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County Counsel September 26, 2019

TO: CELIA ZAVALA
Executive Officer
Board of Supervisors

Attention: Agenda Prep do

FROM: ADRIENNE M. BYE
Litigation Cost M ` ge
Executive Office

TELEPHONE

(213) 974-1885

FACSIMILE

(213) 626-2105

TDD

(213)b33-0901

E-MAIL

abyers~counsel.lucaunty.gav

RE: Item for the Board of Supervisors' Agenda
County Claims Board Recommendation
J.C. v. Los Anseles County Department of Children and Family
Services, et 11. and T.L.C., et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
Los Angeles County Superior Court Case No. BC 615628

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Claims
Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. Also attached is
the Case Summary and the Summary Corrective Action Plan to be made available
to the public.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summary, and
the Summary Corrective Action Plan be placed on the Board of Supervisors'
agenda.
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HOA.102606790.1



o

Board Agenda

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement
of the matter entitled J.C. v. Los Angeles County Department of Children and
Family Services, et al. and T.L.C., et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.,
Los Angeles County Superior Court Case No. BC 615628 in the amount of
$800,000 and instruct the Auditor-Controller to draw a warrant to implement this
settlement from the Department of Children and Family Services' budget.

These consolidated lawsuits concern allegations of sexual abuse of minor children
while in foster care.
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CASE SUMMARY

INFORM~TIOIV ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGd4Ti0~

CASE NAME J.C. v. Los Angeles County Department of Children
and Family Services, et al.

T.L.C., et al., v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
CASE NUMBER BC615628

COURT Los Angeles Superior Court

DATE FILED April 1, 2016

COUNTY DEPARTMENT Department of Children and Family Services

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 800,000

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF Tom Cifarelli, Esq.
The Cifarelli Law Flrm

Alex Rosenberg, Esq.
Rosenberg Law

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY Jessie Lee
Deputy County Counsel

David J. Weiss, Esq.
Law Offices of David J. Weiss

George Chuang, Esq.
George Chuang &Associates

NATURE OF CASE Plaintiffs claim they were sexually and physically
abused by their foster/adoptive mother and her
biological children.

Given the high risks and uncertainties of litigation, a
reasonable settlement at this time will avoid further
litigation costs. The full and final settlement of the
case in the amount of $800,000 is recommended.

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 62,141

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 2,507

HOA.102528693.1



Case Name: J.C.R.L,C., et a1. vs. COLA, et al.

~~a~ar~~~ ~~~~~~(~~~~ ~~~o~~ t~~~c~
~u~a~asa~r

The intsnt of this form is to assist departments in tiwritJng a correctivE action flan summary far attachment
to the settlement docum~~ts d~vcicped for tho Board of ~up~rvi~or andlor the County of Loy Angelas
Cia3ms Board. The summary shauld ~~ a specific ov~rvie~v of the cla~msli~~~~u~t~' idenii~~d rapt cau~~~
and carroctivQ actions ~st~tus, time frame, and responsible party). This summary does col replace the
Corr~t~vo Ac#ion Plan fora. (f them is a qu~stian related to conFd~ntiality, please consult County Counsel.

Date of (ncident/ev~nt: 2000 thr~vgh 2Q94

Briefly provide a d~~rlption Pl~inti~s aiiega tFt~ir civil rights were violated when DCFS n~g(i~ent~y
of the incidenUevent investigatfxi afiegations of child sexual and physical abuse in fostQr

care, resulting in years of ongoing abusQ. Piaintif~s ~I~o allege that
DCES breached its mandatory duties.

1, Briefly describe the raat c~ure(~~ of the claimllav~~~uit~

A. The invai'ved OCFS staff persons did not adhere to established standards or follow the
protocols in place wren cnndt.~tiRg child welfare investigations;

B. Line managers did rat adherE to est~bli~h~ stand~r~i~ o~ supervision whon
revlewinglapprov3ng the word of subordinate s~cia{ ~~aor'~c sbfr.

2. 8ri~fly dascrihe rocomm~nd~d carrectly~ ac~ons:
(Inclu~o oath carroctivo ar~fon, duo dat~~ r~spar~ :~Q ~riy. ~d arty d~2dp;'.nary acLans if apPr~~~ia'•fl)

A. The Department had r~k~vant policies end prac~ciures i~ ef~ec4 at ih~ time of the incl~i~n~
and ca~tlnues to ensur3 that Ns protocnis a~sl~t its workforce in providing appropriat9 and
legally~t~ffiicient child we~fara services. Relevant training his been made more accessible
to social work star persons and a mechart~~m for tracking completion of such t~inings hay
been implemented;
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County oP Loy Ango'~s
S~ammLry► C~rrzctive Acticn P1~n

8. in 2018 the C~g~~,-r~r~t cnr~s~lssic~~~d a r~bu~~ and cor~prehensiv~ ~drtirti~rat~ve re~~c~^,~
ti~rhtch r~v~~led a nur~tber ref can~ems ~n the h~r~~~ln~ of child abu~s Investi~at~t~r~s ir~Vol~ing
ti~4 P!~'s~t',~s ~~ ~f~;S~r~:n. Adrni~~~tratr~ act~o~ o~ p~ndia~~ and~'~~ y~: ~~ ~~ d~t~o~n3r~ur~.

3. Are t~~ cr~srocY~v~ ~iion~ a~dr~s~ing c~~partr~ent-wide system issues?

The con~ctive n~t~~ns ~ddr~as d~~~rtm~~t-~d~ s tem issues
3~ Thy co~r~c~iv~ acfiion~ ar3 only a~pi:ca~le to the a~fect~~ p3rts~s,

Name: (Risk 1~4~neg~•noni Ccordlnntar)

Di~rte 1r,I~:sias, Se~iQr D~~.:u"~7 Dir~ctar
Sbgna~ure: ~ Date:

NamQ: (~y~,~rtmm~nt t-4~ad}

B~O~Y D. CAGLE, DIRECTC?R -~--•
S7~natur~: Q~ts:~~',~/i~

.._..._...._......_..~ . _ ~. _... ~... ~...._..........,.~....ti......._._._.__.._. ..__r_. . __Cht+~ ~acutiva Oi~t~Q Ri~l~ t4~~~~gQmoe~~ tnsp~ctor G~n~rrral USA ONLY

A~ the ~~r~eat~vo a~Uo~~ appi~c3b!e to o4~er depa~tm~nt~ ~rithin t~~ ~wnty+? 1
O Yas, thQ ~flrr~ctly~ ec4lasis ~ot~ntiaSly hfl~sa Counfy-~r;d~ a~~G4~~~~~~.

~~~ No, t~~ c~rr~ti~~ ~~an~ are ~ppEic~~~~ only to th~~ dap~r4mQr~~.
..v

f~H R!s'~t~4ar~~mertllns~c~,~rGcr~Q~l}

Signet ~,,.....,----~ .. .,_ Date:
~ .~ ' t`
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