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Innovation Examples Across HBCUs

Southern College of Sciences & 
Engineering Produces 3-D Masks for 
Healthcare Professionals
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How do we elevate 
HBCU success…

…to a Global 

competitive scale?
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ImagineCup.com

Microsoft HBCU / MSI Imagine Cup

https://imaginecup.microsoft.com/en-us/Events?id=0
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Find purpose in your passion
Collaborate with friends who want to make a difference. Bring your tech project to the global stage for 

the chance to win free travel, cash prizes, networking opportunities, and expert mentorship. Experience 

the excitement of Imagine Cup 2021. 
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Imagine Cup Metrics

https://imaginecup.microsoft.com/en-us/Events?id=0
https://imaginecup.microsoft.com/en-us/Events?id=0
https://imaginecup.microsoft.com/en-us/Events?id=0
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Imagine Cup Prizes
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Imagine Cup Terms

The HBCU Imagine Cup competition gives teams an opportunity compete 

against other teams.  Top teams* from the HBCU Finals will automatically 

advance to the WW Regional Semi-Finals for the Americas. 

*To go to the WW Finals different rules apply for the Game Design Competition.

Overview
Use technology to help ‘solve the world’s toughest problems’ through 

Software Design, Game Design, Social Impact, and Industry Focused Design. 

Poverty + Hunger

Maternal Health

Universal Education

Combat AIDS/HIV

Gender Equality

Environmental Sustainability

Child Health

Global Partnership

Get inspired by the UN 

Millennium Goals: 
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Imagine Cup in the Classroom

Your classroom can bring ideas to life and 
change lives forever.

Imagine Cup invites faculty members around the world to 

be part of this experience by mentoring students 

throughout the competition. 

Past mentors have found participating to be an incredibly 

rewarding experience – for them and their students.

✓ Complementary technical training 
resources for students

✓ Real resume-building experiences 
for students

✓ HBCU Imagine Cup winners 
automatically move forward to 
Americas Regional Semi-Finals

Questions? 
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Imagine Cup Design Segments

Create solutions that solve critical issues. Choose to address a key industry challenge 
and receive mentorship through one of the corporate industry partners.

Healthcare

Agriculture

Aviation

Aerospace

Energy

Software Design
Develop an application that helps solve 

one of the world’s toughest problems.

Game Design
Multilevel or single player, 3-d or 2d, 

Xbox/ Windows, or Phone (IOS or 

Android).  

Social Impact
Develop an application that helps solve 

one of the world’s toughest problems.



Advisory Services & Industry Solutions Team

Imagine Cup Timeline

Register and create your team.

Design a project that uses Microsoft technologies on the portal provided, including training content.

Submit the following items before the deadlines:
• Phase One – Starter Project Plan, Wireframe, or Prototype (optional)
• Phase Two – Project Plan, Working Prototype, & Short Video

HBCU Finals | Online
Present projects to a judging panel, interact with teams from Microsoft and other partners, and participate in workshops. 

WW Finals | Online
Winning Teams from the HBCU competition will automatically advance to the WW Regional Americas Semifinals.  
• Remaining HBCU teams will be able to compete against their “mainstream” counterparts for the chance to 

advance to the WW Regional Semifinals.  
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Imagine Cup Partner Opportunities

Potential Branding & 

Investment Industry Partners

Be a part of the world’s premier 

student technology competition.

Mentor teams from universities 

and identify potential 

employees.
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Imagine Cup Media

Potential Media Partners

Be a part of the world’s premier 

student technology competition.

https://channel9.msdn.com/Shows/ImagineCup-TV

https://channel9.msdn.com/Shows/ImagineCup-TV
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Imagine Cup Mentorship Opportunities

Potential Microsoft Leadership 

Mentors to Winners

Be a part of the world’s premier 

student technology competition.

Dean Jones –

Ambassador,

Microsoft Startups, US

John W. Thompson - Microsoft Chairman

Kevin Dallas –

CVP, Internet-of-Things 

& Intelligent Cloud BD

Sarah Bond-

CVP Gaming @ 

Microsoft

Toni – Townes Whitley

President, US Regulated 

Industries at Microsoft

Jacky Wright –

Chief Digital Officer (CDO) 
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Imagine Cup Resources

Take advantage of these resources to get your 

project done: 

• Online Training

• Project Plan Template

• Project examples

Resources
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Imagine Cup Development Partners
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Imagine Cup Feedback
“Imagine Cup was a real 

ramp up to success for 

me. It helped 

distinguish me from 

other candidates at the 

end of my studies.”

“The programmers 

have learned more 

than they ever 

would as normal 

students and they 

both have part-time 

jobs as a result from 

their Imagine Cup 

entry.”

“I will always 

remember the 

awesome diversity 

of solutions from 

different countries 

that you can see at 

the Worldwide 

Finals. Just 

incredible!”

“The Imagine Cup has 

been a true ramp up for 

my career, and overall it 

was a very fulfilling 

experience.”

“We came away 

from the 

experience with 

extremely positive 

feelings.” 



Microsoft HBCU / MSI Imagine Cup Summary

REGISTRATION DEVELOPMENT COMPETITION

Microsoft Digital Advisory Services

• HBCUs and MSIs will be invited to

participate and register their students in the

competition

• Teams will register for the HBCU Imagine

Cup

• Marketing campaign will be rolled out along

with corporate and media partners

• Develop an innovative technical project that

utilizes Microsoft technology

• Finalize and submit the team entry before

December 31, 2020

• Team submissions can be based on an

industry thread, through student

coursework, as a participant in a student

hackathon, etc.

• Teams can use development partners –

Redhouse Virtual Education, ACT House,

and TIE

• Teams developing industry solutions may

receive mentorship from participating

corporate partners

• Online Regional Semifinal – January 2021

• Regional Finals – March 2021

• World Championship – May 2021



Microsoft Mission
Empower every person and every 
organization on the planet to 
achieve more
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z7mQ0KIVvhY

