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● As Indiana works to expand the educator pipeline in high-need areas including 
special education, IDOE partnered with the University of Indianapolis’ Center 
of Excellence in Leadership (CELL) to help more special education teachers 
reach full licensure.

● Goals:
○ Convenient, accelerated options
○ Streamlined coursework
○ Financial support

the Purpose of i-seal
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Acceptance into the program

● Applicant must complete the university’s application
● Provide college transcripts to the university
● Provide a copy of their current license
● May need to provide a copy of a current background check 

(within one year)
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● The primary focus is Mild Intervention (MI), but other licensure 
needs can be supported as well.

● The contract was funded by Title II ESSER and Part B money to 
enable teachers to become fully licensed to teach special 
education for a public school.

I-seal focus & funding
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● Educators licensed in another subject: 
○ Currently-licensed teachers who wish to add special education 

to their existing license can participate in a fully-funded, 
18-credit hour graduate program.

○ Offered through the University of Indianapolis, Taylor 
University and Indiana Wesleyan University.

How I-SEAL Works: Adding Special 
Education
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● Educators licensed in another subject: 
○ Participants must:

■ Hold a bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution recognized 
by the U.S. Department of Education;

■ Be currently employed in an Indiana school;
■ Maintain current licensure from IDOE;
■ Have a letter of support from the school’s administrator; and
■ Sign a letter of intent to remain employed in an Indiana school as 

a special education teacher for two years after completion.

How I-SEAL Works: Adding Special 
Education
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● Individuals currently enrolled in a special education preparation 
program: 
○ Individuals may earn scholarship assistance to support the completion 

of their required special education coursework and purchase 
textbooks

○ Applies to special education programs beyond the University of 
Indianapolis, Taylor University and Indiana Wesleyan University.

●

How I-SEAL Works: currently enrolled
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● Individuals currently enrolled in a special education preparation 
program: 
○ Participants must:

■ Provide documentation of employment as an under-qualified special 
education teacher in a public school

■ Demonstrate a history of course completion and the aptitude necessary 
to complete the coursework

■ Provide a letter of support from the administrator, with the intent to 
assign applicant to a special education position

■ Submit a letter of intent to enter into, or continue an employment 
agreement.

How I-SEAL Works: currently enrolled
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● Non-education bachelor’s degree holders: 
○ Special education educators who have not earned full licensure 

and hold a non-education bachelor’s degree may receive a full 
scholarship to enroll in a federally-compliant Transition to 
Teaching program. 

○ 10 Transition to Teaching programs in special education are 
currently available across Indiana.

How I-SEAL Works: bachelor’s degree 
holders
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Transition to teaching programs

● Transition to Teaching programs in special education are 
offered through: 
○ #TEACH
○ Indiana University East
○ Indiana University Northwest
○ Indiana Wesleyan University
○ Marian University

○ Oakland City University
○ Purdue University Fort Wayne
○ Teachers of Tomorrow
○ University of Indianapolis
○ University of Saint Francis

https://www.oak.edu/academics/graduate-studies/transition-to-teaching


@EducateIN

● Non-education bachelor’s degree holders: 
○ Participants must:

■ Hold a bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution recognized by the 
U.S. Department of Education

■ Currently employed in an Indiana school
■ Be enrolled in an approved alternative path for special education leading 

to an initial licensure
■ A signed letter of intent to teach two years after the license completion

How I-SEAL Works: bachelor’s degree 
holders



@EducateIN

How i-seal works: help with exam

● Individuals who have not yet passed the state licensing exam:
○ Applicants who fail to pass the licensing exam once can apply 

for a workshop designed to aid the candidate in test taking 
strategies and content necessary to pass the test.

○ Available for applicants who have completed all other licensing 
requirements.
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Districts with the highest participation

○ Bartholomew Consolidated School Corporation - 
6 participants

○ 21st Century Charter School of Gary - 
6 participants

○ Warsaw Community Schools - 
5 participants

○ Lafayette School Corporation - 
5 participants

○ Anderson Community Schools -
5 participants

● Indianapolis Public Schools - 
13 participants 

● Greater Clark County Schools - 
9 participants 

● South Bend Community Schools - 
8 participants

● Noblesville Schools - 
6 participants

● Franklin Township Community School Corp - 
6 participants

● 153 school districts participating so far statewide: 
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Participation numbers by institution

● Indiana Wesleyan University, 
MI- 49 participants 

● Indiana Wesleyan University,
T2T - 41 participants 

● Taylor University, 
MI - 80 participants

● Taylor University,
Intense - 21 participants 

● University of Indianapolis,
MI - 61 participants 

● University of Indianapolis,
TsT - 40 participants 

● Indiana State University,
DHH - 18 participants 

● Indiana State University,
B/LV - 15 participants 

● Indiana University East, 
MI - 4 participants

● Grace College,
Intense - 3 participants 
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Participation numbers by institution continued

● Grace College,
MI - 1 participant 

● Purdue Fort Wayne, 
MI - 1 participant

● Indiana University-Purdue University Columbus,
MI - 1 participant 



Thank you!
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Department Internal Process 


