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      What is Avian Influenza?

      Avian influenza viruses, commonly called “bird flu,” are influenza type A viruses that naturally occur in bird populations. The viruses are transmitted from bird to bird through fecal droppings, saliva, and nasal discharges. Avian influenza viruses can infect poultry (such as chickens, turkeys, pheasants, quail, domestic ducks, geese, and guinea fowl) and wild birds (especially waterfowl).

      
		How Does Avian Influenza Spread?

		Birds along the North American flyways can intermingle with infected birds. Positive tests in wild waterfowl can occur, and waterfowl can be infected and show no signs of illness. There is a risk for transfer from wild birds into domestic poultry and vice versa, resulting in further spread. Avian Influenza can spread from animal to animal and can affect species other than poultry. HPAI is zoonotic, meaning it can be spread to humans.

		To see all wild mammal species that have been affected with HPAI, visit the USDA-APHIS website. Find information about the cases of HPAI detected in U.S. livestock at aphis.usda.gov.

     Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) is a serious disease and requires rapid response because it is highly contagious and often fatal to chickens. The goal is to quickly contain and eradicate the disease, protecting our poultry industry, and in turn, the American consumer.

		Due to the Avian Influenza response, please submit a permit request form in order to move poultry.

		Low pathogenicity avian influenza (LPAI) viruses typically cause little or no clinical signs in infected poultry. The LPAI virus is excreted through infected birds’ feces and respiratory secretions. It spreads primarily through direct contact between healthy and infected birds. It can also be spread through indirect contact with contaminated equipment and materials.  Low pathogenicity avian influenza (LPAI) virus strains occur naturally in wild migratory waterfowl and shorebirds without causing illness.

      
      Positive Cases of HPAI in Missouri

    
		
		
  	Case Number	County	Date Confirmed Positive	Type of Operation	Status
	1	Stoddard	3/3/22	Commercial Broiler Chickens	Depopulated
	2	Bates	3/4/22	Backyard Non-Poultry	Depopulated
	3	Jasper	3/8/22	Commercial Meat-Type Turkey	Depopulated
	4	Lawrence	3/9/22	Commercial Turkey Breeder Replacement Hens	Depopulated
	5	Ralls	3/15/22	Backyard Non-Poultry	Depopulated
	6	Gentry	3/25/22	Backyard Non-Poultry	Depopulated
	7	Jasper	3/31/22	Commercial Meat-Type Turkey	Depopulated
	8	Lawrence	4/5/22	Commercial Meat-Type Turkey	Depopulated
	9	Dade	4/6/22	Commercial Meat-Type Turkey	Depopulated
	10	Jackson	10/18/22	Backyard Non-Poultry	Quarantined
	11	Webster	11/22/22	Backyard Poultry	Depopulated
	12	Webster	11/28/22	Commercial Meat-Type Turkey	Depopulated
	13	Jackson	11/29/22	Backyard Non-Poultry	Depopulated
	14	Harrison	12/5/22	Backyard Non-Poultry	Depopulated
	15	Dade	12/8/22	Backyard Non-Poultry	Depopulated
	16	Osage	12/11/22	Commercial Meat-Type Turkey	Depopulated
	17	Bates	12/21/22	Backyard Non-Poultry	Depopulated
	18	Johnson	1/4/23	Backyard Non-Poultry	Depopulated
	19	Carroll	2/10/23	Backyard Non-Poultry	Depopulated
	20	Maries	3/16/23	Backyard Non-Poultry	Depopulated
	21	Phelps	5/18/23	Backyard Non-Poultry	Depopulated
	22	Benton	11/6/23	Commercial Broiler Chickens	Depopulated
	23	Jasper	11/14/23	Commercial Turkeys	Depopulated
	24	St. Louis	12/12/23	Backyard Non-Poultry	Depopulated
	25	Audrain	12/28/23	Backyard-Poultry	Depopulated
	26	Dallas	2/21/24	Commercial Meat-Type Turkey	Depopulated
	27	Dallas	2/21/24	Commercial Meat-Type Turkey	Depopulated
	28	Dallas	2/21/24	Commercial Meat-Type Turkey	Depopulated
	29	Dallas	2/23/24	Backyard poultry	Depopulated




		
  Visit the USDA Website for further case information. 

		
		
		Current Statewide Situation

		Total number of affected premises = 29

		Total number of affected counties = 19

		
		
		
		
		
       
      
      Frequently Asked Questions

     Is  chicken and other poultry safe to eat?

        
          Chicken and other poultry products are safe to eat if they are properly handled and cooked. The affected birds have been quarantined and will not affect the food supply.

          The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) considers the risk to the general public from these infections in wild birds, backyard flocks, and commercial poultry, to be low.

		
		Is there reason to be concerned HPAI may spread to mammals more commonly than previously believed?

		HPAI has been found in wild birds, poultry flocks, several species of wild mammals, and neonatal goats in the United States. A full list can be found here. Many species are susceptible to influenza viruses, including wildlife that often come into direct contact with wild birds. Many of these animals were likely infected after consuming or coming into contact with birds that were infected with HPAI. In the case of the neonatal goats in Minnesota, they were exposed to domestic birds (ducks and chickens) infected with HPAI through shared pasture and a sole water source. However, testing indicates that HPAI transmission between cattle cannot be ruled out.

		
		Have there been any cases of Avian Influenza in Humans?

		There have been two cases of HPAI in humans. In both instances, the affected humans were exposed to infected animals. Symptoms were mild and those infected fully recovered. Learn more at cdc.gov.

          
        
        What can bird owners do to protect their flocks?

			Avian Influenza flyer
	Register for a federal premises ID number


		
		
		What are the warning signs?

			Decrease in water or feed consumption
	Respiratory signs, such as coughing and sneezing
	Quietness among the flock
	Decrease in egg production
	Sudden increase of death in your flock


		
		
        
		
		
    
    
     
      
  
  Quick Facts


  
    	There is no immediate  public health concern.
	It is safe to eat  properly handled and cooked poultry products, including meat and eggs.
	The United States has  the strongest AI surveillance program in the world.
	Contact your  veterinarian and the Missouri Department of Agriculture’s Animal Health division at (573) 751-3377 if you see sickness in birds.


  





  Department of Agriculture News


  
    	Avian Influenza Confirmed in Midwest during Fall Migratory Season
	Waterfowl Auction, Show and Swap Meet Suspension Lifted
	Waterfowl Auctions, Shows and Swap Meets Suspended due to Avian Influenza
	Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza Confirmed in Missouri Commercial Poultry Flock
	Online Premises ID Number Registration Form Available
	Poultry Virus Confirmed in State Bordering Missouri


  


 


  USDA-APHIS News


  
    	For the latest news from USDA, visit USDA.gov


  


  


  Additional Resources


  
    	Federal Premises ID Registration Form
	USDA Updates
	2022 Detections
	Avian Influenza in Wild Birds
	Avian Influenza Guidance Documents
	Secure Poultry Supply
	Outbreak Response Tools
	Defend the Flock
	CDC Update


  


  


  Contact Information


  
    Animal Health Division

      Phone: (573) 751-3377

      Email: Animal.Health@mda.mo.gov

      About the Division

      Division Staff & District Maps

      Diagnostic Labs
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