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Currently, the EU does not regulate the polluting emissions from crematoria. With regard to
mercury emissions from crematoria, Article 19 of the Mercury Regulation' required the
Commission to assess, in 2020, the need for the EU to regulate them.

In its 2020 Report to the European Parliament and the Council?, the Commission states that
emissions of mercury and mercury compounds from crematoria, mainly linked to the use of
dental amalgam, are a lasting source of emissions to air. Furthermore, the Commission has
informed on the feasibility of phasing out the use of dental amalgam in the EU for all
members of the population. The Commission is preparing a proposal to ban the use of dental
amalgam and will assess the need for measures to be taken at EU level in addressing
emissions of mercury from crematoria.

While cemeteries and crematoria are not expressly listed in the Annexes of the
Environmental Impact Assessment Directive®, they may be considered as an urban
development project*. Member States have to decide if such projects should be made subject
to an assessment, because of their likely significant effects on the environment. In addition, if
such projects are included in plans or programmes prepared for country planning or land use,
the latter shall be subject to an assessment under the Strategic Environmental Assessment
Directive’.
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