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FAIRFAX HIGH SCHOOL

FAIRFAX COUNTY





       3501 Rebel Run
PUBLIC SCHOOLS





     Fairfax, VA 22030

Telephone:  (703) 219-2200

Fax:  (703) 219-2397

December 2019
Dear Parents/Guardians of the Class of 2024,
Welcome to Fairfax High School (FHS)! In January, we will begin to work with your rising freshmen through the academic advising and course selection process. School counselors will meet with students at the middle schools to discuss graduation requirements, four year plans, and course options for ninth grade students. Additionally, students will have access to the online Course Description Guide the week of January 6, you will find it on the Fairfax High School website under Student Services. This is a helpful resource as students begin to consider courses for next year and start to develop their four year academic plan. 
It is important for students to choose a course load that will challenge them and help prepare them for their post-secondary endeavors while also allowing for balance with their extracurricular and personal commitments. We take academic advising and course selection seriously and encourage students to seek input from current teachers, school counselors, and their parents as they make course selections for their first year in high school. Students should choose courses that are best for them, while pursuing their passions and selecting courses with appropriate challenge, rather than basing their choices on their classmates’ selections or what they hope will “look good” in the college admission process. In April, we will send home a list of students’ course requests for your review and require that any requests for changes be made by June 12, 2020.  Due to staffing and scheduling restraints, schedule changes will not be accepted after that date. 
To help you prepare to work with your student during course selection, our instructional team invites you to attend the FHS Curriculum Night on the evening of Thursday, January 9, 2020.  During Curriculum Night, parents of rising 9th graders and their students will attend a specialized program tailored to provide information for families and students new to high school. You will also have the opportunity to meet with faculty members, network with other parents and students, and learn important details about FHS. The information available at Curriculum Night will help guide conversations with your students about their course selections. 
The schedule for Curriculum Night, a typical 9th grade schedule, a list of the electives available to 9th graders, and a list of important dates are on the reverse of this letter. We look forward to seeing you on Thursday, January 9. If you have any questions, please contact Fairfax High School Student Services at 703-219-2202. 

Sincerely, 

Laura Rotella
Director of Student Services

Fairfax High School

	Curriculum Night Schedule:  Thursday, January 9, 2020

	6pm-6:30pm: Information Session on AVID for interested Parents and Students (FHS Library)

	6:30pm–7pm: Opening Session - Rising 9th Grade Parent Program (FHS Auditorium)

Learn about graduation requirements, elective options, AP/Honors, and more!

	7pm-8pm Course Selection Fair for Parents and Students: Department chairpersons, teachers, and school counselors will be available to answer specific questions and discuss courses. (FHS Commons Area and Cafeteria)


	9th Grade Electives & World Language Offerings

	Arabic (Application)

Art
American Sign Language (Application)
Automotive Technology

AVID (Application)

Band (Audition)

Child Development and Parenting

Chinese (Application)

Chorus (Audition)

Computer Graphics 1

Creative Writing 1

Dance

Nutrition & Wellness/Life Planning

Forensics (Speech)

French

German

Information Systems

Intro to Marketing

Journalism 1

Korean (Application)

Latin
Leadership
Orchestra

Photography

Piano Lab

Programming

Spanish

Spanish for Fluent Speakers

Sports Medicine
STEM: Design
Tech Theatre 

Theater Arts


	Important Dates for Rising 9th Graders

	January 9:  Curriculum Night at FHS
January 16: Rising Rebel Field Trip to FHS for 
                        Lanier MS &  Rocky Run MS
February 2020: Course Registration Sheets Due to Feeder                                    Middle Schools

March 2-20: Private School Student Registrations**

(By appointment only, call 703-219-2202 to schedule)
April 2020: Course Selections Mailed Home for Confirmation

June 12: Last Day for Schedule Change Requests 



	Typical 9th Grade Schedule

	English 9 or English 9 Honors
World History and Geography 1 or World History and Geography 1 Honors

Math (Algebra or Algebra Honors, Geometry or Geometry Honors, Algebra 2 or Algebra 2 Honors)
Biology, Biology Honors or Environmental Science
Health & PE 9
World Language or Elective

Elective



