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Currently being drafted with intermediate
targets for reduction of carbon footprint by
2030 in:



3 Spheres of influence for Councils:

1. Direct Influence: Estate (Offices, 
Council Homes) Operations, 
Procurement

2. Indirect Influence:  Planning Policy, 
Standards, Licensing

3. Leadership by example, 
Communities & Partnerships



Setting intermediate targets for 2025 and 2030:

✓ Office Buildings
✓ Waste Management vehicle fleet (currently

67% of total emissions of SCDC)
✓ Council housing stock

And actions towards Local Plan, Construction
standards, Licensing, Land-Use and Partnerships
for excellence and innovation in meeting zero
carbon



Green to our Core 
Business Plan, 2019 -
2024



2018-2019 Survey of 94 local councils put South 
Cambs and Oxford City Council as the top 
Councils in the UK for level of investment to 
tackle climate change in response to their
‘declaration’ of a climate emergency. 

In our Budget 2019-2020, we committed £5 million



2020-21 South Cambs budget investment
• Nest Egg!! £ 2.6 million Reserve Fund from 50% retained business rates of 

renewable energy farms (untouched!)

• £120,000 then a further £100,000 on 2nd Zero Carbon Community grants 
for community initiatives to cut carbon emissions and tackle climate 
change

• £1.9 million ‘greening’ of offices to cut energy bills and show others how 
they could go green

• a further £1.3 million on improving energy efficiency of Council homes

• £1 million replacing 1,800 District Council owned streetlights with LEDs to 
reduce energy consumption by 60%

• Around £400,000 on an electric bin lorry to see whether it is viable to shift 
from a diesel to an all-electric fleet





The new Greater Cambridge Local Plan 
will be a huge determinant in whether
we meet our Zero Carbon goals – with
thousands of homes, workplaces and 
infrastructure to be built over next 10-15 
years.







Working with Communities across the District:
1st Round: 19 community projects for raising awareness and 
nudging behaviour towards zero carbon lifestyles





With the beat and turn
of a single wing, we
can each have the
power to shift and 
switch the direction
and swoop of the
whole flock


