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Report Highlights: 

On October 12, 2021, the United States Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service and Morocco 

completed a sanitary certificate for exports of live U.S. aquatic animals. The completion of this 

certificate offers new opportunities for U.S. exporters of live aquatic animals, gametes and eggs of 

aquatic animals intended for farming, restocking and ornamental uses. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
  
  
  
 

 
 

General Information: 

On October 12, 2021, the United States Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service and Morocco 

completed a sanitary certificate for exports of live U.S. aquatic animals. The completion of this 

certificate offers new opportunities for U.S. exporters of live aquatic animals, gametes and eggs of 

aquatic animals intended for farming, restocking, and ornamental uses. According to Morocco’s 

National Agency for Aquaculture Development, Morocco’s current installed aquaculture 

production capacity is 380,000 tons per year. However, the nation is seeking to grow the sector, 

and considers it a strategic priority in the country’s economic development. Morocco reported 

exports of seafood products (wild and farmed) in calendar year 2020 at approximately 850,000 

tons, with a value of over 2 billion dollars. Local fishery officials report that under current trends, 

aquaculture production will soon overtake wild-caught products.  

Industry contacts report that much of the Moroccan coastline is poorly adapted to open water 

aquaculture due to a lack of protected bays. Additionally, Morocco faces increasing ground water 

salinity, which may push some farmers to diversify from horticulture to inland aquaculture. 

Morocco has a nascent tilapia and shrimp industry that is utilizing brackish waters. These species 

are notable in that they are well adapted to U.S. feed ingredients, including soybean meal and 

distillers dried grain solubles. Growth of oyster, mussel, and clam production is also expected over 

the next five years.  

Visit the APHIS Website for more information about exporting to Morocco. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/export/international-standard-setting-activities-oie/regionalization/sa_by_country/sa_m/ct_animal_morocco


 
  
  
  
 

 
 

 



 
  
  
  
 

 
 

 



 
  
  
  
 

 
 

 



 
  
  
  
 

 
 

 

Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


