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(213) 633-0901
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abyers@counsel.lacounty.gov

TO: CELIA ZAVALA
Executive Officer
Board of Supervisors

Attention: Agenda Prep ti

FROM: ADRIENNE M. BYE
Litigation Cost M
Executive Office

RE: Item for the Board of Supervisors' Agenda
County Claims Board Recommendation
J.C. v. Los Angeles County Department of Children and Family
Services, et al. and T.L.C., et al. v. County of L.os Angeles, et al.
Los Angeles County Superior Court Case No. BC 615628

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Claims
Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. Also attached is
the Case Summary and the Summary Corrective Action Plan to be made available
to the public.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summary, and
the Summary Corrective Action Plan be placed on the Board of Supervisors'
agenda.
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Board Agenda
MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement

of the matter entitled J.C. v. Los Angeles County Department of Children and
Family Services. et al. and T.L.C.. et al. v. County of Los Angeles. et al.,

Los Angeles County Superior Court Case No. BC 615628 in the amount of
$800,000 and instruct the Auditor-Controller to draw a warrant to implement this
settlement from the Department of Children and Family Services' budget.

These consolidated lawsuits concern allegations of sexual abuse of minor children
while in foster care.
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CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME

CASE NUMBER

COURT

DATE FILED

COUNTY DEPARTMENT
PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY

NATURE OF CASE

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE

PAID COSTS, TO DATE

HOA.102528693.1

J.C. v. Los Angeles County Department of Children
and Family Services, et al.

T.L.C, etal., v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
BC615628

Los Angeles Superior Court

April 1, 2016

Department of Children and Family Services
800,000

Tom Cifarelli, Esq.
The Cifarelli Law Firm

Alex Rosenberg, Esq.
Rosenberg Law

Jessie Lee
Deputy County Counsel

David J. Weiss, Esq.
l.aw Offices of David J. Weiss

George Chuang, Esq.
George Chuang & Assaciates

Plaintiffs claim they were sexually and physically
abused by their foster/adoptive mother and her
biological children.

Given the high risks and uncertainties of litigation, a
reasonable settlement at this time will avoid further
litigation costs. The full and final settlement of the
case in the amount of $800,000 is recommended.,

62,141

2,507



| Case Name: J.CITLC., etal vs, COLA, etal
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Summary Corrective Action Plan

The intent of this form is to assist departmants in writing a comaclive action plan summary for attachment
to the settlement documents developed for the Board of Supervisors and/or the County of Las Angeles
Claims Board. The summary should b2 a specific overview cf the clalmsfavsuits' identified root causes
and corrective acbons (slatus, time frame, and responsible party). This summary dees nol replace the
Correcliva Action Plan form. If there is a question related te confidentiality, please consult County Counsel.

Date of incident/event: 2000 through 2014

Briefly provide a description | Plaintiffs allege their civil rights were violated when DCFS negligently
of the incidentevant invastigaled allegations of child sexual and physical abuse in foster
care, resulling in years of ongoing abuse. Plainliifs also allege that
DCFS breached its mandatosy duties.

1. Briefly describa the root eauna(s) of the claim/lawsuit:

A. The invol've'd DCFS staff persons did not adhers to astablished standards or follow the
pratocols in place when conducting child walfare invesligalions;

B. Line managers did not adhere lo established standamds of supervision when
reviewing/approving the work of subordinate sacial work staff,

2.  Briefly describe recommended comective aetions:
(Includo each camoclive action, duo data, rspencibis pany, and any disdpiinary actions If approprisio}

A. The Depariment had relevant policies and proceduras in effect al the time of the incident
and continues te ensura that its protocals assist its workfores In providing appropriats and
legally-sufficient child weliare services, Relevant training has besn made mors accessible
to social work staff persons and a mechanism for tracking completion of such trainings has
been implemented;
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County of Las Angeles
Summary Corrective Acticn Plan

B. In2018, tha Department commlssioned a robust and comprehensive administrative review
which reveated a number of cancems in the handiing of child abuze investigations involving
lhe Plaintifis as children. Administrolive action is ponding and/or yet to be detorminad.

KN Are the corective sctions addressing department-wide system Issues?

The corrective ostions address department-wide system lssues
X The corrective actions aro only appiicable to the affectad parties.

Name: (Risk Managemant Coondinater)

Diane I:lesias, Senior Deputy Director

Signaturezwg Lﬁf D te: ? ?7 . / ﬁ

Name: (Depariment Head)
BOBBY D. CAGLE, DIRECTOR

Signature: Date;

Chlef Executive Office Risls Management Inspactor Goneral USE ONLY
Are Ihe corrective actions applicabls to ather depariments within the County?

O Yaes, the comectiva actions polantially have County-wide applizability.
/q No, the comeclive actions are appiizakla only to this dapartmant.
¢
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