/


Cheri Perazzoli

Current President
Hearing Loss Association of America-Washington

www.hearingloss-wa.org

http://www.hearingloss-wa.org/


Dr. Nathie Marbury
Professor

Shoreline Community College

Board Member-at-Large
National Association of the Deaf

Storyteller
ASL Stories and Poems 



Angela Thierault

Executive Director
DeafBlind Service Center

www.seattledbsc.org

http://www.seattledbsc.org/


Elizabeth Ralston

Founder
Seattle Cultural Accessibility Consortium

www.seattlecac.org

http://www.seattlecac.org/


Jena Floyd

Owner and Artist
Jena Floyd Art

www.jenafloyd.com

http://www.jenafloyd.com/


Sheila Hall Price

Advocate
Community Activist and Advocate for 

Black and Deaf Community

Research Assistant
Deaf Missions

www.deafmissions.com

http://www.deafmissions.com/


Jelica Nuccio

Co-Creator 
ProTactile

www.protactile.org

Owner
Tactile Communications

www.tactilecommunications.org

http://www.protactile.org/
http://www.tactilecommunications.org/


Leah
Katz-Hernandez

Receptionist of the United States

Senior Manager
CEO Platform & Communities

Office of the Chairman and CEO
Microsoft



Socorro “Coyo” 
Garcia

Founder
Manos De Maiz 5

www.manosdemaiz5.com

http://www.manosdemaiz5.com/


Dennice Jordan

Special Education Assistant
Seattle Public Schools 

Deaf and Hard of Hearing Program

ASL Teacher
North Seattle College

Teacher Bio-North Seattle College

https://continuinged.northseattle.edu/instructor-bios/25780


Yashaira Romilus

Co-Founder
ProTactile Theatre

www.protactiletheatre.org

http://www.protactiletheatre.org/


Ronise Barreras
Deaf Interpreter

DeafBlind Interpreter

International Sign Language Interpreter

Tour Guide
Hands on Travel

Cambodia Deaf Travel
www.handson.travel

http://www.handson.travel/


Shauna Bilyeu

Executive Director
Center for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Youth

www.cdhy.wa.gov

https://www.cdhy.wa.gov/


Dana Miles

Teacher
Washington School for the Deaf

2023 Washington State Teacher of the Year
2023 State Teacher of the Year

https://medium.com/waospi/dana-miles-named-2023-state-teacher-of-the-year-veronica-gonzalez-named-2022-state-classified-eb8315e9c6b7


Debra Kahn
Client Advocate

DeafBlind Service Center

Deaf-Blind Project
Washington Sensory and Disability Services

Support Service Provider Trainer

Mentor
Protactile Language Interpreting

www.protactilelanguageinterpreting.org

http://www.protactilelanguageinterpreting.org/


Karen Atwood
President

Washington State Association of the Deaf
www.wsad.org

Region IV Delegate
National Association of the Deaf

www.nad.org

http://www.wsad.org/
http://www.nad.org/


Claudia L. Gordon, Esq.
Senior Policy Advisor

Office of Civil Rights and Civil Liberties
Department of Homeland Security

Chief of Staff
Office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs

US Department of Labor

Associate Director
Office of Public Engagement

The White House

Senior Accessibility Strategy Partner
Diversity Equity and Inclusion

T-Mobile



Tammy Osborn
Integration Engineer

Office of Financial Management

Leader
ASL First! state meetings

Deaf, DeafBlind and Hard of Hearing State Employees 



aj granda

Co-Creator 
ProTactile

www.protactile.org

Owner
Blind Blue World

www.instagram.com/blindblueworld

http://www.protactile.org/
http://www.instagram.com/blindblueworld


Denyce Acquah

Advisory Steward
Cascadia Deaf Nation

Member
Northwest Washington Community of the Deaf



Cynthia Stewart
Former President

Hearing Loss Association of America-Washington

Airport Manager of the Year
Washington State Department of Transportation

Housing and Homeless, Transportation, Revenue Advocate
League of Women Voters of Washington

www.lwvwa.org

https://www.lwvwa.org/Lobby-Team-Bios


Caryn Tenin

Leader
DeafBlind Community

Vice-President
DeafBlind Retreat of Arizona

www.dbrarizona.org

https://dbrarizona.org/


Ellie Savidge

Freelance Deaf Interpreter/Consultant

ASL Interpreter Manager
Microsoft



Linda Lohdefinck
Founder

Golden Ears Hearing Dog Training Center
www.goldenearsdogs.org

Health Services Consultant
Department of Health

Vice-Chair
Disability Inclusion Network

www.din.wa.gov

https://www.goldenearsdogs.org/home
http://www.din.wa.gov/


Karen Philo-House
DeafBlind Interpreter

Support Service Provider

Communication Facilitator

Parent-Infant Program Specialist
Hearing Speech and Deaf Center

Family Mentor Coordinator
Family Mentor Program

Office of Deaf and Hard of Hearing



Allie “AJ” Joiner
Board Member

Center on Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing Youth

www.cdhy.wa.gov

Client Advocate
DeafBlind Service Center

Member
Medical Interpreting Task Force

Consumer Advocate
Legal Advocacy Project

Deaf Services Coordinator
Tacoma Coalition of Individuals with 

Disabilities Center

www.tacid.org

Community Advocate
Abused Deaf Women’s Advocacy Services

Vocational Counselor
Deaf Adult Services

Hearing Speech Deaf Center

http://www.cdhy.wa.gov/
http://www.tacid.org/


Connie Gough

President
Washington State Deaf Senior Citizens
Washington State Deaf Senior Citizens

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1696096260482991/about


Ellen Sheppach

Board Secretary
Deaf Seniors of America

Board - Deaf Seniors of America, Inc.

https://deafseniors.us/about-dsa/board-members/


Clare Cassidy

Owner and Photographer
Clare Cassidy Photography

www.clarecassidyphotography.com

http://www.clarecassidyphotography.com/


Much more to come -
as new leaders emerge…
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