
Detailed Demographic and Housing Characteristics File B 
(Detailed DHC-B)
Household Type and Tenure for Approximately 1,500 Detailed Race and Ethnic Groups 
and Detailed American Indian and Alaska Native (AIAN) Tribes and Villages. 

2021 2022 2023 2024



Feedback Development Testing Feedback Testing Production

Release
Detailed DHC-B

Sept. 2024*

Release Proof of Concept
for Public Feedback

Jan. 2024

Develop Analytical Tool to Evaluate the Balance 
of Confidentiality Protections and Accuracy

Engage External Differential Privacy Experts;
Request Public Feedback on Proposed Data Product
Sept. 2021

Test the Disclosure 
Avoidance System

Determine Privacy-Loss Budget and 
Settings for Proof of Concept

DSEP Decision
Nov. 2023

Address Feedback and Test

Determine Final Privacy-Loss Budget 
and Settings for File Production

DSEP Decision

Begin File Production 
and Conduct Quality 

Assurance

* = Target Date

Approve Methodology 
DSEP Decision

Jan. 2023

Review and Implement
Data User Feedback

Proof of Concept Release and Feedback
Data users will have 30 days to review a Proof of Concept 
and submit feedback. The Proof of Concept will help data 
users understand how the new disclosure avoidance 
framework based on differential privacy may impact the 
2020 Census Detailed DHC-B. It will include geographies and
margins of error, identify inconsistencies resulting from 
disclosure avoidance, explain adaptive design, and provide 
examples using 2010 Census data.

 

DSEP Decision Points
The Data Stewardship Executive Policy Committee (DSEP), 
composed exclusively of senior career officials, determines 
the allocation of privacy-loss budget across geography 
levels and disclosure avoidance queries based on an analysis 
of data quality and disclosure risk. 

Detailed DHC-A and Detailed DHC-B
The 2020 Census Detailed DHC-B, along with the 
Detailed DHC-A, is a successor to the 2010 Census 
Summary File 2 (SF2) and American Indian and Alaska 
Native Summary File (AIANSF). The Detailed DHC-B 
and Detailed DHC-A provide statistics about different 
topics for the same detailed groups and use similar 
disclosure avoidance systems. See also: Detailed DHC-
A Timeline.
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https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial/2020/program-management/Detailed%20DHC-A%20Timeline
https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial/2020/program-management/Detailed%20DHC-A%20Timeline
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