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SUMMARY 

“Living with the Urban Ocean:  Inquiring, Imagining, Embracing” is a project that brings 

together the humanities and the environmental sciences with a focus on a unique urban 

ecosystem.  The University of Massachusetts Boston (UMB), Boston’s only public research 

university, as well as its most diverse university campus, is located on Boston Harbor and its 

archipelago. The campus’s humanities departments, including English, Philosophy and History, 

as well as Anthropology, have had a long-standing collaboration with the university’s School for 

the Environment (SFE), a unique academic home that integrates environmental sciences with 

humanistic concerns. Our project team, drawn from diverse institutional locations, is proposing 

to implement a cluster of three courses that focus on Boston Harbor, the Boston Harbor Islands, 

and the diverse coastal communities surrounding the harbor that many of our students call home. 

The course cluster is designed to incorporate humanistic methods of inquiry such as literary 

analysis, archival research, storytelling, writing and reflection, and interpretive exercises, with 

the goal of increasing students’ awareness of the close and millennials-long  interaction between 

human consciousness and activity and the natural world. This increased awareness provides the 

framework within which students engage in experiential learning that strengthens their 

appreciation for the harbor’s impact on the city, its history and its future. 

The cluster’s three courses, co-taught by humanities and environmental science faculty, begin 

with a survey of environmental humanities that considers the relationship between human beings 

and nature through the lenses of diverse cultures, literatures, historical periods and philosophies. 

Humanities content and hands-on approaches will be infused throughout, with students 

embarking on trips to the Harbor Islands on the university’s boat and engaging with a diverse 

array of speakers from the campus and community. The second course in the sequence focuses in 

on the history, sociocultural context and environmental significance of Boston Harbor and its 

island system, with students engaging in field visits, archival research, and service learning 

activities in close collaboration with the National Park Service.  The third course in the cluster is 

a capstone that is driven by engagement with environmental challenges faced by coastal 

communities surrounding the harbor, which students will approach through a combination of 

humanistic and scientific perspectives. Each course will highlight the melding of the humanities, 

social sciences and natural sciences and the need for interdisciplinary approaches to 

understanding and engaging with environmental issues, gradually increasing the depth of 

engagement and challenge for students.  

This project is the product of a five-year planning process for an Environmental Humanities 

minor that has included civic engagement, cross-disciplinary collaborations  and university-

community partnerships as key elements. The proposed three-course cluster will be the core of 

the Environmental Humanities minor, and we expect it to attract new students to the humanities 

and further infuse the humanities into the pedagogical approaches of environmental science 

faculty.  For the port city of Boston, the ocean is a living, breathing presence, and engagement 

with the environmental realities this relationship entails is a key aspect of UMB’s commitment to 

its urban surroundings. This project will help the university, students and faculty alike to better 

understand the necessity of bringing the humanities to the table as we plan for the future of the 

city and the harbor that helps define it. 
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NARRATIVE 

1. Intellectual Rationale. Among the longest and most complicated of human

interactions with nature has been our species’ engagement with the ocean. What does the ocean 

mean to us? How does it provoke us? Why do we seek to understand it? In what ways does it 

challenge us? Rachel Carson, a marine biologist whose work was infused with a humanities 

sensibility, approaches such questions in words that are beautifully evocative and eerily 

prescient. She writes, “It is a curious situation that the sea, from which life first arose, should 

now be threatened by the activities of one form of that life. But the sea, though changed in  a 

sinister way, will continue to exist; the threat is rather to life itself.” This quotation suggests the 

tension at the heart of our proposed project, “Living with the Urban Ocean: Inquiring, Imagining, 

Embracing”: the deep, even primal, connection human beings have with the ocean, and the ways  

in which unchecked human activity can turn the sea’s life-giving power into a threat to all that   

we have built up around it. 

At the University of Massachusetts Boston (UMB), the ocean is at our doorstep. Looking 

out from our Campus Center on a clear day, we see the sun-dappled expanse of Boston Harbor,  

the port around which our city has evolved over the centuries. As our gaze meets the horizon, it 

encounters some of the forested islands that make up the Boston Harbor Islands National 

Recreation Area, islands whose rich history goes back to a time when Native Americans were the 

area’s primary population. Today, through its School for the Environment (SFE), the university is 

deeply engaged with the city of Boston’s efforts to prepare for imminent sea level rise and its 

impact on the diverse urban neighborhoods located along the harbor—communities which many  

of UMB’s largely first-generation, non-traditional undergraduate students, a large proportion of 

whom are immigrants and students of color, call home.  Our keen awareness of how closely  our 



2 

past, present and future are linked to the natural system of the Boston Harbor and its islands is 

the inspiration for our Humanities Connections proposal. 

“Living with the Urban Ocean” proposes a series of three carefully sequenced courses  

that would serve as the core of a planned Environmental Humanities (EH) minor. Featuring 

collaborative interdisciplinary teaching and experiential learning using Boston Harbor site visits 

and field work, these courses seek to infuse the humanities into environmental science, urban 

planning, and the creation of sustainable living conditions for diverse communities. The project 

brings together the strengths of the departments of English, history, philosophy, religious studies, 

and classics, all of which have faculty  that engage the issue of humans’ relationship to nature, 

with UMB’s unique School for the Environment (SFE), an interdisciplinary nexus of programs in 

community development, urban planning, environmental studies and sustainability, and 

environmental sciences In addition to the three core courses, we also will infuse humanities 

content and approaches into an introductory environmental studies general education course,  

“The Nature of Environmental Problems”, which fulfills a “Natural Science” requirement for non-

science majors.  This course, ENSTY101 will serve as a feeder to the three-course cluster   we 

propose. 

The SFE was established in 2013 with the understanding that the environment and 

sustainability is not the exclusive domain of the natural sciences and that the humanities are 

essential for contextualizing environmental data and issues for students. A humanities 

perspective illuminates the ways in which people’s lives are interwoven with place and the 

natural world, and offers an array of methods to tell the stories of the visceral impact of the 

environment on human lives.  In addition, the humanities encourage open-ended inquiry  and 
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conceptual thinking, essential tools for mobilizing creative approaches to our relationship to the natural 

world and the challenges entailed as we look toward the  future. 

For these reasons, an EH minor at UMB has been planned since SFE’s establishment. 

This effort builds on the success of two cross-college minors addressing the environment, an 

Environmental Anthropology minor in collaboration with the College of Liberal Arts and a 

Clean Energy and Sustainability minor in collaboration with the College of Management. It also 

is informed by a culture of collaboration on the campus that encourages working across 

departmental boundaries to address complex issues such as health disparities. Faculty hires are 

envisioned with a view to connections between realms of knowledge, exemplified by a recent 

joint faculty appointment in religious studies and school for the environment. Our Honors 

College provides a powerful model for engaging students in innovative cross-disciplinary  study. 

In addition to building on these academic strengths, the proposal draws on UMB’s “urban 

mission, “defined by a commitment to engage with local communities through broad and deep 

partnerships, faculty engagement, and hands-on learning opportunities, recognized for the second 

time in 2015 with a ten-year Carnegie Foundation Community Engagement Classification. A 

prime example is  the Community Engaged Scholars Initiative (CESI), a three-year  

Massachusetts Department of Higher Education funded program aimed at incorporating 

community partnerships more fully into the undergraduate curriculum. CESI’s most recent 

iteration was focused on the environment. Over 50 faculty have participated in CESI during its 5- 

year implementation. 

The relationships created through these efforts, both on campus and in the community, 

have been critical to the planning for this Humanities Connections proposal. We have brought 

together a team that includes representation from SFE, the Honors College, the  English 
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Department, the Institute for New England Native American Studies, and the Gender, Leadership 

and Public Policy program, as well as consulting with a community-based environmental 

sustainability leader and representatives from the National Park Service (NPS) and the 

Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR). Through a series of wide- 

ranging discussions, we came to the decision to focus on two of UMB’s strengths: its proximity  to 

and engagement with the Boston Harbor ecosystem, and the diversity of our student  body. 

A US Department of Education Title III institution and a Carnegie Research II university, 

UMB is proudly the most diverse public four-year higher education institution in New England. 

At UMB, 57% of undergraduates are students of color; out of 12,847 undergraduates, 

approximately 16% identify as Black or African American, 14% are Hispanic, and 0.2% are 

American Indian/Alaska Native. A significant proportion of the 12% of students who are Asian 

American are from under-represented groups such as Vietnamese and Cambodians. Fifty-six 

percent of UMass Boston undergraduate students are first-generation college students, 40%  

report speaking a language other than English at home, and 33% receive Pell grants. Most of our 

students come from Boston and surrounding urban areas. 

For our students and their communities, the ocean is physically near. But they do not 

necessarily see it as part of their everyday experience or recognize that Boston Harbor and  its 

islands are “theirs” to visit, appreciate, take pleasure in, and steward. Most have little idea of the 

complex geological, archaeological, cultural, scientific, and engineering histories of the Boston 

Harbor Islands. Yet the harbor and its islands have a rich history that has both salutary and 

unsavory components. The Native American presence on these islands has been archaeologically 

established, and there is increasing visibility being given to Native use of the islands thousands  

of years ago. One island, Deer Island, was used to imprison members of the Nipmuck  tribe 
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during King Philips War in the late 17th century; it later became a holding area for Irish 

immigrants fleeing the Great Famine and, ultimately, a wastewater treatment facility (“Deer 

Island, A History of Human Tragedy Remembered”). Another of the Harbor Islands, Thompson 

Island, was for many years home to a school for indigent boys, the archives of which have their 

home in UMB’s Healey Library. Spectacle Island, once a garbage dump, was restored through a 

feat of engineering to become part of the Boston Harbor Islands National Recreation  Area. 

Apart from the islands, the harbor itself has its own historical, cultural and environmental 

significance. The site of the Boston Tea Party, its condition rapidly deteriorated as the city’s 

population and industrialization increased through the eighteenth, nineteenth and early twentieth 

centuries. The harbor was crucial to Boston’s and the region’s thriving ship building and fishing 

industries; commerce flourished, and residents saw the harbor in economic rather than 

environmental terms. As a result, the harbor’s conditions received little attention, and its waters 

became highly polluted. Starting in the mid-1970s, the harbor’s high pollution levels inspired a 

wellspring of community concerns and there followed a series of lawsuits that resulted in a 

federally-mandated cleanup.  The results have been dramatic: what was once one of the  

country’s most polluted bodies of water is now one of the cleanest. Along the way, the harbor’s 

plight made its way into pop culture through vehicles such as the rock song “Dirty Water” by the 

Standells and Neal Stephenson’s eco-thriller novel Zodiac. 

While the harbor and its islands are central to our proposal, we will place them in  the 

larger cultural context of human beings’ relationship to the sea. Envisioning the impact of rising 

sea levels reminds us that the ocean has both life-giving and destructive power, and that human 

impacts play a critical role in how that power is unleashed. The humanities’ unique contribution 

to this contested and complex realm of humanity’s relationship to the ocean are the modes  of 
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inquiry and analysis that enable us to assess what cannot be measured, to uncover what is deeply 

hidden within us, to weigh the intangible, and to make real and compelling those speculations  

and warnings that can seem remote and abstract. Our project will draw on myths, fiction, poetry, 

and other cultural expressions, using humanities texts such as Sonali Deraniyagalu’s Wave  

(2013) and Ruth Ozeki’s A Tale for the Time Being (2013), whose narratives emerge from the 

fearsomeness of the 2005 tsunami in Asia; relevant chapters from Herman Melville’s Moby Dick 

(1851), Frederick Douglass’ “The Heroic Slave” (1852), in which the ocean represents freedom 

and the abolitionist mindset;  Edwidge Danticat’s Claire of the Sea Light (2013) and Thakazhi 

Pillai’s Chemmeen (1962), which focus on coastal communities’ rhythms of life organized  

around the sea in Haiti and Kerala, in south India, respectively. Classic stories featuring the 

ocean, such as Ernest Hemingway's The Old Man and the Sea (1952), will take on new meaning  

in this multifaceted context and provide opportunities for archival research projects; the most 

comprehensive archive of Hemingway material is located on our campus in the Hemingway 

Collection housed at the JFK Presidential Library. This thread will also draw on the historical  

and cultural experiences of our students. Some may have roots in the island life of places like 

Cape Verde, Puerto Rico, Haiti and the Dominican Republic. Some may be descendants of 

indigenous peoples who lived by the harbor for centuries, of Africans forced to cross the Atlantic 

in slave ships, or of Southeast Asian refugees who braved the sea in flimsy boats to escape the 

horrors of war. This interplay between texts and life will enable our students to gain a deeper and 

more contextualized understanding of their own and each other’s’ experiences, and help to create 

a more personal connection to issues of sea-level rise that confronts us today. 

Through our students and our many connections with diverse communities and 

community organizations, we  will partner with city-wide initiatives to address the readiness of 



7 

Boston for significant changes in the ocean level. Our students will serve as storytellers to 

underscore the importance of the harbor and its islands to the city of Boston through public 

presentations to community members and development of curricular modules and other 

educational artifacts (such as children’s books and other creative projects) for  K-12 students. 

One of the core courses in the cluster is organized around environmental challenges experienced 

by Boston-area communities, and the students’ task is to engage community stakeholders and 

design effective responses to the problems. This initiative will also draw on and strengthen  

SFE’s existing relationship with the NPS and DCR. These agencies recognize that residents of 

color in the city of Boston do not typically feel linked to the Boston Harbor and its islands, and  

do not see them as spaces for their or their families’ recreation and enjoyment. UMB is a natural 

strategic partner in efforts to bridge this gap, and the methodologies of the humanities can be 

important avenues for strengthening connections with diverse communities. 

2. Content and Design. We have designed a dynamic three-course cluster and plan a

substantial modification of an existing fourth course—ENVSTY 101- to put humanities-focused 

approaches to the environment into active practice. Focused on the urban ocean, our core three- 

course cluster will feature high-impact pedagogies including experiential and service learning, 

site-based field trips, community-focused guest lectures, undergraduate research, and problem- 

solving applied learning. The three-course cluster also features pedagogical practices central to 

the humanities including archival and rare books research; writing that takes creative, analytical, 

autobiographical, and reflective forms; open-ended collaborative inquiry; storytelling and oral 

history; and portfolio-based projects that include visual and audio forms. The course sequence 

offers increasingly focused study of the urban ocean, moving from a 200-level survey course on 

EH, to a 300-level advanced course engaging the Boston Harbor and environs as  a complex 
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historical, cultural, marine, economic, and political milieu, to a 400-level integrative capstone 

course featuring applied research and service learning. This exciting series offers a highly 

integrated curriculum that gives students increasing expertise in the EH, and growing 

responsibility to apply their knowledge in complex, real-world contexts. 

In addition, this three-course cluster would be supported by “affiliated courses” that 

deepen students’ understanding of and commitment to humanities approaches to the  

environment. An EH minor has been planned that will use the three-course cluster as its core. 

Among the affiliated courses that would contribute to the minor are ENVSTY 101, which will be 

newly revised to include a humanities unit, and affiliated offerings in the departments of English, 

Religious Studies, History, Anthropology, Women’s and Gender Studies, and Philosophy, such  

as “The Whaling Women of Nantucket,” (history), and “Literature, Culture, and the 

Environment,” (English.) Although we hope they will be taken as a cluster, the proposed new 

courses can be taken independently, bringing humanities approaches to students interested in 

environmental studies and increasing humanities offerings that focus on nature and the 

environment. The following are descriptions of our three core courses: 1) A large 200-level EH 

survey course that explores the idea of human understandings of and connections to nature 

in the urban environment. This sophomore-level course would serve a minimum of 70-80 

students and be offered every semester. It would be connected to our General Education 

curriculum by fulfilling a Humanities distribution requirement. This course would be taught and 

coordinated by one faculty member from the humanities. As a defining feature of the course, it 

would draw on many guest speakers from multiple humanistic, social science and natural science 

disciplines, as well as community partners whose work is focused on the issue of our connection 

with nature in an urban context. The readings and assignments would be anchored in  the 
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humanities (philosophy, literature, religion, history, cultural studies), but the course would 

provide students with a broad understanding of how we as humans have related to nature from 

ancient times to the present, with all the attendant debates and urgencies (scientific,  

philosophical, economic, political, cultural) that accompany each era of this relationship. The 

course units would comprise mythological engagements with the environment from diverse 

cultures; industrialization and the human attempt to control the environment; and the 

consequences to the environment – both positive and negative -- of human intervention. As 

detailed in the syllabus provided in the appendix, this course features innovative assignments  

such as creative journals, photo essays, and other humanities-based observation and   

interpretation techniques. 2) A 300-level advanced course that features interdisciplinary and 

experiential approaches to the Boston Harbor and its Islands. This co-taught course would   

be at the junior/senior level, offered every spring, and would enroll up to 40 students, divided   

into two 20-student sections. Over the three years, the course could expand to enroll 60 students 

spread across three sections. The course would focus on the Boston Harbor and its islands and 

explore their significance to our urban context through an interdisciplinary lens. We would work 

closely with the NPS and the DCR as our community partners (and others who do 

immersive work on the Boston Harbor and its Islands), draw on the archival holdings of UMass 

Boston’s Healey library, take walking and boat tours of the Boston waterfront and its built 

environment, and examine the history of Boston Harbor and its island system from historical, 

geological, cultural, literary, philosophical, marine biological, and other perspectives. This 

course would use a unique co-teaching structure, in which an SFE instructor and a humanities 

faculty member would co-teach lectures and large discussions, and smaller seminar-style 

discussions. Experiential learning will infuse students with knowledge through  real-world 
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experiences combined with reflection and research. For example, the course's case study of 

Thompson Island will feature visits to the Island, an island mapping project and an on-site  

writing workshop. UMass Boston's Healey Library owns the archives of the Boston Farm and 

Trade School for Indigent Boys, which was located on Thompson Island, and students would 

participate in primary source research. Site-based and hands-on learning will be featured in 

additional projects such as creation of a walking tour of Boston's wharves and a children's book 

about the Harbor Islands targeted to Boston Public School students from diverse cultures and 

communities. 3) A 400-level capstone course that situates students as environmental 

problem-solvers, using their interdisciplinary knowledge to address environmental issues 

relating to the communities surrounding Boston Harbor. This senior capstone would serve 

30-40 students, divided into two sections of 15-20 students each. This course, once the cluster is 

institutionalized, would be offered every other semester, and would allow students to apply the 

knowledge and skills acquired in the two previous courses to an environmental challenge 

confronting the communities located along the harbor. The problems that our students will tackle 

in the first three years include the risk of deluge in East Boston from the ocean waters rising; the 

intensification of heat islands in specific communities; the erosion of the shoreline on some of  

the Boston Harbor islands and the resulting increase in risk of floods for coastal neighborhoods. 

This capstone course will include significant stakeholder engagement and interaction with 

members of the community. Equally central will be a reflection and discussion-based component 

where students will be explicitly asked to bring their diverse  disciplinary training 

into conversation with one another. The capstone seminar would be co-led by an environmental 

expert and humanities scholar, who will integrate humanities methodologies into weekly 

discussions, approaches to problem-solving and relationship-building with  partners. 
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3. Collaborative Team  Our cross-disciplinary UMB team includes: 1)  Project  Director.

Rajini Srikanth, Professor of English and Dean of the Honors College. Dr. Srikanth will oversee 

all aspects of the project, informed by her experience in leading the Honors College, UMB’s 

incubator for innovative and cross-disciplinary undergraduate courses. In addition, she brings 

expertise in multiethnic and post-colonial literatures and literature and human rights. 2) Project 

Co-director and SFE Co-instructor, 300-level course. Alan Christian, Associate Professor of 

Freshwater Ecology and Conservation and Undergraduate Program Director, SFE. Professor 

Christian, a Science Education for a New Civic Engagement and  Responsibility Leadership 

Fellow, will oversee SFE’s collaboration on the project. He brings a wide range of expertise 

including urban and restoration ecology, citizen science water quality monitoring and community 

engagement for science education. 3) Humanities Advisor and Humanities Co-instructor, 300- 

level course. Cheryl Nixon, Associate Professor of English and Vice Provost for International 

Programs. Dr. Nixon, an expert in 18th century literature and the rise of the novel as well as in 

humanities pedagogy, will also advise on the integration of humanities experiential pedagogy 

throughout the curriculum. She currently serves as a councilor, Arts and Humanities Division,   

for the National Council for Undergraduate Research, as a steering committee member for the 

Northeast Public Humanities Consortium and a member on the Boston Public Library Trustees 

Special Collections Committee. 4) Native American Cultural and Community Liaison. Cedric 

Woods, Director, UMB Institute for New England Native American Studies. Dr. Woods is an 

anthropologist with expertise in Native cultures, tribal government, and greater Boston Native 

American history, as well as bringing connections to a broad array of local Native tribes and 

organizations. 5) Capstone Director/ Community Engagement Advisor. Paul Kirshen, Professor 

of Climate Adaptation, SFE and Academic Director, UMB Sustainable Solutions  Laboratory. 



12 

Dr. Kirshen will direct the 400-level capstone course and advise the project on community 

engagement partnerships and strategies. 6) Instructor, 200-level course. Patrick Barron, 

Associate Professor of English and Co-Director, Undergraduate Creative Writing Program. Dr. 

Barron brings expertise in environmental literature and ecocriticism as well as Native American 

literature. 7) Humanities Co-instructor, 400-level capstone course. Leonard Von Morze, 

Associate Professor of English and Director, English Department Undergraduate Program. Dr. 

Von Morze brings expertise in Atlantic Studies. 8) Project Evaluator. Elena Stone, Lecturer, 

Gender, Leadership and Public Policy and Research Development Specialist, Office of Research 

and Sponsored Programs. Dr. Stone brings expertise in women’s health and the environment and 

women’s environmental leadership, as well as in developing, implementing and evaluating 

community-engaged learning and university-community partnerships. Community Partners.  A 

number of key community stakeholders have participated in the planning process and/or 

committed their support by providing guest speakers and helping to develop or serving as 

engaged learning sites for our students. These include the National Park Service, the Climate 

Ready Boston Initiative, the City of Boston Archaeologist, and Interfaith Ecological  Ministries. 

4. Institutional Context and Resources  UMB has a robust humanities environment.

Undergraduate distribution requirements ensure that all students are exposed to humanities 

coursework, and required Freshman and Intermediate Seminars, designed to promote strong 

writing and critical thinking, often include humanities subject matter and methods. In 2016, 757 

students declared humanities majors, with the largest numbers in English, History, and , 

Philosophy, with additional majors including Classics, Anthropology, Women’s and Gender 

Studies, and American, Africana, Iberian/Latin American and Asian American  studies. 

Humanities faculty teaching in the College of Liberal Arts number 211.  Humanities fields play  a 



13 

critical role in UMB’s long-standing culture of cross-departmental and cross-college 

collaboration. Examples include UMB’s three-year engagement in the National Collegiate 

Honors Council’s City as Text program, led by faculty members in coastal geology, history, 

anthropology and literary studies; and the recently-launched Human Rights minor, which draws 

on English, history, cinema studies, women¹s and gender studies, sociology, political science, 

anthropology, and conflict resolution. 

In addition, UMB offers a number of unique resources related to the themes of our 

project. Our 110-seat boat makes it possible for students to experience Boston Harbor and the 

Boston Harbor Islands first-hand. The Harbor Walk, a 4-mile walking, running and bicycle path 

that follows the shoreline, also brings the course themes close to hand. Coastal neighborhoods 

offering community engagement opportunities are easily accessible by public transit.  Our 

library’s extensive holdings of archival documents from several of the Boston Harbor Islands tell 

the story of the changing uses of the islands and the ways in which they have affected people’s 

lives over the centuries. Our university archivist has taught a popular course called “The Boston 

Harbor and Its Islands: On the Ground and in the Archives”, which enabled students to compare 

how knowledge can be constructed from field visits to the islands and analyses of archival 

documents. The library is committed to making the Harbor Island archives and related staff 

expertise available for this project. 

UMB’s Office of Community Partnerships (OCP) has long-standing connections to 

several hundred community organizations in greater Boston, as well as strong ties to city 

government. The OCP is well positioned to help engage members of the community with our 

students in ongoing initiatives to build resilient neighborhoods that are conscious of the ocean’s 

proximity and its impact on their lives. 
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5. Impact and Dissemination The creation of a “Living with the Urban Ocean” three-

course cluster would have a significant impact on UMB, providing a model for cross-college 

interdisciplinary curriculum design. Students begin to realize that understanding emerges from 

bringing the insights of seemingly discrete fields of knowledge into conversation with one and 

other. That such awareness emerges has been documented in the writing assignments and 

teaching evaluations of Honors College courses that are structured to be interdisciplinary. 

Students realize that the most complex challenges that confront us as a species can be most 

effectively addressed by drawing on multiple disciplines. From the faculty perspective, a cluster 

of courses has team-teaching impact and keeps faculty intellectually connected with one another, 

The establishment of the EH minor will institutionalize the three-course cluster, offering a 

structure that can help to build and scale additional sections of each  course. 

This curriculum will empower our diverse students by increasing their level of 

engagement and connection with the Boston Harbor ecosystem, deepening their sense of place 

and understanding of the environment in which they live. In addition, research shows that  

students who are involved in real-world problem-solving are better able to benefit from academic 

content and engage more deeply with their studies. Finally, since students in the 300-level and 

capstone courses will be undertaking projects featuring Boston Harbor, its Islands, and/or local 

coastal neighborhoods, this course cluster will have an impact beyond the university, affording 

local communities greater access to the expertise and resources  of UMB faculty and students. 

At the culmination of the grant, we will disseminate project outcomes through workshops for 

UMB faculty and selected community partners, and a formal presentation at the Association for 

Environmental Studies and Sciences Conference. We will begin the process of compiling a 

textbook on Environmental Humanities based on our courses and project  evaluation. 
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6. Evaluation.  We will evaluate the project  through 1) Student and faculty surveys.

For each course in the sequence, students will fill out beginning- and end-of-semester 

surveys that focus on questions about their relationship to and engagement with the 

ocean, their perception of the relationship between the humanities and environmental 

issues, their experience of community engagement in the context of the course, etc. 

Surveys will be tailored to the content of each course. 2) Student portfolios. Students 

in the sequence will keep portfolios of their work, which will be reviewed for 

evaluation purposes at the end of  each semester. 

Portfolios will enable us to assess student growth over time and assess their level of 

engagement through multiple avenues. 3) Faculty interviews. Faculty will be 

interviewed at the end of each semester about successes and challenges in teaching the 

class, perceptions of student engagement and learning, and lessons learned. 4) 

Community engagement. We will track of the number of community partners engaged 

in the project as well as the number of students participating in community 

engagement and the hours they complete. Partners will fill out an evaluation  assessing 

the quality of their interactions with students, the effectiveness of engagement  

activities, and suggestions for improvement. 5) Post-sequence focus group. We will 

convene a focus group of students who complete the 3-course sequence to assess the 

impact of the sequence as a whole. 6) Enrollment data. We will track enrollment data 

for each class to assess the effectiveness of our marketing and determine how many 

students continue through the sequence.7) Data analysis. At the end of each semester, 

the Project Evaluator will compile a report and the Project Team will convene to 

discuss data, assess progress, and consider adjustments. 8) White paper. Drawing on 

evaluation results, Project Directors will develop a white paper to be shared with 
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internal and external stakeholders and interdisciplinary initiatives  in other institutions. 






































































































