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Additionally, other qualitative factors 
may be considered in the analysis, such 
as the temporal or spatial scale of the 
activities. 

Here, the authorized take comprises 
approximately 1.3 percent of the 
abundance of the California stock of 
harbor seals based on the estimate of 
417 seals in the project area. The total 
authorized take (6755) reflects the 
number of disturbances potentially 
caused by the Phase II project activities, 
not the number of individual seals 
disturbed. An animal can only be 
counted as ‘‘taken’’ once a day; 
however, the PSO is not able to identify 
duplicate counts of the same animal. 
Animals taken on different days are also 
not likely to be different individuals as 
the population is resident. Thus, the 
total authorized take includes many 
duplicate counts of the same animal. 

Therefore, based on the analysis 
contained herein of the proposed 
activity (including the proposed 
mitigation and monitoring measures) 
and the anticipated take of marine 
mammals, NMFS finds that small 
numbers of marine mammals will be 
taken relative to the population size of 
the affected species or stocks. 

Unmitigable Adverse Impact Analysis 
and Determination 

There are no relevant subsistence uses 
of the affected marine mammal stocks or 
species implicated by this action. 
Therefore, NMFS has determined that 
the total taking of affected species or 
stocks would not have an unmitigable 
adverse impact on the availability of 
such species or stocks for taking for 
subsistence purposes. 

National Environmental Policy Act 
To comply with the National 

Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(NEPA; 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and 
NOAA Administrative Order (NAO) 
216–6A, NMFS must evaluate our 
proposed action (i.e., the promulgation 
of regulations and subsequent issuance 
of incidental take authorization) and 
alternatives with respect to potential 
impacts on the human environment. 
This action is consistent with categories 
of activities identified in Categorical 
Exclusion B4 of the Companion Manual 
for NAO 216–6A, which do not 
individually or cumulatively have the 
potential for significant impacts on the 
quality of the human environment and 
for which we have not identified any 
extraordinary circumstances that would 
preclude this categorical exclusion. 
Accordingly, NMFS has determined that 
the proposed action qualifies to be 
categorically excluded from further 
NEPA review. 

Endangered Species Act (ESA) 

Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered 
Species Act of 1973 (ESA: 16 U.S.C. 
1531 et seq.) requires that each Federal 
agency insure that any action it 
authorizes, funds, or carries out is not 
likely to jeopardize the continued 
existence of any endangered or 
threatened species or result in the 
destruction or adverse modification of 
designated critical habitat. To ensure 
ESA compliance for the issuance of 
IHAs, NMFS consults internally 
whenever we propose to authorize take 
for endangered or threatened species. 

No incidental take of ESA-listed 
species is proposed for authorization or 
expected to result from this activity. 
Therefore, NMFS has determined that 
formal consultation under section 7 of 
the ESA is not required for this action. 

Authorization 

As a result of these determinations, 
NMFS has issued an IHA to CDFW for 
the potential harassment of small 
numbers of harbor seals incidental to 
the Phase II of the Elkhorn Slough Tidal 
Marsh Restoration Project in Elkhorn 
Slough located in Monterey County, CA, 
provided the previously mentioned 
mitigation, monitoring and reporting are 
completed. 

Dated: March 10, 2020. 
Donna S. Wieting, 
Director, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2020–05165 Filed 3–12–20; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The New England Fishery 
Management Council’s is convening its 
Scientific and Statistical Committee 
(SSC) via webinar to consider actions 
affecting New England fisheries in the 
exclusive economic zone (EEZ). 
Recommendations from this group will 
be brought to the full Council for formal 
consideration and action, if appropriate. 
DATES: This webinar will be held on 
Tuesday, March 31, 2020 at 10 a.m. 

Webinar registration URL information: 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/ 
register/4554168771490120450. Call in 
information: +1 (562) 247–8422, Access 
Code: 157–256–431. 

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held 
via webinar. 

Council address: New England 
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water 
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director, 
New England Fishery Management 
Council; telephone: (978) 465–0492. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Agenda 

The SSC will meet to: receive a 
presentation on the Northeast Fisheries 
Science Center’s Ecosystems Status 
Report and provide the NRFSC any 
recommendations about revisions; 
review research priority updates 
identified by the Council’s committees 
and plan development teams and 
provide the Council any 
recommendations on revisions to the 
research priorities. Other business will 
be discussed as necessary. 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained on the agenda may come 
before this Council for discussion, those 
issues may not be the subject of formal 
action during this meeting. Council 
action will be restricted to those issues 
specifically listed in this notice and any 
issues arising after publication of this 
notice that require emergency action 
under section 305(c) of the Magnuson- 
Stevens Act, provided the public has 
been notified of the Council’s intent to 
take final action to address the 
emergency. The public also should be 
aware that the meeting will be recorded. 
Consistent with 16 U.S.C. 1852, a copy 
of the recording is available upon 
request. 

Special Accommodations 

This meeting is physically accessible 
to people with disabilities. Requests for 
sign language interpretation or other 
auxiliary aids should be directed to 
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director, at 
(978) 465–0492, at least 5 days prior to 
the meeting date. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: March 10, 2020. 

Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2020–05142 Filed 3–12–20; 8:45 am] 
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