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Wolf is a protected species all over Spain 
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Wolf CS is  

”Unfavourable/ 

Inadequated”  

in 9 out 17 of the 

EU countries 

  

(Source: EEA) 



Spanish Institute for Nature Conservation -

ICONA:  

1986-1988 

100.000 km2  

294 “packs”  
     

 

Spanish Ministry of Food, Agriculture, Fisheries and 

Environmental Affairs  

2012-2014  

91.600 km2  

297 “packs” 

Only two wolf national “surveys” in Spain 
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First (1986-1988) Second (2012-2014) 

Sources: ICONA 1990, MAGRAMA 2016 

Wolf surveys  

in Castile and Leon region  



582 wolves had been culled during  

2008-2013 in Spain.  

Quevedo, M., Echegaray, J., Fernández-Gil, A., Leonard, J., Naves, J., Ordiz, A., Revilla, E. & Vilà, C. (2018). Lethal 

management may hinder population recovery in Iberian wolves. Biodiversity & Conservation, 28 (2): 415–432 
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Is there “more room” for Iberian wolves? 

 

Grilo, C., Lucas, P. M., Fernández‐Gil, A., Seara, M., Costa, G., Roque, S., Rio‐Maior, H., Nakamura, 

M., Álvares, F., Petrucci‐Fonseca, F. & Revilla, E. (2018). Refuge as major habitat driver for wolf 

presence in human-modified landscapes. Animal Conservation, 22: 59-71 

Between  

302.190 -318.672 

km2  

more in Spain  

(Grilo et al. 2018) 



Attitude on wolves Vs  

Non efective EU nature framework fulfillment  
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Brussels (“EU Commission”) open the door for wolf 

hunting at south of Douro river  

(“where wolves are under the Annex II & IV”) 

Spanish (ex) former Ministry of 

Agriculture, Food, Fisheries and 

Environmental issues, Isabel García 

Tejerina […] new action plan 

elaborated by EU Commision, wich in 

practice leads to “the flexibilization of 

wolf management at south of Douro 

river”. 

  

Until the moment, in that area, the wild 

canids are protected species and they 

can not be hunted, but in real terms, 

wolf population has increased in 

numbers and range. This requires, 

according to Spanish Government, the 

need of wolf control and management 



FAQ about culled wolves during 2013-2018  

• 30 wolves had been culled by Castile & Leon 

regional administration 

• Mean age of killed wolves: 3,3 years. 

• Sex ratio: 1,3 ♂: 1 ♀ 

• Necropsy data only for 17 individuals (57%). 

For 16 (43%) wolves, no official data.  

• Evidence of livestock conssumption at only 5 

(29%) wolf stomachs. For the rest (71%), no 

data and/or empty stomachs. 

• 5 (38’5%) out of 13 females were killed at pre-

breeding time and 3 (23’1%) out of 13 were the 

pack breeders. This means entire social 

perturbation or eradication in 8 packs. 

 
Source: ASCEL www.loboiberico.com 

 

http://www.loboiberico.com/


Number and location of wolves killed at south of Douro river by 

Castile & León government during 2013-2018 



CAP fails on biodiversity conservation, 

including apex predators as wolves!  

Pe´er et al. 2014. EU agricultural reform fails on biodiversity. Science, 344 (6188) 
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Killed wolves in Salamanca and Avila provinces (S. Castile & 

León region) during 2011-2019 Vs CAP subsidies 
 

Sources: Junta de CyL & Spanish Ministry for Ecological Transition 

 



Are Spanish administrations explaining CAP 

subsidies eco-condioning requirements? 

 > 5 million € for livestock farming CAP in a county of 700 km2  

and 10 hab/km2 in Salamanca province 



HOME MESSAGE 

Wolves are protected species, and protected species must not 
be hunted and culled.  

Management is a concept very far away from hunting/culling. 

In Spain, the wolf lethal management is the first choice, even 
where the species is strictly protected by Annex II and IV of 
92/43/CEE Directive. 

The killing of wolves doesn´t improve human tolerance, reduce 
poaching or livestock losses to significant levels (unless the 
population is fully extirpated). 

Wolf-human coexistence should not be based on the possibility 
of apex predators control. It should be based mainly in 
changing the extensive livestock husbrandy practices. 

EU Nature Directives should be strictly, fulfilled as the rest of 
the EU legislation. Article 16 of the Habitats Directive 
92/43/CEE could be the most broken one in any EU Nature Law. 
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Thanks a lot! 


