Wolf conservation and management within the
legal limits of the Habitats Directive

Public hearing ‘Revaluation of the wolf population in the EU’
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Annex V
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Favourable conservation status (FCS)

d Ciriteria
— Extinction / carrying capacity ?
— Demographic / genetic / ecological ?

d Scale
— Local AND national / national biogeographical / transboundary
— Transboundary:
* Not with ‘third states’ like Russia
* Population-level cooperation as condition?

“assessment ... at both local level and the level of the territory of that Member State or, where
applicable, at the level of the biogeographical region in question where the borders of that
Member State straddle several biogeographical regions or if the natural range of the species
SO requires and, to the extent possible, at cross-border level” (Case C-674/17, 2019) 4



Transboundary population-level cooperation

e 2008 Guidelines on population-level management plans for large carnivores
« Common sense
* Flexibility — hunting / derogations
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Hunting / derogations (1)

 Annex V — conditions:
d FCS
O Monitoring
O Means

* Annex IV — same conditions + Article 16(1):
O Reason (a)-(e) (e.qg., preventing livestock damage)
O No satisfactory alternative
O Not impair FCS



Hunting / derogations (2) ’l

‘Tolerance hunting’ — Case C-674/17 (2019)

» “combating poaching can be ... an objective covered by Article 16(1)(e)”

> Strict conditions:

— Suitability
— Absence of satisfactory alternatives
— Influence on conservation status

“In accordance with the precautionary principle ..., if, after examining the
best scientific data available, significant doubt remains as to whether or not
a derogation will be detrimental to ... conservation status, the Member State
must refrain from granting or implementing that derogation.”



Hunting / derogations (3)

Scope for lethal management — key variables:

« Conservation status

* Quality of scientific evidence

e Quality of safeguards in laws & plans

« Extent & quality of transboundary population-level cooperation



Zoning & hybridization ’l

Zoning

« Zones where wolves treated favourably -> OK

« Zones where wolves treated unfavourably -> depends

 No go/low density areas -> options limited, especially under Annex Il & IV

Hybridization
* Government-controlled removal of hybrids
* Protection of hybrids from public at large
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